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The Reminder
February 2006 Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, Michigan

2* Major Andrew “Rocky” Raczkowski, Retired U.S. Army “Soldiers View of the Global War on Terror”

10 Dr. Ernest Krug, Chairman of Ethics Committee, Beaumont Hospital “Ethical Issues at the End of Life”

17 Dr. Steven Kalt, Premier Internist “Health Considerations for the Elderly”

24 Kim Isles, Ph.D. “The Latest About Computers”

2* Bernie and Bernie Muench, SMC Member, Max Broock Real Estate “New Condo Alternatives”

10 Andy Acho, Ford Director of Environmental Programs “Environmental Stewardship”

17 Bert Ward, GM Retiree and Independent Financial Consultant “Personal Portfolio Management”

24 Jeff Grant, Smith Barney Personal Financial Consultant “Personal Portfolio Management”

3 William O’Neill, M.D., Chief of Cardiology, Wm. Beaumont Hospital “Coronary Artery Disease”

FEBRUARY DISCUSSIONS FEBRUARY CHAIRMAN: Bernie Muench

MARCH PROGRAMS MARCH CHAIRMAN: John O’Brien

FEBRUARY PROGRAMS FEBRUARY CHAIRMAN: Don Cox

* These meetings held on Thursday, February 2.

3 Augie Perrotta, SMC “Bow Ties: Who Wears Them and Why and How to Tie One”

MARCH DISCUSSIONS MARCH CHAIRMAN: Augie Perotta

Club Leaders
The Senior Men’s Club launched 2006 with two traditional ceremonies.

At the meeting on January 3, outgoing President Jack McLaughlin accepted
his past president card after passing the gavel of authority to incoming
president Frank Barnes. Frank led attending members in a rousing round of
applause to thank Jack for an outstanding year of leadership.

Past President Dick Harper then represented the Club in presenting the
past presidents plaque to Jack; this plaque symbolizes our appreciation for
Jack leading the SMC through such a successful year.

—Dick Harper
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New Applicants:
James F. Gillette, (Margaret)
1539 Birmingham Blvd.
Birmingham, 48009-1994
248-647-0651 E-mail: JamesGillette@hotmail.com
Sponsor: Thomas Alexander

Earl F. Hopengardner
37130 McKinley Court #655
Farmington Hills, 48335-1859
248-426-0472 E-mail: Earl9874@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Richard A. Suminski

Malcolm S. Macdonald, (Abby)
1782 Palmetto Court
Bloomfield Hills, 48302-1743
248-851-4710 E-mail: MacMacdon@gmail.com
Sponsor: Charles B. Kirkpatrick

Thomas P. Schreitmueller, (Pat)
28726 Hidden Trail
Farmington Hills, 48331-2981
248-324-0633 E-mail: TSchreit@twmi.rr.com
Sponsor: Emmett P. Feely, Jr.

John R. Tindall, (Elaine)
1342 Alameda Blvd.
Troy, 48085-6739
248-828-2920
Sponsor: Donald R. Doty

Robert J. Borgon, (Denise)
32340 Drury Lane
Beverly Hills, 48025-2917
248-647-5857 E-mail: RJBorgon@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: John M. Rady

William B. Brown, (Loralee)
42160 Woodward Ave., Unit 78
Bloomfield Hills, 48304-5161
248-322-1063 E-mail: BBrown36@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Harold S. Stanton

Gasper F. Ruffino, (Anna)
151 Overhill Road
Bloomfield Hills, 48301-2559
248-593-4990
Sponsor: Peter J. Good

Diran Yazejian, (Joyce)
4515 Kirkcaldy Road, Bloomfield Hills, 48304-3748
248-646-0158 E-mail: DJYaz@yahoo.com
Sponsor: John W. Reddy

—Bill Peschel and Pete Kass

Deaths:
Life Member Grant W. Barber, joined June 1972
Member Neal C. Brady, joined October 1999
Member F. William Gridley, joined April 1996

Membership News

Notice to Members
Pete Kass as the 2006 Membership Chairman

will be handling the “New Member Induction
Activities” and Bill Peschel as Vice Chairman will
be processing all “Applications for Membership.”
Please be sure to Address all Applications to the
Membership Committee; Attention Bill
Peschel.

—Bill Peschel

To Life Member:
William I. Chapman, joined January 1993
Donald R. Doty, joined November 1988
Kenneth E. Brooker, joined November 1990

Resigned:
Charles B. Breedlove (Life), joined February 1988
John W. Carter, joined June 2000

To Leave of Absence:
Henry F. Noonan

New Address:
Bill Isherwood
14707 Northville Road #362
Plymouth, MI 48170-6069
734-459-1617
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Thank You and
Congratulations

 The Community House thanks the SMC for
its generous support of the 2005 Community
House Annual Fund Drive.  The Senior Men’s
Club, both members and applicants, contributed
a total of $55,405 to The Community House
operating fund.  This is an increase of $4,755
over the final figure for 2004, a healthy 9.4%
increase.  The number of contributors increased
from 472 to 503 and the average gift grew to
$110, up nearly 3%.  We are told that the
contribution total, number of contributors and
average gift size are all-time records.  And,
because the Fund Drive chairpersons, Tom and
Ann Stallkamp, have agreed to match all new
and increased pledges, our support of The
Community House is further enhanced.

 This financial backing is vital to
the future of The Community
House, its continuing operation,
and its outreach programs.  The

SMC utilizes this facility more
than any other entity in the area.

We are in the building not only on Fridays for
our regular meetings and discussion groups, but
nearly every day of the week for committee and
group meetings.  Thus, it is essential that we
strongly support the Annual Fund Drive.  The
Community House is our home and there is no
other comparable facility available to us.

 Your Special Projects Committee offers its
thanks and congratulations on your fine
response to our requests.  We are slowly
approaching our goal of $65,000 with 100%
member and applicant participation.  Perhaps
2006 will be the year we attain these levels.
Please consider a pledge now so we don’t have to
send you any donor-request letters and pledge
cards.  It will save us time and postage; your
conscience will be clear and your tax-deduction
for 2006 secure.  You don’t even need a check.
Contributions may be charged to either Visa or
MasterCard.  We have pledge cards and self-
addressed envelopes available at the Friday
meetings.  Just look me up.

 Again, your generous support is greatly
needed and appreciated by all.

—James A. Schaefer

Senior Men....Senior Cars
Are you a car collector?

Do you have an interest
in collectable cars or

trucks?
Do you own a vintage

vehicle?
We are surveying the

interest in forming a Senior Men’s Club special
interest group to possible tour, show or discuss
vintage vehicles.

If interested please email Al Bosley at
ADBosley@comcast.net or call 248-642-2740.

—Al Bosley

Help Wanted
A few good men are needed to join

the Visitation-Health Committee and,
upon the death of a member make

some telephone calls to other
members. To volunteer, please call or
email Jaap Delevie at 248-647-3264

or using his e-mail address:
MargieenJaapD@sbcglobal.net.

Handbook and Directory
The SMC Member Handbook and Applicant

Directory will be available for pickup at the
regular Friday morning meetings

during January and February. All
members and applicants should
stop by and pick up both of these
books.

—Handbook Committee
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Bridge
High scorers in the Duplicate: Jim Kurz with

66.32 and Jim Haidle with 58.33. There was
one grand slam by Patterson and Callam and
five small slams: Bauer and Chandler; Muench
and Tabor; Davis and Suminski; Kurz and
Tedesco; Callam and McLaughlin.

—Zack Endress and Don McNair

Bowling Report
With the season almost two-thirds over I thought

it would be in order to tell everyone about the Men’s
Club bowling activity. We have 12 four-man teams
bowling every Monday morning, 9:00 a.m., at the
Thunderbird Lanes in Troy. The average age of all our
bowlers is 76 and the average bowling score is 135.
Almost all of our bowlers came back to the game after
being away from the game for some years.

The season is 30 weeks with two 15 week halves to
determine winners for each half.

Bowling alleys today are equipped with
computerized scoring monitors and are virtually
smoke free. On Wednesday, we practice and the rate is
only five dollars for three games, starting at 10:00 a.m.

—Dennis Kozak

Tennis Winners

Carl Pacacha, Senior Men’s Club member and
his tennis doubles partner, Dick Rood, won the silver
medal award in the National Senior Olympics held
in Pittsburgh, PA. last June. They are the reigning
Michigan doubles champions in the 70-74 age
category.

Carl is a graduate of Duquesne University, where
he played varsity football for three years, serving as
co-captain in 1952. He is a member of the
Duquesne Sports Hall of Fame.

Congratulations, Carl!
Jack Fitzpatrick, Senior Men’s Club member, is a

member of the Super Seniors (over 60) tennis
doubles team, playing out of the Detroit Tennis and
Squash Club. Through various competitions in
Michigan, the team won the State of Michigan
Championship. Jack’s team then won the Midwest
Championship (five states) in Indianapolis and
qualified for and participated in the National Super
Seniors Competition in Kansas City, MO (May
2005) and in Palm Springs, CA (October 2005).

Jack also belongs to the Birmingham Athletic
Club, and he is a graduate of Indiana University
where he captained IU’s tennis team.

—Dick Harper and Chuck Kirkpatrick

You teach me baseball and I’ll teach you
relativity...No, we must not. You will learn
about relativity faster than I learn baseball.

—Albert Einstein
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Reminder Reader Inputs
Last month, we invited readers to provide

information on significant member honors or
accomplishments that we could report in The
Reminder. We also encouraged any members with
writing ambitions to contact us about submitting
articles of possible interest for publication.

So far, the response can best be described as
underwhelming. Don’t be bashful - your audience is
waiting.

—Chuck Kirkpatrick and Dick Harper

Manage Your Share of the World and Your Life!
Bernie Muench, the February Chairman for our after-lunch Discussion Group meeting every Friday, wants

everyone to be more aware of his surroundings and how to benefit from community knowledge to improve
life quality. The February programs have been selected to continue the array of programs that should be of
interest to the members of the Senior Men’s Club. Look on the front cover of The Reminder each month for the
schedule of discussion topics and presenters.

Our first meeting in February will provide an overview of condo alternatives in our area including new
condo concepts that are becoming available and the advantages and limitations of condo living compared to
more traditional alternatives. You may be surprised at the array of features and prices that are available.

For the second meeting, we will discuss initiatives that are underway to protect and improve our
environment, including things that we can all do to contribute to a better overall result for ourselves and our
communities by making small changes in our behavior and practices.

For the third and fourth meetings, we will have the opportunity to compare and contrast two different
approaches to management of personal financial investment portfolios. One approach will be presented by a
retiree and independent financial consultant. Another approach will be presented by a personal financial
consultant from a major brokerage firm. The similarities and differences should provide for a better
understanding of the principles involved.

All members, applicants, and guests are welcome to attend these meetings which are held every Friday at
The Community House from 12:45 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. You’ll hear about many things of interest, add to
your views for discussions with friends, and you may decide to make some life changes.

—Irv Poston

Investment Study Group
The Investment Group will meet Wednesday, February 8 at 2:45 p.m. in The Community House.
William Reagan, Senior V.P. of Fidelity Investments (the largest mutual fund company in the U.S.) will

discuss the global stock market and economic trends. He will show us how to benefit from the favorable
stock market. All SMC members, applicants, spouses and guests are welcome.

—George Miller

New Officer Team

Our newly elected officer team is ready to lead
the SMC to a great year in 2006. From the left are
Dave Dinger - Corresponding Secretary, Bob
Pullar - Recording Secretary, Bill Johnson - 1st
Vice President, Ken Urwiller - 2nd Vice President
and Frank Barnes - President.
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J. R. Bohn, (Joan)
5845 Sutters Lane
Bloomfield, 48301-1063
248-851-5004
Sponsor: John Flintosh

Karl Kiefer, (Margaret)
31114 Bingham Road
Bingham Farms, 48025-4332
248-644-4607
E-mail: Kieferjk@aol.com
Sponsor: Jerry Heller

Charles N. Green
18919 Riverside Drive
Beverly Hills, 48025-3064
248-647-0477
Sponsor: Phil Werner

New Members:

Dale K. Parker, (Corinne)
3101 Caswell Drive
Troy, 48084-1275
248-645-2761
Sponsor: Curtis Lundy

Congratulations to the
2005 Attendance Honorees
     Life Members

Dick Hameister 40
Jim Peters 40
Richard Thomas 40
Sherwin Vine 40
Ed Hoagland 39
William MacLachlan 39

Active Members
Roy Halmhuber 41
Dick Harper 41
Charles Johnston 41
Bill Bratton 40
Bill Crabtree 39
John Dudash 39
Frank Garland 39
John Horiszny 39
Ray Latovick 39
Jack McLaughlin 39
Bill Minard 39

       —Dave Schwartz

Capital Stock Game
Our members are pretty astute investors. After

nearly three months of the Capital Stock Game
conducted by the Investment Study Group, only four
of the 49 entrants have experienced a paper loss.
Ironically, two of these four are serving as chairman
and vice-chairman of the group.

The game leader is Jim Leese, whose portfolio is
up 41%. His portfolio consists of one stock - Apple
Computer. So much for the importance of
diversification.

—Dick Harper

THE REMINDER

A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of
Birmingham, which meets on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at
The Community House, 380 S. Bates, Birmingham,
Michigan 48009.

Officers for 2006 are:  Frank Barnes, president;
Bill Johnson, first vice president; Ken Urwiller,
second vice president; Bob Pullar, recording secretary;
Dave Dinger, corresponding secretary; Bill Minard,
treasurer; Bill Sprague, assistant treasurer; William H.
Crabtree, parliamentarian; Bob Klein and Riggs
Miller, officers at large.

THE REMINDER  includes: Chuck Kirkpatrick,
editor; Dick Harper, Paul Pentecost, Bill Reilly, Dick
Davis, associate editors; Bob Hadley and John
Dudash, photography; Kim Duenow and Lee
Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan and Bert
Swanson, mailing.
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Special Event:

Charlie Prose in Concert

Sunday, April 2, 2006 is the date. So mark your
calendar. The widely acclaimed entertainer
Charlie Prose will be appearing at 3:00 p.m. at the
Macomb Center for the Performing Arts. This is
one event you and your lady won’t want to miss.

Charlie Prose has become an American
entertainment treasure, blending his homespun
comedy, energetic piano styling and his romantic
singing style. When Platinum Award winner Prose
strides on stage, for the next few hours it’s almost
certain that you’ll feel like you know him
personally. It’s “just one big happy party.”

Deluxe motor coach transportation to and
from the Macomb Center is included. Ticket price
and sale dates will be announced in February. For
details see Maury Allen or John J. O’ Brien.

—John J. O’Brien

Mystery Song Lyrics
A record number of nine

readers - all apparently Judy
Garland fans - correctly
identified the following lyrics
as the title song from the movie
“Meet Me In St. Louis (Louie).”

“Don’t tell me the lights are shining
any place but there.
We will dance the hootchie coochie
You will be my tootsie wootsie.”
In order of receipt, they were Bill Sprague,

George Nordenholt, Bob Klein, Jack McLaughlin,
Chuck Himelhoch, Dick Porter, Dale Parker, Clarke
Thornton and John Ridan (Chuck and Clarke
indicated help from wives).

Irv Poston suggested this month’s challenge. Can
you name the tune containing these lyrics?

“Gentlemen songsters off on a spree
Doomed from here to eternity
Lord have mercy on such as we
Baa baa baa”
Hint: You may have sung this during your

college days, especially if you went to Yale.
—Dick Harper

EXECUTIVE BOARD ACTION
At the Executive Board meeting held on January 10, 2006, President Frank Barnes noted

that the Senior Men’s Club will observe its 50th anniversary in early 2007. He commented
that this most significant event should be recognized with an appropriately planned
celebration.

To that end, he announced formation of an ad-hoc committee to develop plans for this
celebration. Past President Dick Harper accepted the chairmanship of this committee, and will
be responsible both for staffing the committee and for developing specific plans for this noteworthy event.
Historian Frank Garland and long time photographer Bob Hadley will contribute importantly to this
planning. Any club member or applicant interested in a committee role or with suggestions for this
celebration should contact Dick Harper.

—Dick Harper

I have the best job in the world. All I have to do is to take
one word at a time and put it after another. And guess
what? All the words have already been invented.

           —Eddie Edgar, Detroit newspaperman



The Reminder
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham
380 S. Bates St. Birmingham, MI 48009

Executive Board Meeting: Tuesday, February 14, 2006, 9:30 AM

Reminder Deadline: Friday, February 17, 2006

Games
Bowling: Monday, 9:00 AM and Wednesday, 10:00 AM at Thunderbird Lanes

Bridge: Tuesdays, 9:00 AM and Fridays after lunch.

Special Events
Macomb Center for the Performing Arts, Charlie Rose: Sunday, April 2, 2006

Purple Rose Theatre, Guest Artist: Wednesday, February 1, 2006
11:30 AM, First Presbyterian Church

Group Meetings
Investment Study: Wednesday, February 8, 2006 at 2:45 PM

Camera: Tuesday, February 14, 2006 at 2:00 PM

Computer: Wednesday, February 15, 2006 at 3:00 PM
All events at The Community House unless otherwise stated.

CLUB DATES TO REMEMBER

Camera Group
If you have ever wanted to visit Greece, here is

your chance to learn about this fascinating country.
On Tuesday, February 14, SMC member Harold

Brown will present a slide show about a recent trip to Greece and a
cruise to the Greek Islands and Turkey.

The recorded history of this part of the world goes back several
thousand years and is reflected in the fascinating ruins that abound in
the countryside.

Come see this program and bring your friends on Tuesday,
February 14 at 2:00 p.m. at The Community House. Everyone is
welcome! This is the same program that was schedualed for January
but has been rescheduled.

—Harold Brown

Computer Group

On Wednesday, the 15th of
February, Dr. Joseph Stern will show
us how we can use our computers to
check the safety and side effects of
many of the drugs we now use.

Joe will visit websites that have
the information we need.

Mentally bring a list of all of the
drugs you now use so that they
might be discussed.  The meeting
will start at 3:00 P.M. at The
Community House.

 —George Nordenholt

Members with
E-mail

The proportion of the SMC
membership on-line continues to
expand. At the latest count, about
53% of us have e-mail addresses.
Applicants who generally are a little
younger (and possibly more “with
it”) are highest at 70%, active
members are at 56%, while only
30% of our life members are on-line.

Reminder Editor Chuck
Kirkpatrick notes that receiving
The Reminder on line has two
major benefits - getting this great
publication in glorious color,
while saving the club printing,
handling and postage expense.

Think about it!
(Thanks to

Bob Engel for
these e-mail
statistics).

—Dick Harper


