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The Reminder
April 2005 Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, Michigan

1 Chuck Moss, Oakland County Commissioner ................................................................................ “Political Update”

8 Dr. William Ritter, Senior Minister, First Methodist Church of Birmingham .......... “40 Years in the Rearview Mirror”

15 NO MEETING

22 Lynn Henning, Detroit News Sports Writer ..................................................................................... “The 2005 Tigers”

29 Al Eicher, Former President Program Source International ....................... “Ballooning, Blimps & the Great Airships”

1 Louis Muench, SMC Applicant .................................................. “How to Make the Real Estate Market Work for You”

8 Les McCuen, Owner International Mortgage .......................... “Mortgages, Reverse Mortgages-Purchase & Refinance”

15 NO MEETING

22 Colette Kelly, Executive Director, Furniture Bank of Oakland County .........................................................................
.................................................................................................... “How a Furniture Bank Can Help You Help Others”

29 Mark Kelly, SMC Applicant ............................................................................. “Humorous Encounters in the Family”

6 Larry Raymond .................................................................................................. “Larry Raymond A.K.A. Albert Kahn”

6 Don Gill, Merrill Lynch ........................................................... “Investing Opportunities and Estate Planning Pitfalls”

APRIL PROGRAMS APRIL CHAIRMAN: Ben Ewing

MAY PROGRAMS MAY CHAIRMAN: Arnie Carlson

MAY DISCUSSIONS MAY CHAIRMAN: Bob Sack

APRIL DISCUSSIONS APRIL CHAIRMAN:  Jim Conlon

Guys and Dolls “Golden Oldies”
How many members remember Damon Runyon’s play “Guys

and Dolls?” If you do, you will recall that the actors’ mannerisms,
speech and accent are supposed to typify the average New Yorker.
Can you believe that one of those New Yorkers has migrated to the
Birmingham-Troy area?

Robert W. Hagemeyer, who joined the Senior Men’s Club
June 9, 1989, will become a Life Member, the most prestigious
section of the Senior Men’s Club at the April 11th meeting. Bob was
born in New York City, graduated from Newton High School in
Queens, New York and moved to Michigan to attend and graduate
from General Motors Institute with a degree in mechanical engineering.

After serving in the U.S. Navy as a gunnery officer on a L.S.T., he was discharged as a
Lieut. (j.g.). He graduated from Harvard business school with an M.B.A.

Bob spent his entire working career with General Motors, spending time with A.C.
Spark, Delco Appliance and General Motors Overseas Operations. With G.M. Overseas, he
traveled extensively evaluating opportunities for distribution of G.M. products in foreign
countries.

Bob and his wife Betty have one daughter who is married and is a pharmacist.
The “Golden Oldies” are looking forward to Bob’s soft, melodious, velvet tones as he

enters the domain.
—Bill Reilly
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New Applicants:
Gordon E. Allardyce, (Carol)
4342 Meadow Lane, Orchard Lake, 48323-1630
248-682-2690 E-mail: GordonAllardyce@aol.com
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh
Paul E. Dufault, (Peggy)
1700 Fairway Drive, Birmingham, 48009-1866
248-647-4811 E-mail: PDufault@ameritech.net
Sponsor: George A. Miller
Kenneth C. Wysocki, (Joan)
30829 Lincolnshire E., Beverly Hills, 48025-4759
248-540-1465 E-mail: KCWysocki@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Marion S. Ferszt
Michael M. Maziasz, (Karen)
2401 Cheswick Drive, Troy, 48084-1156
248-649-0195 E-mail: MMaziasz@wowway.com
Sponsor: Donald E. Cox
John V. Conti
4381 Foxpointe Drive, West Bloomfield, 48323-2620
248-681-4305
Sponsor: Donald L. Foehr
Carl H. Fischer, (Charlotte)
1291 Suffield Avenue, Birmingham, 48009-4824
248-646-8078 E-mail: CFischer4@comcast.net
Sponsor: Dale J. Raar
Thomas W. Fogarty, (Shirley)
 980 Timberlake Drive, Bloomfield Hills, 48302-2946
248-258-9435 E-mail: FogartyTom@msn.com
Sponsor: Kenneth E. Brooker
John L. Frank
7444 Bridge Way, West Bloomfield, 48322-3530
248-644-8818
Sponsor: Robert S. Kenning
Jonathan F. Haber, (Barbara)
13156 Ludlow Avenue, Huntington Woods, 48070-1412
248-542-1541 E-mail: JHaber8201@aol.com
Sponsor: Charles K. Callam
Robert J. Mahr, (Pat Nehls)
1879 Rustic Lane,  Keego Harbor, 48320-1132
248-310-7253 E-mail: MahrAutofocus@aol.com
Sponsor: Donald J. Pennell
Merrill C. Miller, (Jeanne)
2315 Horseshoe Drive, West Bloomfield, 48322-2523
248-851-4075 E-mail: MillerJK82@aol.com
Sponsor: Theodore A. Chapekis
Edward P. Nagel, (Pat)
3200 Hartslock Woods Drive, West Bloomfield, 48322-1041
248-851-3038 Sponsor: Bruce E. Smiley
Paul D. Newcomer, (Pearl)
1639 Redbud Drive, Troy, 48098-1969
248-879-3891 E-mail: pdnewcomer@yahoo.com
Sponsor Eugene R. Winters
James Karavite, (Carlene)
226 E. Windemere Avenue, Royal Oak, 48073-2678
248-583-0545 E-mail: etivaraK1@comcast.net
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh

New Members:
Douglas D. Reaume, (Shirle Ann)
 285 Woodberry Drive, Bloomfield Hills, 48304-3561
248-540-4862
Sponsor: Benedict J. Smith
Thomas J. Russell, (Mary Jane)
2387 Chelsea Court, Troy, 48084-1311
248-649-0140 E-mail: MRussell167032@comcast.net
Sponsor: Donald L. Dawson
Ross S. Campbell, Jr., (Joyce)
250 Billingsgate Court, Bloomfield Hills, 48301-1603
248-626-3799
Sponsor: Ralph F. Lee
Orland C. Redo, (Mary)
4375 Derry Road, Bloomfield Hills, 48302-1835
248-625-0623 E-mail: OrlandRedo@ameritech.net
Sponsor: Maurice B. Allen Jr
James S. Slosberg
5716 Blandford Road, Bloomfield Hills, 48302-4013
248-642-1649
Sponsor: George C. Nordenholt
Donald J. Buchanan, (Barbara)
6681 Woodbank Drive, Bloomfield Hills, 48301-3038
248-626-1468
Sponsor: Donald E. Cox
Robert A. Stevenson, (Suzanne)
1252 E. Indian Mound, Bloomfield Hills, 48301-2252
248-540-4614 E-mail: Stevenson.R@comcast.net
Sponsor: Robert V. Hackett.
William E. McCollough, (Jane),
910 Rivenoak Street, Birmingham, 48009-5736
248-433-3490 E-mail: WCollough@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Thomas K. Tabor

—Bill Peschel

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

William J. Duncan, (Ann)
18706 Chelton Drive, Beverly Hills, 48025-5204
248-646-3430 E-mail: Badunc99@aol.com
Sponsor: William C. Dean
Donald A. Julius, (Janet)
42160 Woodward Ave. Unit # 36, Bloomfield Hills, 48304-5159
248-335-2021
Sponsor: William H. Pierce
Gerald L. Miley
2619 Golfview Drive, Troy, 48084-3907
248-822-3097
Sponsor: Bruce E. Smiley
Richard E. Shirley, (Sara)
2644 Comfort Street, West Bloomfield, 48323-3707
248-626-0778  E-mail: REShirley@aol.com
Sponsor: David H. Dinger
John T. Dickson
28740 Kendallwood Drive, Farmington Hills, 48334-2636
248-553-4232
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh
Alexander C. McKeen, (Evelyn)
5071 Champlain Circle, West Bloomfield, 48323-3530
248-626-1744 E-mail: CyberAlex@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Eugene P. Jacoby
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Special Birthday Greetings for
Life and Active Members
85 or Older:
Charles Breedlove, LIFE Member, will be 86 on Apr. 5
Ed Mosher, LIFE Member, will be 87 on Apr. 8
Tom Daly, LIFE Member, will be 93 on Apr. 9
George Clark will be 89 on Apr. 11
Darrell Mould will be 85 on Apr. 11
Bob Hagemeyer will be 85 on Apr. 12
Russ McCarty will be 87 on Apr. 19
Ben Root, LIFE Member, will be 88 on Apr. 24
Jim Cameron, LIFE Member, will be 91 on Apr. 24
Bill MacLachlan, LIFE Member, will be 86 on Apr 25

Birthdays of Associate Members and
Members on Leave of Absence:
Jim Isham, Lv of Abs., will be 83 on Apr. 15
Carl Cook, Lv of Abs, will be 78 on Apr. 26

—Jim D’Allemand

Deaths:
Member John J. Conlon, joined March 2004
Life Member Lloyd H. Miller, joined February 1982
Member Philip A. Martz, joined March 2000

Life Member:
Cyril D. Duffy, joined January 1985
Harold M. Brown, joined March 1992
Richard A. Hameister, joined April 1989

Change of Address:
George A. Ball has moved to 875 W. Avon Road, #230C
Rochester Hills, MI  48307-2766

INVESTMENT STUDY
GROUP

The Investment Study Group has scheduled a
popular speaker and a timely subject for the next
meeting. Our speaker will be attorney Jim
Williams of the law firm Miller, Canfield, Paddock
and Stone. Jim, who specializes in estate planning,
wills and trusts, has titled his presentation “Estate
Planning in a Changing Tax and Economic
Climate.”

This meeting will be held on Wednesday,
April 13,2005 at 2:45 p.m. at The Community
House. Mark your calendar and invite a friend.
Members, applicants and spouses are all welcome.

—Dick HarperSwing Into Spring-
Thursday Golf

April 7th is the date the Thursday golf league will play at the Springdale Golf Course. Please note your
starting times on the bulletin board and arrive early so you can tee off at the appointed time. All golfers are
requested to play steady and avoid slow play. Golf this year is $10 and closest to the pin is included in this fee.

The weather should be great, the course is in excellent shape and your golfing companions await you. Are
you coming?

—Bill Reilly

Missing Member
Coat

Someone inadvertently took
the wrong coat home from an
early February meeting. Member
Roger Merryman is missing an
almost new, olive green London Fog belted coat,
with the name Merryman imprinted inside the
neck.

Please check your closet to determine if you
mistakenly took this coat. Roger’s number is
248-852-8527.

Leave of Absence:
Carl T. Cook, joined February 1997
Alex J. Violassi, joined November 2000

Phil Martz
 Phil died Friday, March 18, 2005 following a cardiac arrest 11 days earlier.  Visitation was Sunday, March

20 and Monday, March 21 at the Wm. R. Hamilton Funeral Home at 820 E. Maple Rd. in Birmingham, and
the funeral was held at the First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, 1669 W. Maple on Tuesday, March 22 at
11:00 AM.

—Jaap Delevie, M.D.

Resigned:
Alister B. Brownlie, joined September 1984
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Adventures of Bob Meshew and Russ Frye

Night of the Gecko
While at Back Water Nick’s on the Isles of Capri, near Marco Island, Florida for

dinner with our oldest friends from Birmingham, Russ and Nancy Frye, a gecko
dropped, from the Tiki roof we were sitting under, right into Russ’ plate — scared the
you know what out of the poor gecko. Marcia, my wife, grabbed it by the tail — of course
the tail broke off. The gecko, covered with food, jumped into Russ’ lap. Russ’ wife almost panicked — but Russ
will never forget the night of the gecko.

—Bob Meshew

All Aboard! Part II
---And “The Polar Express,” Too!

The Special Events Committee wants you “rounders” and “gandy dancers” to
reserve Tuesday, May 17, 2005 for a full day of railroading, when we revisit the ever-
growing Steam Railroading Institute in Owosso, Michigan. It’s fame has increased
considerably since our last visit and in many ways:

• We will re-visit the fully restored and operational steam locomotive, No.1225, which is now world
famous, since it was used as the prototype for the look and sounds of the tremendous hit movie, “The Polar
Express,” starring Tom Hanks. We will get the inside story of how it happened. This 2-8-4 Berkshire locomotive
is one of 39 of the largest engines ever bought by the Pere Marquette Railroad back in 1941. More fame has been
added because it is the cover story of the January 2005 edition of Trains magazine. Be sure to check your library.

• The Institute has recently completed a fully operating turn-table over 100 feet long. We will have a ride on this.
• They have built a new two-track engine house to make it an all-weather visit.
• The Institute now owns enough track to give us a shuttle ride using a fired-up little switcher steam engine

with trailing cabooses.
• We will have a boxed lunch that will be served in the meeting hall of the new visitor center-which includes

an added museum and gift shop area. The lunch will have a choice of three entrees: grilled chicken
sandwich, club sandwich, or tuna melt.

Tickets are bargain priced at $30 each. The bus will leave the First Presbyterian Church parking lot at 8:30 a.m.
and return about 4:30 p.m.Tickets will go on sale beginning Friday, April 29, 2005.

—Riggs Miller and Roger Struck

Member Visitation
A few weeks ago I mentioned during my weekly

report to the membership that Frank Schmid had
proposed to establish a group of members who, upon
my recommendation, would visit some of our sick
members in nursing homes. Not all members desire
visitors when sick, for a variety of reasons, but some
do and are getting very lonely. Thus far I got one
additional volunteer, but we are looking for many
more. Please contact me by email
margieenjaapd@sbcglobal.net or phone
248-647-3264.

—Jaap Delevie

“Extinction”
Amid the mastadonic wassail
I caught the eye of one small fossil
He winked at me and said I think
It’s kind of fun to be extinct.

—Ogden Nash
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
With Executive Board and membership approval, the

Senior Men’s Club recently eliminated our previous
geographic membership boundaries. Our club is now
open to men who satisfy the eligibility criteria in our
revised Constitution, regardless of their residence
location.

The Board has anticipated that we should expect to
experience a gradual expansion in the applicant count,
which will serve to reverse the decline in this category of
recent years.

Early indications are that this expected change is
developing - the March Reminder listed ten new
applicants who reside outside our previous boundaries.
More recently, the Membership Committee reported to
the Board that an additional dozen applications have
been received from areas like West Bloomfield,
Farmington Hills, etc.

While it is of course difficult to judge how many new
applicants we should expect, an examination of the
Senior Women’s Club roster provides some clues. The
SWC, which has no geographic restriction for
membership, has about 169 members who live outside
our previous boundaries. It should be noted that this
total has built up over the ten plus years the Women’s
club has existed.

These ladies live in wide range of towns and
communities, but only 25 live outside Oakland County.
They have 22 members from Royal Oak, 19 from
Southfield, 18 from West Bloomfield, and 17 from
Farmington Hills.

Our Applicant, Membership and Attendance
Committees have the ongoing responsibility of
monitoring the impact of these changes on our member
count and on meeting attendance, and to recommend
any attendance restrictions or limitation on our
applicant count which might become appropriate longer
range

 —Dick Harper

Reading is
Candy for
the Mind-
Enjoy Reading
More

A trial-run Senior Men’s
Club reading group is being formed. Ten members
met Monday, Feb. 28, at The Community House.
Those attending this first session agreed that their
perception of the book, “Waiting,” was enriched
after having discussed it.

Participants enjoyed the experience and agreed
to continue the meetings. We plan to meet in The
Community House Library Room at 10:30 a.m. the
first Wednesday of each month. The book to be
discussed at our Wednesday, April 6 meeting is
“The Devil in the White City.” Participants believe
that the ideal group size should be about 15. As the
group grows, the plan is to create a second group.

Group participants will determine the books to
be read, and agreed to rotate the function of
moderator. We anticipate that the interest in
collective book reading and discussion will grow,
and, as it does, new reading groups can be formed.
The Baldwin Library has agreed to collaborate with
us by helping, to the extent that they can, to make
available books that we select.

Administrative details are expected to be
completed at the April 6 meeting. While guidelines
for other reading groups have been researched, the
participants want operating criteria to be
determined by SMC group participants. Any SMC
member or applicant interested in participating is
asked to please contact John Reddy or Jack
McLaughlin.

—John Reddy

World’s Shortest Poem
“On the antiquity of fleas”

Adam had’em

“Reading a book and not
discussing it is like drinking alone.”

—The Late Mortimer Adler,
Co-founder of the Great Books Club
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THE REMINDER

A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of
Birmingham, which meets on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at
The Community House, 380 S. Bates, Birmingham,
Michigan 48009.

Officers for 2005 are:  John McLaughlin,
president; Frank Barnes, first vice president; Bill
Johnson, second vice president; Ken Urwiller,
recording secretary; Gordon Miller, corresponding
secretary; Bill Minard, treasurer; Don Foehr, assistant
treasurer; William H. Crabtree, parliamentarian; Bob
Gualdoni and Roy Halmhuber, officers at large.

THE REMINDER  includes: Chuck Kirkpatrick,
editor; Dick Harper, Paul Pentecost, Bill Reilly, Dick
Davis, associate editors; Bob Hadley and John
Dudash, photography; Kim Duenow and Lee
Trumbull, computer layout; Bob Jordan and Bert
Swanson, mailing.

Computer
Group

The April meeting of
the computer group will
be held at Oakland
County’s Information
Technology Building.
Gary Piotrowicz will show us
how Oakland County uses computers to
automatically regulate traffic flow. Cameras at
major road intersections are the key sensors. (Do
they take your picture?) Come to the meeting on
Wednesday, April 20. It will be in the
Information Technology Building, 49 West, in
the Oakland County Service Center in Pontiac.
The meeting will start at 1:30 p.m.

Gary would like to know how many of us
plan to attend. If you plan to go, please add your
name to the sign-up sheet.

Campus maps will be available at the April 8
and 15 SMC meetings.

—George Nordenholt

WHY NOT GIVE IT A TRY
Discussion Group meetings are held after lunch

every Friday from 12:45 until 1:30 p.m. You are
most cordially invited and encouraged to attend
these meetings whether you want to join in the
discussion or just listen. These “informal” small
group meetings (usually around 40) let you learn
more about subjects of interest.  The schedule of
topics and presenters is on the front cover of The
Reminder each month.

The first meeting of April will feature a real
estate expert with vast experience from Max Broock
Realtors. The second meeting will discuss the
complex nature of mortgages and reverse mortgages.
Then, after one Friday off, our third meeting will
show how you can give your “gently used” furniture,
appliances, and household items to help families in
need. The last meeting will be a real thought starter
on humorous episodes in your past life, and this
subject should bring back some memories to laugh
about.

Plan to spend an hour of your
time after lunch on Fridays at
the Discussion Group meetings.
All members, applicants, and
friends are welcome to attend. It
can be a worthwhile experience.

—Irv Poston

Monday’s Golf League
Clean your shoes, clubs and replenish your

bag with golf balls. Our season starts Monday,
April 25, 2005 at 8:00 a.m. The latest status of
players that have signed up and those that have
paid their golf fees: 41 signed up and 34 have
paid their fees. Let’s wrap up the remaining seven
soon.

The foursomes and tee times are posted on the
bulletin board. All foursomes will tee off from the
front tees and should arrive 20 minutes prior to
their tee time. We will continue to have a cash
prize to the winner closest to the pin.

The cost for fill-ins (walk-ons) will remain the
same as last season $11.

Applicants interested in playing golf on the
Monday league, contact Fran DeGrande at
248-489-1064.

—Fran DeGrande

Springtime Burma Shave Road Sign
Spring is sprung
The grass is ris

Where last year’s
Crazy drivers is.
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Turn Back The Clock- 25 Years
A review of The Reminder and the minutes of Executive Board and Friday meetings for
1980 reveals some interesting facets of Senior Men’s Club activities, personalities and
Club decisions 25 years ago.
Financial Data

Friday Lunch price increased to $2 (members eating less than a “full” lunch were asked to
pay a “reasonable” amount)
Interest earned on the club checking account was 5 1/4 % with 11 1/2% earned on a money market certificate.
The Christmas Party fee was $8.25.
Members contributed slightly over $10,000 to the annual Community House Fund Drive, with a striking
98% participating (if a member didn’t contribute, he received a personal phone call).
The annual collection for the Children’s Village totalled $300.

Membership Data
Average Friday meeting attendance was 170, with the peak at 229.
The mid year membership count was 400, plus 24 life members.
The applicant count was 164, with a two and a half year wait before reaching active membership.

In the category of “some things never change”In the category of “some things never change”In the category of “some things never change”In the category of “some things never change”In the category of “some things never change”
Microphone (sound problems were a common complaint).
Sandwich quality issues were noted-dry bread, poor tuna.
Sandwich count problems were identified, members were reminded to “take only one sandwich.”
President Phil Satterthwaite and Sergeant at Arms member Jules Falke advised members to maintain
quiet during presentations and to remain seated until meetings concluded.
Openings for additional bowlers noted.

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous
Planning to celebrate the 25th Club anniversary in 1982 began.
New members included Paul Fitzpatrick (who was elected president in 1988) and Bill Hassberger.
Special Event destinations included Tiger Stadium, the Detroit Science Center and K-mart Headquarters in Troy!
A group of “snowbirds” organized lunch/golf outings in Sarasota, FL.

This review of club documents indicates that good humor, interest in the community and love of the SMC were
dominant member characteristics in 1980 which have continued as Club strengths over the years.
Many thanks to historian Frank Garland for maintaining and providing such interesting and noteworthy club
documents-Frank knows everything about our club!

—Dick Harper

Bowling Report
With three weeks remaining in the season, the Wolverines continue to lead the pack with 68

total points. By winning the second half championship they will automatically be the 2004-
2005 champions. The team members are Ed Hoagland, Clif Dean, Bill Sprague and Dick
Harper.

A few tickets are still available for the May 4th bowling banquet to be held at Farina’s
Banquet Center in Berkley. Contact Dennis Kozak, 248-644-8934 for tickets.

The final week of bowling will be Monday, April 4th, and a doubles event will take place on that day.
Wednesday practice bowling will continue throughout the summer and new bowlers are always welcome.

The place is Thunderbird Lanes in Troy and the time is 9:00 a.m.
—Dennis Kozak
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Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, April 5, 2005, 9:30 a.m.

Reminder Deadline:  Friday, April 15, 2005

Bridge:  Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. and Fridays after lunch.

Golf:  Monday, 8:00 a.m. at White Lake Oaks Golf Course.
          Thursday, 9:30 a.m. at Springdale Golf Course.

Bowling:  Mondays and Wednesday 9:00 a.m. at Thunderbird Lanes.

All events at The Community House unless otherwise stated.

Club Dates to Remember

Address Service Requested

Don’t Be A
Grumpy Old Man

The Club recently was
addressed by psychologist Cathy
Pietrofesa on how to avoid
becoming “grumpy old men.”
She discussed ten happiness
producing attitudes we should
adopt in this regard.

-Don’t blame others for
making you unhappy
-Give yourself permission to
be happy
-Find time for things which
bring you pleasure
-Do things for others
-Sacrifice short term
pleasures for long term gains
-Accept the fallibility of
yourself and others
-Don’t take things that go
wrong personally
-Take a chance on failure
-Don’t concern yourself on
what others think
-Accept uncertainty as a
challenge

Words to live better by!
—Dick Harper

Bridge
Contract averaged

four players. The high
scorers were Maurey Brackenbury
with 2810; Bob Eidson with 2793;
Roy Halmhuber with 2365; Charlie
Cutting with 2240; Don McNair
with 2098. There were no slams.

Duplicate averaged 25 players.
The high scorers were J.C. Patterson
with 67.22%; Ulrich Fahrun with
64.29%; Bob Davis with 62.78%.
There were ten small slams.

—Zack Endress and Don McNair

Special Events:
Beauty and The Beast
Tickets Still Available

At this writing, there are still several tickets
available for the Tuesday, April 12, 2005, 8:00 p.m.
special event “Beauty and the Beast” at the Fox Theater in
downtown Detroit. Critical acclaim for this broadway live presentation
has been spectacular.

Our reserved seats are in the first five rows of the mezzanine, which
offers a great viewing location to see the show. The Fox Theater has an
elevator.

Tickets are priced at $49, which includes roundtrip bus
transportation. Our buses will depart from the First Presbyterian
Church, 1669 W. Maple Rd. at 6:30 p.m. and we should be back home
by about 11:00 p.m.

You don’t want to miss this absolutely sensational live theater show,
at a very special price.

—John Zabriskie


