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Photograph of the United States Housing
Corporation. Arthur Comey was employed by
the USHC.

The United States Housing
Corporation was created
during World War | to build
housing for workers near
war-related industries and
shipyards. USHC employed
many of the first city
planners and landscape o
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BIRMINGHAM, MICH.
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architects who later became
the leading town planners
throughout the country.

Arthur Comey, ASLA
Planner & Landscape Architect
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A suburb replants its small-town roots

Parsons Alley Duluth, Georgia

READ THIS STORY
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Gibbs Planning Group / Core Partners
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Consultant: Barrier wo

HELEN NIEMIEC
STAFF WHITER

A traffic barrier applanded by
reaidents of _a Birmingham
neighborhood isn't going to hap-
pen following an engineering
study that said the “double
elbow” layout can’t work.

The members of the Pappleton
Park neighborhood association
wanted to block cut-through
traffic on their streets from the
new Kroger being built on Maple
Koad. The anly entrance to that
grogery store will be from Pop-
pleton Road off Maple,

The barrier would have placed

a diagenul strip across Poppleton

at Knox that would not allow
narthbound Poppleton traffic
past the Kroger entrance. On the
other hand, residents conldn't
access Maple from Poppleton,
being forced to turn onto Knox if
traveling southbound.

City traffic conaultont Mike
Labadie said that imposing a
barrier on Poppleton at Knox
presented a number of logistical
prohlams,

The big problem is that the
street is narrow and the city
would have to acquire property
to allow for safe turn spaces. A
10-foot lane would he needed
and the width of the street
would be diminished with the
barrier that euts the intersection
diagonally to prohibit through-
traffic.

“There's not enough room for
Ewo cars, let alone for one bruck,”
Labadie zaid of the plannad
reconfiguration. .

Ancther problem is that a
number of streets in Poppletan
Park would have to be made one-
way to sccommodate the barrier
and changes i lraffic flow.

“If they want to accept those
ramifications, that's fine,™
Labadie said. “But when wa =at
down to-work it all cut, it just
dida't worle™

While Labadie talked about
the findings at o recent traffic
and safety board mesting, the
city engineera veport on the bar-
rier won't be presented to the
Birmingham City Commission
until its Juna 10 meeting,

the double elboer,

“We looked at it and the dou-
ble elbow couldn’t be placed safe-
lv," Dembier suid. “Although the
deuble elbow ia not recommend-
ed by (urban design consultant
Andrez) Duany, there are some
alternatives that could serve the
purpose that the neighborhood
wonld [ike”™

Duany 15 working on a new
downtown master plan, includ-

ing Maple Road in the area of

the new Kroger development,
Dany's traffic conaultant, Wal-
ter Kulash, originally recom-
mended the double elbow but
rescinded that in the draft of the
plan.

“They dido’™ give any other
recommendations,” Dembies said
of the draft.

Residents aren't happy with
the news and plan to attend the
June 10 meeting to express their
dissatislaction and ask abaut
alternatives,

Matit Lewry, who lives on
Knox, snid he and others have
spent the last nine months going
over propoesals to lessen the
impact of inereased teaffic in
their neighborhood. Poppleton,
he zaid, is used as a way out of
the Eroeer lot and either sast to
Adams Road or west to Hunter
Boulevard,

Lewry calls the double elbow
“drostic but effactive” admitting
that it will inconvenience resi-
dents as well ns those whao
patronize Kroger.

“No one iz really happy with
the double elbow, It was a com-
promise,” Lewry aaid. "The best
solution ia to leave it opon and
hope that shoppers don't use the
neighborhood to cut throwgh; to
other atreets. But that's not
going to happen,”

Qther alternatives looked at to
case the traffic congestion in the
Poppleton neighborhood, he said,
alsn called for less road width for
motorists and would permit anly
one car to travel down the street,
“Two ecars would be a tight
aguecse,” he said,

Lewry hasn't ssen the engi-
neering report, but said he will

gt - e e

associntion, said that he's
encouraging a geod showing at
the June 10 meeting. e added
that he didn't think the double
elbow would be any more incon-
venient than olher methods
explored as a way of eaging traf
fie.

“We've looked at evervthing
they've thrown at us,” Spoto eaid
of the alternatives, “What we
need to de iz to look at the neigh-
borhood a8 a complete systom.”

Chuck Moss ia one traffic and
safety board member who tan't
unhappy with the report; he
apposed the double elbow solu-
tion when it first was proposed,

“A lot of neighbors wanted it
but T don't Tike it. I want to seo
(the area) studied a little more,”
Moez aaid. "The whole neighbor-
hood nesds to be studied. There
arc u number of (traffic) signs
that have built up over the vears
there.”

The double elbow was pro-
paaed prior to the City Plan
rommission approval of the final
stte plan for Kroger. The site
plan i3 net contingent upon traf-
fie improvements. The two
remaining buziness in the strip
of atores from Englander’s to the
exiasting Kroger are closing their
dosrs this week, Demolition of
that portion ¢ould begin within a

maotth,

The Kroger supermarket will

continue to do business at its

ing location until the new
facility 1a ready, Onee Kroger
moves in to its larger quarters,
work will begin to convert the
grecery store intoe a general
retail buginess,




THE ENTRANCE TO DOWINTOW N
~ MAPILE ST. FROM HUNTER BI1VID,



Future:This artist’s rendering shows what will be built at 325 N. Old Woodward in
Birmingham. The four-story building contains retail, offices and condos and
replaces the former Jacobson’s Men’s Store.

evelopment
approved, Jacobson’s

demolition begins

Mixed-use building approved for 325 N. Old Woodward

By REBECCA JONES
C & G STAFE WRITER

BIRMINGHAM — Those who haven’t
already made peace with Jacobson’s departure
should stop by this week to bid goodbye t0 the
former Men’s Store.

The building will be destroyed beginning at
10 a.m. Feb. 5 to make way for a four-story
retail, office and condo development at 325 N.
0ld Woodward.

Taking its place will-be a signature building
with a rounded front to give a distinct appear-
ance to the corner of Willits and Old Wood-
ward, said project designer Robb Burroughs of
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