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PRESIDENT'S

MESSAGE

What a difficult month for all
of us! Who could have imagined
that we would have canceled meet-
ings, be homebound, and have peo-
ple hoarding toilet paper? Add in
the hoaxes, the illnesses and deaths.
Fortunately, we have not had any
reports of members or family that
have become ill or have died of this dreaded disease.

On the positive side, I have reports of many member ac-
tivities such as Zoom meetings for the Reading Group, Spe-
cial Events, Walking Group and Executive Board Meeting.

Beginning in May, we will have Friday weekly meetings
via Zoom at our normal 10:30 AM time:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046568241

By doing this, we may be able to use some of the speak-
ers who were cancelled and enjoy getting together online.
A list of our May speakers is on page 2. Please join me in
thanking Roger Timm who has arranged these Zoom meet-
ings. Additionally, The Community House has agreed to let
us hold physical meetings again in August.

You have received a letter from John Steele and myself
regarding the SMC Annual Giving Initiative. Each year our
members are very generous and these contributions help
The Community House and offset the SMC meeting and
administrative fees. Last year we used The Community
House facilities over 400 times. Although our usage will be
less this year there is still a great need for physical operations
at our SMC home. Because of your contributions we have
set a goal of $80,000+. Please support our 2020 SMC An-
nual Giving Initative.

We pray for your well being and for your family. Please
be safe and wash your hands frequently.

God Bless...All the Best.

Jerry Stribbell

Senior Men’s Club, Birmingham, Michigan

ZOOMING KEEPS US TOGETHER!!!

The coronavirus pandemic may have shut down all activities
at The Community House, but through the magic of Zooming,
SMC Members are staying active and communicating with each
other on a daily basis.

Reading Group: The Monday and Wednesday Reading
Groups met this month via Zoom. On Wednesday, April 1st,
about a dozen members met on-line to discuss the book 1177
BC: TheYear Civilization Collapsed by Eric Cline. A lively discus-
sion of about 45 minutes suggested that many similarities of
1177 BCE and today's present situation exist. Everyone was
pleased with this first attempt at videoconferencing and as a
result, Roger agreed to host the Monday Reading Group to
discuss the book The Pioneers by David McCullough led by Tim
McGee on Monday, April 6th. We hope to continue with other
books in the coming months as we wait out the shut down. In
the meantime, stay home and read!

Walking Group: This group of hardy men used to meet
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at Somerset North in the
winter and local outside areas in Birmingham during the warm-
er months for a brisk one hour walk and then settle down with
coffee to review, discuss and solve the world problems. With
the Orders to stay indoors, the walks together couldn't contin-
ue for the foreseeable future. But Larry Imerman came to the
rescue suggesting we continue to meet by Zoom to continue
the spirited repartee of these men. Even though we now indi-
vidually walk our neighborhood streets or cycle in or outdoors,
we still meet at 9:00 am on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to
discuss the daily news.

If you haven't Zoomed and are interested, please contact
Roger or Larry to join these two groups. Regardless, make
sure you keep in contact with fellow members as many of them
cannot venture outdoors for food or meds and could use your
help...a friendly voice will enliven someone's day!

Stay Safe...Stay Indoors... We will ZOOM away this corona-
virus until we meet again!

Tim McGee

Fellowship ¢ Shared Activities ® Community Service




MYSTERY LYRICS

The SMC was basically inactive in March with
TCH closed, and we received minimal responses
to Mystery Lyrics and Sports Trivia challenges.
Hopefully we can do better this month.

Last month we asked if you could remember
the old Fred Astaire tune with these opening
lines:

“Heaven, I'm in heaven, and my heart beats so that
I can hardly speak”

The song, of course, is “Dancing Cheek To
Cheek” as reported to us by Ray Buratto, John
Dueweke, Joel Adelman, Midge (Roger) Get-
tel and Fred Hansz. (Possibly you have read
that when Astaire first went to Hollywood for a
screen test, he was described as “Balding, can’t
sing, dances some”)

Let’s try something different this month. Lots
of songs about automobiles have been written.

Can you fill in the blanks in these lyric lines?
A.“Come away with me, Lucille, in my merry
” (this is really old)

, Wb)/ can’t you

B. “Oh,
be true?” (think Chuck Berry)
C. “Idrove my

to the levee, but the

levee was dry” (think American Pie)

Do you remember these songs and lyr-
ic lines?

SPORTSTRIVIA

Only a very few respondents remembered the
Tiger pitcher, who in the days before the DH
came to the American League, was such a poor
batter that he was termed “The Hitless Wonder”
(I think he got this unflattering reference from
Joe Falls of the Detroit News). Only Ray Burat-
to, Dave Dinger, Tom McNally and Walt Kowal
knew this had to be Henry “Hank” Aguirre, who
complied a lifetime batting average of an anemic
.085!

This month we have another Tiger pitcher
challenge for you. This pitcher was pretty
good with the bat before the DH, was ca-
pable of hitting a long ball, and often was
used as a pinch hitter in close games. Can

you remember him?
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Dick Harper

MAY PROGRAMS MONTH CHAIR: JONATHAN ROWELL

May Ol: ... Sanjay Datta, CEO, Agni International
The Global Plastics Industr)/ &Recyding
May 08: ... Daniel Howes, The Detroit News

Senior News Columnist & Business Editor

Michigan Ly% & Business in the times QfCOVID 19

May 15: ... Jim Burnstein, Professor & Director,
UM Screenwriting Program for Film, TV & Media Dept.

The Road from Brirmingham Groves to 30Years as a Hollywood Screenwriter

May 22: ........... US Congressman Andrew Levin, 9th Congressional District
Alternate Energy Solutions

May 29: ..o SPEAKER TBD

COPINGWITH COVID-19

I live in a Senior Housing complex along with other SMC
members, including Past Presidents Jack McLaughlin and Bill
Johnson. Until about six weeks ago, we had a full range of dai-
ly activities - lectures, exercise, movies, concerts, outings, etc. plus
communal dining. All of this has come to a screeching halt.
We are expected to “shelter in place” by staying in our apartments — meals
and mail are brought to us — we are expected to wear a mask outside the
apartment. We can keep doctor appointments and pick up prescriptions.

So what do I do all day? My TV is usually on 14-15 hours a day - I
can watch local and national news (keeping up with ever-expanding ill-
ness and death counts), see NY Governor Cuomo emerge as a presiden-
tial candidate, and watch my investment account fluctuate wildly, often
down. I'm also exchanging a lot of emails with relatives, friends and other
Club members. In addition, I'm reading, finalizing tax returns, listening
to CD’s (big bands, jazz), doing puzzles and napping (why am I tired?)

Lastly, Iworry how long this is going to last. Doesn't it seem like the pro-
jected time frame of illness and death gets longer every day? Andall these
models and forecasts - they change a lot often - can we believe any of them?

Dick Harper
SPECIAL EVENTS

The coronavirus has been especially tough on Special Event planning. We
had to cancel a number of planned activities: the Mary Poppins play, the
trip to Ann Arbor, and the dinner at Noona Maria’s. Next the Detroit Auto
Show was cancelled and the June trip to the DIA has moved to the fall. Stay tuned!

Mike Clement

GOLF SEASON

Our golf season has been delayed, but there are brighter days ahead as we
flatten the curve of the coronavirus pandemic that will allow our Governor to
ease restrictions for golf. I've been in contact with Jacki Brito at Lincoln Hills
and we hope to resume play in Mid-May. We have a 16 week contract and we
will get all 16 weeks in if we have to play into September culminating with our
banquet in October.

Good news...the Grosse Pointe Senior Men want to renew the “Grudge
Match” this summer. We have tentatively set a date for Tuesday, July 21st and the
Annual Stonycroft-Senior Men’s Club Invitational is set for Tuesday, August 4th.

If you are bored watching last year’s PGA golf tournaments, take a wedge
and some balls and go out in your yard (or your neighbor’s yard) and practice
your pitching.

Tim McGee



