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Senior Men’s Club, Birmingham, Michigan

The Reminder
April,  2022

Fel lows hip   •   S h a red Interest   •   Community  Serv ice

This month, the Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham selected the Baldwin 
Public Library in Birmingham to be our new home for our indoor activities. 

   The library management welcomes this move. “The Baldwin Public Library is 
proud to be the new home for the Senior Men's Club of Birmingham. Baldwin's 
staff has been impressed with the breadth and depth of programs that you offer  
your members, and we hope to provide more resources and opportunities 
to help your group to strengthen and grow,” said Rebekah Craft, Library 
Director.

We anticipate that our common demographics, history, and culture will be a 
good fit for each to provide synergies in achieving higher goals.

What is “home” to our club? The word comes from an Old English word that 
refers to a village or estate where many “souls” are gathered. It implies there's 
a physical dwelling involved, but the main idea is that it's a gathering of people. 
Home provides security, control, belonging, identity, and privacy.  For our 
club, it's a place that provides centering.
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April 1...........................................................................................Radford Jones, retired Secret Service Agent

.......................................................................................................“From East Lansing to  the Service of the POTUS:  

............................................................................................................................On JFK’s Final Detail and Beyond”

April 8.......................................................Alice Randall - Professor and Author in Residence, Vanderbilt University, 	
Via Zoom....................................................Nashville, TN.  Native Detroiter and author of works across multiple genres, 
.................................................................... including Black Bottom Saints, a work of historical fiction set in Detroit

........................................................................... “Still Inspired by my Hometown and its Black Bottom Saints”

April 15.............................................................................................................Good Friday - No Meeting

April 22................................................ Becca R. Levy, PhD- Professor of Epidemiology and Psychology, Department 
Via Zoom................................................................................. of Social and Behavioral Sciences and Department of 
........................................................................................................................... Psychology, Yale University

.................................................... “Psychosocial Factors Influencing Seniors’ Cognitive and Physical Functioning”

April 29............................................................ Tobias Schoenherr, PhD, Hoagland-Metzler Endowed Professor of  
Via Zoom.................................................................................................... Purchasing and Supply Management,
........................................................................................................Department of Supply Chain Management,
............................................................................................................................Broad College of Business,
.............................................................................................................................Michigan State University

.......................................................................... “Supply Chain Issues and Market Disruptions in the Time of COVID”

April Speakers	 Speaker Chair—Ray Buratto

Continued from Page 1

	 The Baldwin Library has a classic ambience, a variety of meeting facilities, and the latest audio-visual equipment. 
The staff and management are polite and accommodating. The facilities are accessible, comfortable, and reasonably 
priced. Small to large groups can meet there, with proper room reservation, almost every day of the week. There 
are vending machines for beverages and snacks. The library can provide hot coffee at a charge.  Outside food can be 
delivered to the meeting rooms.

	 Our Executive Committee has been meeting there every month since last September. The SMCB bridge group 
meets there every Friday, with proper setting and storage of furniture and equipment. Other committees and hobby 
groups are meeting here. 

	 The Community House in Birmingham was the home of SMCB since its inception in 1957, but became unavailable 
to us after it changed policies during the COVID pandemic.

	 The Iroquois Club in Bloomfield Hills remains our venue for the Friday meetings and lunch. The banquet hall 
provides easy parking, nice décor and good food. We love the camaraderie,  fellowship,  and speakers’ program 
within its warm atmosphere.

Swarn Rajpal
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SMC Foundation Update
	 As we approach the 65th Anniversary of the Senior Men's Club, let's reflect on what has made us successful and 
positioned us as the leading men's organization in the country.  We have survived wars, recessions, political posturing and 
recently, a pandemic, not to mention an abrupt change in our organizational foundation, necessitating a change in meeting
venues and governing structure.

	 This hardy group of Men On The Go! has survived and prospered due to our commitment to the three building 
blocks of our foundation...Fellowship, Shared Activities and Community Service!

	 Our membership hails from all three counties that comprise the Metropolitan Detroit community and from various 
career paths.  We are husbands and fathers, Democrats and Republicans, conscious of our duty to protect our communities...
our country...and our neighbors; and we bear witness to these traits daily and weekly in our shared activities and fellowship.

	 For sixty-three of those sixty-five years, we lived up to our commitment to community service by opening our wallets  
and checkbooks to support our long standing partner, but times are a changing!  We now find ourselves sharing our time 
at multiple sites within the community. Whether we meet at the Iroquois Club, the Baldwin Library or places of physical 
activity , we remain committed to serving the community.

	 The Senior Men's Club Foundation was created to act as a conduit of our community service in bestowing grants to 
organizations and/or people that support initiatives enhancing the well-being of senior men.  Our first grant to the local 
chapter of the Alzheimer's Association met that criteria and the Foundation Board of Directors is seeking worthy
organizations that can benefit from our grants.

	 This leads us to you...the 550 members of the Senior Men's Club...we need your guidance and help.  First, we need 
you to reach out to the Foundation with recommendations of organizations and/or people that meet the mission of the 
Foundation.  These organizations should offer supporting initiatives to senior men in the areas of education, health and 
supportive care within the tri-county area of Metropolitan Detroit..  Let us know of any potential organizations that we 
should consider.

	 Secondly, we need you to continue your donations to the Foundation.  We use to average $80,000 every year in our 
campaign for The Community House...we now need you remit your donations to the Foundation.  In our less than two 
years of existence, we haven't reached that average donation plateau.  This year, we aren't asking you to reach it, but we 
are asking you to assist the Foundation in $65,000 donations...a thousand dollars for every year we have existed!

$65K FOR 65 YEARS!
It's time for Men on the Go! to be Men for Others! as well.  Please help the Foundation meet its mission and vision that 
leads in supporting projects with the highest positive outcomes for senior men.

Tim McGee, Past SMC President
President of the SMC Foundation

Please send your donations to SMC FOUNDATION, PO BOX 1149, BIRMINGHAM, MI 48012

SMC Membership Growth Leader Award Winner
At the March 9, 2021 Executive Board meeting, the establishment of an award “recognizing the Club member(s) responsible
for sponsoring the greatest number of new Associate members within a calendar year” was approved.  The Recognition 
and Awards committee has approved the selection by the Membership Committee Chair of the 2021 calendar year award.

There were several members that sponsored one new member, and a few had more than two or three.  But, one individual 
had the ambition and drive to sponsor FOUR new Associates.  That member is our Treasurer Jim Suhay!!
CONGRATULATIONS Jim, and thank you for your continued work in Club matters.
Ras Desai



YANKEE AIR MUSEUM TOUR
- Wed. Apr 20, 2022 -

Located within historic Willow Run Airport Four docent-led tour groups from 10:30 -12:00. 
________________________

www.YankeeAirMuseum.org.   Lunch at Johnny's-on-the-Lake Restaurant in nearby Belleville. 
________________________

Note! this is a revised location due closing of Haabs Restaurant.

Bus departs 9:15 from Presbyterian Church,1669 W.Maple Rd, Birmingham (Parking at S. end of Church Lot).  

Bus arrives back in Birmingham approximately 3:30pm.

Organizing Team: Ara Basherian, Peter Hollinshead, Bob James, Art Pope, Martin Rowell.  

Ticket Price: $40     Friday Sales:  April 01 and April 08  

SMC PICKLEBALL 

The SMCB is investigating the potential to establish a new Pickleball activity 
group. For those who may not know it, Pickleball is a paddle sport created for all 
ages and skill levels that combines many elements of tennis, badminton, and ping 
pong.  The rules are simple and the game is easy for beginners to learn. However,
can develop into a quick, fast-paced, competitive game for experienced players.  
Pickleball, played with a paddle and plastic ball, is enjoyed indoors or outdoors on 
a badminton sized court and using a slightly modified tennis net.  We are currently 
researching facilities in the Birmingham area that could accommodate interested 
SMCB members for indoor Pickleball in the Fall to Spring months.  We will be 
conducting a survey in the near future to assess interest and skill levels of our 
membership for a Pickleball activity.

Bob Maxfield
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GROUPS

The Group met March 7 to discuss ways to build momentum going
forward toward more sharing with each other our knowledge of research
resources, techniques and successes. The Group has struggled recently
to find team members to present topics for discussion.

Thirteen members attended the March 7 meeting and agreed to the 
following:

•	 The Genealogy Group should continue with its main purpose 
	 to be learning and sharing.

•	 The following topics and volunteer presenters would be 	 	
	 scheduled as follows for the remainder of 2022.
–	 Apr 4: “Researching Your European Ancestors”  Nancy Keuffel
–	 May 2: ”The 1950 Census”  Dave Bakos
–	 Jun 6: “’Aus Meinem Leben,’ My 3x Great Aunt’s Autobiography, 
	 and Considerations for Writing One Today”  Logan Robinson
–	 Aug 29: “Family Tree Printing”  John Maten
–	 Oct 3: “Combining GEDCOM Files”  Clive Catchpole
–	 Nov 7: TBD  Ed Demerly
–	 Dec 5: TBD

•	 Monthly Group meetings will follow a new format.
–	 First Monday of each month (excluding Monday holidays – 		
	 July, Sep, Aug on last Friday), 2pm, in-person at Baldwin Library
	 beginning Apr 4, 2022.
–	 Presentation with Q&A [~30 min]
–	 Open Discussion
–	 Help Needed: Research Struggles [~10 min]
–	 Sharing: Resources, Upcoming Events (local, online) [~10 min]
–	 Other, General [~5 min]
–	 Upcoming Meetings/Topics [~5 min]

•	 Communications will be expanded.
–	 Monthly Eblast announcements will continue.
–	 2022 monthly meeting schedule will be shared/updated on 		
Group folder on SMC website. (Jack Withrow)
–	 Upcoming meeting topics will be provided by Third Thursday
	 for inclusion in the newsletter (Jack Withrow)
–	 Copies of monthly presentations will be stored in Group folder 
	 on SMC website. (Jack Withrow)

•	 Interest was expressed in local tours such as Burton History 		
	 Library. (John Maten)

The Genealogy Group looks forward to 2022 with a renewed sense 
of purpose and opportunity. Thanks to all Group members 
who participated in the discussion and to Men’s Club leadership 
who encourage and support our efforts.
Jack Withrow

In April the reading groups will discuss two very different books: one 
a biographical novel about Vincent van Gogh written in the 1930’s and the
other a provocative discussion about climate change published last year.

The Wednesday group will continue to meet via Zoom in April while the
Monday group will meet at the Birmingham Library with a Zoom option.

 We are pleased to report that the complete schedule of books for 
both groups is now available on the club’s website. 

Wednesday, April 6 at 10:30 AM: Lust for Life by Irving Stone 
(New York: Plume, 1984- 50th Anniversary Edition)

Given the recent interest in van Gogh’s art through the very popular
immersive experience and the upcoming show at the Detroit Institute
of Arts, this is a timely selection. This 1934 novel is based closely on 
Vincent van Gogh's life.  In writing it, Irving Stone drew heavily from 
Vincent and Theo van Gogh’s letters to each other, as well as historical 
research. The book is divided into nine sections, each named after 
the place where van Gogh lived. It starts with London and ends in 
Auvers-sur-Oise, France. In each section, he learns something that 
influences his work. 

In the 1950’s it was adapted as an Academy Award winning film 
starring Kirk Douglas

Vijay Goburdun will lead this discussion.

Monday, April 18 at 3 PM: False Alarm: How Climate Change Panic 
Costs Us Trillions, Hurts the Poor and Fails to Fix the Planet
by Bjorn Lomborg. (New York: Basic Books, 2021)

Responding to what he believes is the world-wide hysteria about 
climate change, Bjorn Lomborg argues that it is real, but it's not the 
apocalyptic threat that we've been told it is. Projections of Earth's 
imminent demise are based on bad science and even worse economics.
In panic, world leaders have committed to wildly expensive but 
largely ineffective policies that hamper growth and crowd out more 
pressing investments in human capital, from immunization to education. 

From the New York Journal of Books, “False Alarm is a comprehensive
analysis of the issues in climate change that represents a reasoned 
balance between the shrill voices demanding immediate change 
(without being aware of the practical issues involved) and those who 
see no problems at all with our current environmental situation.”

George Stern will lead this discussion.

Looking ahead to May:

Wednesday, May 4 at 10:30: The Promise (A novel)
by Damon Galgul  -  Paul Lieberman will lead this discussion

Monday, May 16 at 3 PM: Lincoln on the Verge: 13 Days to Washington 
by Ted Widmer  -  Paul Lieberman will lead this discussion

Submitted by Bob Maxfield and Roger Timm

SMC GENEALOGY
GROUP

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
READING GROUPS
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SMC INVESTMENT 
GROUP

CLASSIC MOVIE
GROUP 

Please join us at our next Investment Group meeting being 
held on Thursday April 14, 2022 at 2:45PM.  The in-person 
and Zoom meeting will be held in the basement level of the 
Baldwin Public Library.  Our speaker will be Michael  Dzialo, 
President & Chief Investment Officer, Managed 
Asset Portfolios (MAP).  MAP manages over $1 Billion in 
assets, and recently was been awarded the Top Guns Manager
of the Decade distinction for its U.S. Multi-Cap Value Strategy
by leading investment manager database. 

The Topic will be Sometimes We Make History.  Many times 
history repeats itself, but there are times when we make 
history.   The fiscal and monetary stimulus the government 
introduced in response was historical.  Not surprisingly, the 
market’s response was also historical.  Today, we face rising 
interest rates and inflation in addition to geopolitical 
tensions.   Join us for an insightful presentation on how to 
navigate your portfolio through these interesting times.  The 
MAP description is still valid.  

As of the Reminder writing deadline the stock game, has 
40 positive and 128 negative stocks.  There could very 
well be some buying opportunities out there.  Our friends 
at MAP will help us see if any of the 128 negative stocks 
might be worthwhile.  John Murray holds a slight edge by 
$824 over George Miller as of 3/15/22.  One good day by 
Cleveland-Cliffs (CLF) could switch the order.  Bob Veres, 
Jay Hall and Gordon Allyardyce are close behind.  11 lucky 
players are positive during this continued rocky market 
period since the start of  the game in mid October, 2021. At 
the moment, the top stock is Abbvie (ABBV) with a 44% gain.  

If you are having any questions reading or printing the Stock 
Game on your PC, please do not hesitate to email or call me 
at 248-990-0305.  We can set-up a Zoom meeting and help 
you read and print the report.

Happy Investing!

Mike Korsak

On Monday, April 11, at 1:00PM, Tom Booth will 
present, via Zoom, one of his favorite films, “The Great  
Train Robbery” (1978) (1 hour/50 minutes).  In this British 
heist crime movie, writer-director Michael Crichton tells 
the story of a Victorian era master thief, Edward Pierce 
(Sean Connery), who plans a robbery that has never been 
done before: to rob a moving train.  Working with a master 
safecracker (Donald Sutherland) and a seductive woman 
(Lesley-Anne Down), Pierce devises an incredibly complex 
plan to break into the train’s safe and steal a large shipment of 
gold bars.  Tom tells us that this fascinating story, with a comic 
tone and fantastic action sequences, will keep your eyes glued 
to the screen for the entire film.  The movie’s outstanding 
musical soundtrack score was written by Oscar winning 
composer Jerry Goldsmith and perfectly captures the feel 
of the Victorian era.   

So, mark your calendars now and plan to join us on April 
11, to watch this powerful action-packed presentation. Tom 
advises you to have plenty of popcorn on hand to help make 
your movie going experience complete for you and your family.  

Watch for our access information eBlast as we near the show date.  
Looking forward to seeing you on April 11.   

– Fred Hansz / Chairman
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April
Week 1 Date Time Group Location or via Zoom

Friday Friday, April 1, 2022 10:30 AM Weekly Friday Mtg Iroquois Club + Zoom
Friday Friday, April 1, 2022 1:30 PM Bridge Group Baldwin Public Library 

Week 2
Monday Monday, April 4, 2022 9:30 AM Bowling Escape Lanes, Troy
First Monday Monday, April 4, 2022 2:00 PM Genealogy Group Baldwin Public Library 
Tuesday Tuesday, April 5, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Group Location depends on temperature
First Tuesday Tuesday, April 5, 2022 10:00 AM Special Events Zoom
First Wednesday Wednesday, April 6, 2022 10:30 AM Readers Group B Zoom
Wednesday Wednesday, April 6, 2022 12 Noon Spinning Group Beverly Hills Club
Thursday Thursday, April 7, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Golf at the Dome / Evolution Sportsplex
Thursday Thursday, April 7, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Group Location depends on temperature
Friday Friday, April 8, 2022 10:30 AM Weekly Friday Mtg Iroquois Club + Zoom
Friday Friday, April 8, 2022 1:30 PM Bridge Group Baldwin Public Library 

Week 3
Monday Monday, April 11, 2022 9:30 AM Bowling Escape Lanes, Troy
Second Monday Monday, April 11, 2022 1:00 PM Movie Group Zoom
Tuesday Tuesday, April 12, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Second Tuesday Tuesday, April 12, 2022 10:00 AM Executive Board Baldwin Public Library + Zoom
Wednesday Wednesday, April 13, 2022 12 Noon Spinning Beverly Hills Club
Thursday Thursday, April 14, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Golf at the Dome / Evolution Sportsplex
Thursday Thursday, April 14, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Second Thursday Thursday, April 14, 2022 2:45 PM Investment Group Baldwin Public Library + Zoom
Friday Friday, April 15, 2022 No meeting Weekly Friday Meeting No Meeting on this religious holiday
Friday Friday, April 15, 2022 No meeting Bridge Group No Meeting on this religious holiday
Third Friday Friday, April 15, 2022 5:00 PM Reminder Deadline smcbreminder@gmail.com

Week 4
Monday Monday, April 18, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Lincoln Hills Country Club
Monday Monday, April 18, 2022 9:30 AM Bowling Escape Lanes, Troy
Third Monday Monday, April 18, 2022 3:00 PM Readers Group A Zoom
Tuesday Tuesday, April 19, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Wednesday Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12 Noon Spinning Beverly Hills Club
Third Wednesday Wednesday, April 20, 2022 1:00 PM Computer Group Zoom
Thursday Thursday, April 21, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Springdale Country Club
Thursday Thursday, April 21, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Quarterly Thursday, April 21, 2022 1:30 PM Membership Committee Zoom
Third Thursday Thursday, April 21, 2022 3:00 PM Camera Group Zoom
Friday Friday, April 22, 2022 10:30 AM Weekly Friday Mtg Iroquois Club + Zoom
Friday Friday, April 22, 2022 1:30 PM Bridge Group Baldwin Public Library 

Week 5
Monday Monday, April 18, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Lincoln Hills Country Club
Monday Monday, April 25, 2022 9:30 AM Bowling Escape Lanes, Troy
Tuesday Tuesday, April 26, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Wednesday Wednesday, April 27, 2022 12 Noon Spinning Beverly Hills Club
Thursday Thursday, April 28, 2022 9:00 AM Golfing Springdale Country Club
Thursday Thursday, April 28, 2022 9:00 AM Walking Location depends on temperature
Friday Friday, April 29, 2022 10:30 AM Weekly Friday Mtg Iroquois Club + Zoom
Friday Friday, April 29, 2022 1:30 PM Bridge Group Baldwin Public Library 

APRIL 2022 CALENDAR - AT A GLANCE

MAY REMINDER DEADLINE:  APRIL 15, 2022
NOTE: Due to potential fluxuations in venue location (staffing or operating hours) or schedule, revisions to this

calendar are possible. Please watch your email and www.seniormensclub.com for updates or potential cancellations.
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Th e Reminder

Contact Us:

Th e Reminder

The Senior Men's Club mailing 
address for general Club or SMC 
Foundation correspondence is:

 Senior Men's Club
 P.O. Box 1149
 Birmingham, MI 48012-1149
All mail should be sent to the above address 

The Club may also be contacted via
email at:

seniormensclub@gmail.com

Visit SMC at:
www.seniormensclub.com

A monthly publication of the Senior Men's
Club, which meets Friday at 10:30 AM
at the Iroquois Club* in Bloomfield Hills.

Officers for 2022 are:
- President, Swarn Rajpal;
- First Vice President, Paul Kovceses;
- Second Vice President, Larry Imerman;
- Recording Secretary, John Maten;
- Corresponding Secretary, Ray Buratto;
-  Treasurer, Jim Suhay;
-  Assistant Treasurer, Rich McGee;
-  Officers at Large, Jim King, Tom Russell

THE REMINDER Team:
- Dick Harper, Editor Emeritus;
- Jay Kafarski, Publisher;
- Maynard Timm, Co-Editor
- Tim McGee, Co-Editor
- Tom Booth, Photography.

	 *The Iroquois Club is located on the east
	 side of  Woodward Avenue, just north of
	 Square Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills.
	 The meeting is also accessible via ZOOM
	 for those not able to attend in person.

Happy SpringHappy Spring

The first robin of spring always has regrets.


