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The Reminder
May 2019 Senior Men’s Club, Birmingham, Michigan

F e l l o w s h i p • S h a r e d I n t e r e s t s • S e r v i c e

Did you know 
May 2019 
marks the 

62nd Anniversary of 
the Senior Men's 

Club?

Cliff Worthy - "The Black Knight"
Many members of the Senior Men’s Club have achieved 
much in life and have overcome challenges producing 
significant accomplishments. Member Cliff Worthy 
clearly epitomizes this, having served as a trailblazer 
at West Point, experiencing and overcoming family 
trauma, being an accomplished and recognized military 
leader, followed by success as a GM executive. 

Cliff was born in Atlanta, but moved to Detroit for 
schooling, attending Hamtramck High School. He 
graduated at age 16, clearly demonstrating exceptional 
abilities at an early age. He enrolled at Wayne University 
(not yet Wayne State). One day he happened to meet 
someone on campus wearing a West Point uniform, 
and being intrigued, engaged in conversation. This 
led to Cliff writing to Congressman John Dingell, Sr. inquiring about a possible 
congressional appointment. 

Three years later, Cliff was a cadet, one of only three African Americans in his class. 
Academy life was most challenging, but Cliff made it, graduating in 1953, and was 
married to wife Lillian at the Academy in a traditional ceremony. He experienced a 
multiplicity of Army assignments, including Field Artillery and Airborne, served in 
Vietnam, followed by Pentagon positions, retiring as a Colonel. 

During this time, three children arrived – Mark, who faced development challenges, 
Jennifer and Kym- currently serving as Wayne County prosecuting attorney. Mark’s 
problems led to a life long commitment by Cliff to agencies helping such children. 
Wife Lillian unfortunately passed and Cliff decided to retire from the Army to provide 
care and support for his children. Later he found love again and married Mildred. 
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Life Member Dues
After the first 47 Life Member contributors were listed 
in the February Reminder we have received donations 
from an additional 11 Life Members. A grateful SMC 
thanks you!

Attn: Senior Men's Club...
We Are Looking for a Few Good Men!
On Friday, June 7, we 
will be celebrating the 
75th Anniversary of 
the D-Day Landing...
the beginning of the 
end of World War 
II. The meeting will 
open with a color 
guard tribute lead by 
Dr. Dave Dinger, the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
and the SMC Chorus 
l e a d i n g  u s  i n  a 
patriotic song along with the five branch of military 
service songs. Al Eicher has created a thirty minute 
tribute to D-Day and the battles of the European 
Theater of Operations (ETO). 

We would like to have all of our members who 
served during WWII attend and to reminiscence their 
involvement...especially if you landed on one of the 
Normandy Beaches...so we can pay tribute to you.

Please contact Larry Imerman or Tim McGee 
your intent of attending and if you are in need of 
transportation! 

—Timothy S. McGee

Parking Updates
For those using the Chester Street Parking Structure,  
you are acutely aware of the out-of-operation elevators 
during the past few months. The non-functioning lifts 
were caused by the cold weather affecting the electronics 
controls for the system. Additional heaters have been 
installed and the control panels should be warm and 
cozy for the future.

The advertising agency McCann Detroit laid off 213 
employees at its Birmingham office located just north of 
The Community House. The reduction in force means 
a less filled parking structure and hence more room for 
SMC members and guests.

The lay-offs are a double edged sword. While fewer will 
park at the Chester Street structure, the city’s contract 
with the valet service states that the structure must be at 
least 95% to trigger free valet parking on the structure’s 
4th level. No valet service is provided if occupancy falls 
below the trigger point.

The city’s Spark Parking Data System will soon go online. 
It enables drivers to locate convenient parking spots in 
half of the average parking search time. It also allows 
analysis of real-time parking information. This permits 
demand-driven parking fees and, in theory, lowers 
parking rates during our Friday meetings.

The $130M redeveloping of the North Old Woodward 
Parking Structure could expand parking from the 
existing 770 spaces to a minimum of 1150 spaces.  The 
construction further may include a new five-story mixed-
use building and a new residential building on the north 
end of the site. The impact of the construction could 
start affecting parking around The Community House 
as early as November 2019. The next phase of the Maple 
Road improvement project closes streets beginning next 
spring. You will need to plan accordingly.

—Larry Imerman

Robert Cooper
John Dickson
Jim Feiten
Dennis Fitzpatrick
Ed Jones
Wenz Koch

Walker Mayhew
Bob Munn
John Slocum
Jim Slosberg
Andy Spencer

...continued from page 1

Cliff Worthy
He joined GM in a variety of product quality positions, 
many at the Tech Center in Warren, before retiring. 

All of these experiences led to Cliff’s interest in writing 
a book about his multi-faceted life. This recently 
published effort is entitled “The Black Knight” which 
has nothing to do with his race, but recognizes 
the fact that this is an endearing description of all 
West Point cadets. Army sports teams typically wear 
black uniforms. The book details many of Cliff’s life 
experiences, especially as a cadet, as an Army officer 
and as a man of faith. It is a compelling account of 
his meeting and overcoming many life challenges, 
while remaining his own man.

—Dick Harper
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Groups
Reading Groups
At 10:30AM on Wednesday, May 1 
we will discuss Victor Davis Hanson’s 

"The Second World Wars". Hanson is a 
classicist, military historian, columnist, Professor 
Emeritus at California State University, Fresno and 
Fellow at the Hoover Institute at Stanford. This 
book draws on 3,000 years of military history to 
thematically discuss how the war, which cost the 
lives of more than 60 million people, was fought and 
how ultimately the Axis blunders cost them victory.  
In his New York Times review, Thomas Ricks wrote, 
“…I found it lively and provocative, full of the kind 
of novel perceptions that can make a familiar subject 
interesting again.” This discussion will be led by 
Gordon Allardyce.

At 3:00PM on Monday, May 20 we will discuss 
"The River of Doubt: Theodore Roosevelt’s Darkest 
Journey" by Candice Millard". Millard was the 
winner of the 2017 BIO Award for her biographies 
of Churchill, Garfield and Theodore Roosevelt. Each 
of these books received extensive critical acclaim. 
After his election defeat in 1912, Roosevelt set his 
sights on the most punishing physical challenge he 
could find, the exploration of an unmapped, rapids-
choked tributary of the Amazon. In facing a terrible 
series of hardships along the way, three men died 
and Roosevelt seriously considered suicide. This 
discussion will be led by Tom Booth.

—Bob Maxfield

Classic Movie Group
The Classic Movie Group is pleased to 
announce two exciting shows for May. First, 
on Friday, May 10, at 12:45PM, Malcolm 

Hendy will host a presentation of the classic British film 
“The Dam Busters” (1955) starring Richard Todd and 
Michael Redgrave. This sharp edged WWII drama tells 
the story of how the British developed a special bomb 
and then used it to destroy Germany’s hydroelectric 
dams. Then, on Monday, May 20, at 1:00PM, Waller 
Harris will present the landmark action urban film “The 
French Connection” (1971) starring Gene Hackman and 
Fernando Rey. Winner of five Oscars, this film details 
an attempted international heroin smuggle into NYC 
and the maverick detective who stops it. If you enjoy 
suspenseful action packed war films and dynamic fast 
paced detective stories then these two quite different but 
very well crafted films are for you.

—Fred Hansz

Computer Group
The next meeting of the Computer 
Group will be Wednesday, May 15 at 
10:00AM at the Microsoft store (on the 

2nd level) in Somerset North. The topic will be "Online 
Safety Overview Workshop". Online information and 
services have become an enriching and pervasive part 
of our everyday lives. But life online also presents 
risks to privacy, safety, relationships, reputations, and 
resources. The workshop will cover internet safety, 
telling myths from facts about dangers online, and 
practical steps to help protect your digital devices, 
information, and identity. 

—Tom Allen

Investment Group
The Investment Group will next meet on 
Wednesday, May 8 at 2:45PM. Our speaker 
will be Julie Hollinshead, Portfolio 

Manager, DeRoy & Devereaux. They manage the TCH 
Endowment funds and Julie's husband Peter is a SMC 
member. Her title “Does this bull market have more 
legs after a ten year run?” Trade remains a wildcard and 
an area of investor focus and potential market volatility. 
Factors determining if this bull market continues will 
be interest rates, corporate profit growth and valuation. 
Mike Clement continues to lead the Stock Game with 
a 32% gain. John Murray is now second with a 20.7% 
gain. John Marsh, Tom Ernst, and Art Lewry follow 
closely. The stock game ends May 31. 

—George Miller

Genealogy Group
The Genealogy Group will meet Monday, 
May 6 at 2:00PM. The discussion topic 

is “Mothers, Daughters, Wives: Tracing 
Female Lines”. Guests are welcome. 

—Dave Bakos 



President's Page
I'm a third of the way in my term as 
your President and there's never a dull 
day. Faced with the challenges due to 
the change in TCH business operations, 
I am happy to report that your fellow 
members and committee chairs have not 
only adapted, but you will see even better 
operating practices.

Committee chairs are busy investigating 
better systems of tracking and informing 
the  membership; new stationery with 
the new logo will be used; a new updated 
SMC brochure and membership application are now available...and 
on-line as well; and another group is investigating ways to strengthen 
our financial well being. These efforts are exactly what I proposed 
our goals for the year should be: 

•	 Maximizing the Individual Strengths and Interests of Each 
Member; 
•	 Work as a Team;
•	 Practice Stewardship and be Accountable to the Community;
•	 Think Forward; and
•	 Recruit and Mentor New Leaders.

We are on our way to meeting these five goals; unfortunately, even 
though we have been successful in gaining new members, we have had 
to say goodbye to some as well and only hope that they will return 
someday in the future as their time will permit them.

I want to now address the third goal...Practice Stewardship and be 
Accountable to the Community! The once a month Moment of 
Interest when a SMC member addresses the membership on their 
volunteer activity has been well received. But now we need to practice 
good stewardship within our home!

Soon, you will be receiving a letter asking for your donation to the 
SMC Annual Giving Initiative to provide critical needed funding for 
the general operation of The Community House. The Senior Men’s 
Club annually contributes to the financial viability of The Community 
House recognizing our mutual strong relationship including cost free 
Club access to Community House facilities for our many activities!

It is well known that we benefit greatly from the opportunity to meet 
and use the many rooms of The Community House...for 62 years! Last 
year we used over 325 rooms for Friday general meetings, committee 
meetings, movies, bridge games, etc. at a potential lost revenue to 
The Community House in excess of $130,000. 

Last year we contributed over $90,000 to support The Community 
House and we hope that you will once again give generously, so we 
can achieve and exceed this level of generosity and firmly establish 
the SMC as The Community House's primary partner and Men on 
the Go! 

—Timothy S. McGee
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Special 
Events

Mud Hens Ballgame
We will visit 
the beautiful 
F i f t h  T h i r d 
Field ballpark 
in Toledo to 
watch the Mud 
Hens play on 
We d n e s d a y, 
May 15, and the 
Mud Hens’ opponent will be the Norfolk 
Tides, a farm team for the Baltimore 
Orioles. We have reserved a block of 40 
excellent first base side seats under the 2nd 
deck overhang. The game starts at 10:30AM, 
so our bus will leave the Birmingham First 
Presbyterian Church promptly at 8:15AM. 
Following the game, we will go to the 
Real Seafood Company on the Maumee 
River for a late lunch (included in the 
ticket price). After lunch we will return to 
Birmingham by 5:30PM. Ticket sales began 
on April 26, on a first-come, first-served 
basis at $55 per ticket – NOTE PRICE 
REDUCTION! Spouses and significant 
others are invited to join us. 

—Jim King

Lunch & Musical in 
Dexter
Join a fun-filled motorcoach of SMC 
members and friends for a visit to the 
Encore Theatre in Dexter on Saturday, 
June 22. We will depart from the First 
Presbyterian Church on Maple Road at 
10:30AM. Lunch will be at the Fillmore 
Bar & Grill, in Dexter at noon. Our musical 
matinee will be Gershwin's "Crazy for You" 
at 2:00PM. The cost is $80 all inclusive. We 
will return home at approximately 6:00PM. 
For tickets see either Malcolm Hendy, Art 
Pope or Ron Froehlich.

—Malcolm Hendy
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The Senior Men’s Club annually 
contributes to the financial viability 
of The Community House recognizing our 
mutual strong relationship including cost 
free Club access to Community House 
facilities for our many activities! 

For over 62 years we have developed and 
maintained a mutual and special relationship for 
which all of us are deeply grateful. The 
Community House has been much more than a 
valuable resource for our club; it is our 
home....and it is showing her age! 

The boilers need replacement...the kitchen needs 
a major overhaul...and a long-term preventive 
maintenance plan needs to be adopted.  These are 
issues for the TCH Board of Directors to handle, 
but what can we do? 

Every year the members of our club come 
together and show our gratitude by contributing 
to the SMC Annual Giving Initiative. The funds 
raised through the SMC Annual Giving Initiative 
not only help The Community House fulfill its 
mission, but they also help offset the SMC 
general meeting and administrative fees, which 
our club receives throughout the year at little 
cost. Annually the SMC meets at The 
Community House over 450 times for Friday 
general meetings and lunch, bridge and our 
various committee meetings.  

As you know, The Community House receives 
no aid from the city or government. Instead, they 
rely on the generous support from individuals, 
like us, to keep their doors open. By contributing 
to the 2019 SMC Annual Giving Initiative, The 
Community House will remain the important 
resource that our group and thousands of 
individuals in the surrounding communities rely 
upon. 

Last year we contributed over $90,000 and we 
hope to reach and exceed that amount for 2019.  

Please consider a major donation to the 
Annual Giving Initiative and donate 
today! 

2019 Giving Levels 

President’s 
Circle 

Individuals who give $2,500 
or more in total in 2019. 
Those who give will be 
recognized in Senior Men’s 
Club publications including 
The Reminder and at the 
Annual Giving Luncheon in 
2020. 

1st VP Circle 

Individuals who give $1,000 
or more in total in 2019. 
Those who give will be 
recognized in Senior Men’s 
Club publications including 
The Reminder and at the 
Annual Giving Luncheon in 
2020. 

2nd VP Circle 

Individuals who give$500 or 
more in total in 2019. Those 
who give will be recognized 
in Senior Men’s Club 
publications including The 
Reminder and at the Annual 
Giving Luncheon in 2020. 

Recording 
Secretary 

Circle 

Individuals who give$250 or 
more in total in 2019. Those 
who give will be recognized 
in Senior Men’s Club 
publications including The 
Reminder and at the Annual 
Giving Luncheon in 2020. 

Corresponding 
Secretary 

Circle 

All other contributors to the 
2019 Annual Giving Initiative 
will be recognized at the 
Annual Giving Luncheon in 
2020.   
 

 

Annual Giving Initiative
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Mystery Lyrics
Tom Venier and 
wife Rose-Marie 
were wrong – 
they suggested 
we would get 
a lot of readers 
identifying the 

song with these lyrics:

“There’s none so classy
As this fair lassie

Holy Moses, what a chassis”

Only the Veniers, along with Fred 
Hansz, Fred Leydorf and Donna 
(Mark) Kelly recognized that these are 
lines from the old sing-along tune “If 
You Knew Susie”. I remember singing 
this while watching the bouncing 
ball across the lyrics on a screen 
(in the olden days, that is). Let’s try 
something a little more current this 
month (but, not a lot). The song 
opens with these lines: 

“Hello darkness, my old friend
I’ve come to talk with you again”

This would be too easy, if we gave you 
the performers, so we won’t. Can you 
name that tune (and maybe the duo 
who recorded it)?

Sports Trivia
Dave Ladd came up with a difficult 
sports item – he suggested we ask you 
to remember the Detroit athlete (who 
was a football star at Birmingham 
High) and was nicknamed “Tom, 
the Bomb”. Only Pete Kass, Jack 
McLaughlin, Tom McNally and Clay 
Gordon recalled that this was Tom 
Tracy, who ended up playing for the 
Lions and two other NFL teams. (We 
did get two guesses for Tom Brady). 
Tracy was short and compact and 
ran like a bowling ball (or bomb). 
This one might be easier. Why does 
the name Jim Joyce bring up bad 
memories for Detroit Tiger fans?

—Dick Harper 
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	 Thursdays, 7:00-9:00AM at Springdale
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Special Events
Toledo Mud Hens Baseball: Wednesday, May 15
Group Meetings
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Genealogy Group:  Monday, May 6, 2:00PM
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Classic Movie Group:  Friday, May 10, 12:45PM
Camera Group:  Tuesday, May 14, 3:00PM
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Book Reading Group B:  Monday, May 20, 3:00PM


