
President’s Letter
Over eight years ago I attended my first Senior Men’s 

Club meeting and was very impressed by the speaker and the 
friendliness of the members.  I soon applied for membership and 
a  few months later my wife and I enjoyed our first Special Event 
- a Detroit River Cruise.  I immediately joined that committee 
and am still a member today.

In October 2015 I was asked if I would consider becoming an 
officer of SMC.  That November I was elected as the Recording Secretary and each 
year moved up to eventually becoming your President.  The first two months were 
enjoyable and then came COVID-19.  Our last in person meeting was March 13 and 
we had no meetings until May 1 when we started using Zoom as our means to again 
have contact with our members.   John Maten became our Zoom coordinator and 
has done an excellent job.  Since then we have had meetings every month with great 
speakers with excellent topics.  A highlight for 2020 was having Lt. Colonel Harry 
Stewart speak on the Tuskegee Airmen and then become a member of SMC.

So here we are in December 2020 with no relief from COVID but are hopeful for 
a vaccine.  Our many problems this year were handled well by our team of officers - 
1st VP Maynard Timm, 2nd VP Swarn Rajpal, Recording Secretary Paul Kovceses, 
Corresponding Secretary Larry Imerman, Treasurer Leonard Borman, Assistant 
Treasurer John Groves, and Officers-at-Large Martin Rowell and Posh Gulati.  I also 
know that our new slate of officers will do an excellent job next year.

So thank you to all members for your involvement and support.  I appreciate 
your efforts.  Stay safe, wear a mask and keep a safe distance while enjoying Happy 
Holidays and the New Year.

I look forward to seeing you on Zoom and hopefully in person.
Jerry Stribbell
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2020 AWARDS AND
2021 PASSING THE GAVEL

11/10/2020 - SMC - Presentation of 
“President’s Award” to John Maten

by Jerry Stribbell
TLBooth.3449

11/10/2020 - SMC - Presentation of  
“Outstanding Service Award” to Bill Burnie

by Jerry Stribbell
TLBooth.3452

11/10/2020 - SMC - Presentation of 
“Outstanding Service Award”

to Malcolm Hendy by Jerry Stribbell
TLBooth.3454
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2020 AWARDS AND
2021 PASSING THE GAVEL, CONTINUED

11/10/2020 - SMC - Presentation of
“Outgoing President 2020” plaque

to Jerry Stribbell by incoming
2021 president, Maynard Timm

TLBooth.3455

Photo submitted by Lynn Stinson

11/10/2020 - SMC - Jerry Stribell “passing 
the gavel” to incoming president 

Maynard Timm
TLBooth.3457



Groups

		  As we approach a very different holiday season, 
members are invited to participate in one or both of the reading 
groups.  The Zoom environment continues to generate strong 
participation and lively, thoughtful discussions.  During each dis-
cussion, members have continued to respect and encourage a wide 
range of opinions.  This is sure to continue in December.

Wednesday, December 2 at 10:30 AM:  When Breath Becomes 
Air by Paul Kalanithi.  New York: Random House, 2016.
	 This moving autobiography, published posthumously, tells 

a story that won’t soon be forgotten. Dr. Kalanithi takes us 
through his joys and sorrows as he courageously completes 
his medical education while cherishing his role as a husband, 
father and member of an extended family.

	 The Washington Post review characterized the book as “in-
herently sad. But it’s an emotional investment well worth 
making: a moving and thoughtful memoir of family, medicine 
and literature. It is, despite its grim undertone, accidentally 
inspiring.”
This discussion will be led by Sean O’Keeffe

Monday, December 21 at 3 PM: Lawrence in Arabia: War, De-
ceit, Imperial Folly, and the Making of the Modern Middle East by 
Scott Anderson. New York, Doubleday, 2013.
	 Winner of several best book of the year awards, Scott Ander-

son tells the remarkable story of T.E. Lawrence’s role during 
World War I in what he characterized as the “sideshow to the 
sideshow” involving the Arab revolt against the Turks.

	 Quoting from the NY Times review:
	 “A fascinating book, the best work of military history in recent 

memory and an illuminating analysis of issues that still loom 
large today… Fine, sophisticated, richly detailed . . . filled with 
invaluably complex and fine-tuned information… Eminently 
readable.”
Tom Booth will lead this discussion

Bob Maxfield

		  On December 14, at 1:00 PM, Waller Harris 
will present, via Zoom, the Holiday Classic “Remember the Night”  
(1940) (1 hour and 34 minutes), a breezy mix of comedy, drama, 
and romance that stars Barbara Stanwyck as Lee Leander, a wom-
an picked up in New York City for shoplifting right before Christ-
mas. No-nonsense D.A. John Sargent, played by Fred MacMurray, 
agrees to have fellow Hoosier (Lee) released in his custody so they 
can go home to Indiana for the holidays, and love blooms along 
the way. This beautifully made sentimental Christmas story builds 
masterfully as it creates an incredibly special Holiday mood.  With 
an excellent script by Preston Sturges and outstanding support 
from actors Beulah Bondi, Willard Robertson and Sterling Hollo-
way, this special film will warm your heart and put you in the spirit 
of the season. 

So please mark your calendars now to attend and bring your 
own popcorn on the 14th to make your movie going experience 
complete for you, your family and friends. 

Watch for our access information eBlast as we near the show 
date.  

Looking forward to seeing you then.
Fred Hansz

Groups continued on page 5

“Reading is a conversation.
All books talk.

But a good book listens as well.”
Mark Haddon
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CLASSIC MOVIE GROUP
SCHEDULE FOR 2021: 

Jan. 11 	 Jon Haber - The Great Gatsby (1974) 144 min

Feb. 8 	 Tom Booth - The Freshman (1990) 102 min

Mar. 8 	 Robert Sparks - Quigley Down Under (1990) 119 min

April 12 	 Waller Harris - Chinatown (1974) 130 min

May 10 	 Joel Adelman - All the Kings Men (1949) 110 min 

June 14 	 Robert Sparks - Red Tails (2012) 125 min

July 12 	 Fred Hansz - Oh Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000) 
	 107 min 

Aug. 9 	 Irv Poston - Avatar (2009)  162 min 

Sept. 13 	 John Maten - Mr Majestyk (1974)  103 min

Oct. 11 	 Irv Poston - Chicago (2002)  113 mi 

Nov. 8 	 Fred Hansz - Saving Private Ryan (1998)  169 min 

Dec. 13 	 Waller Harris - Holiday Inn (1942)  104 min

All Shows are presented via ZOOM at 1:00 PM



IN MEMORIAM

Richard H. Cummings

Barry King

Thomas A. Rowley

James W. Williams

LIFE MEMBERS

Frank L. Schmid     
	 Member since 1/23/2004

Thomas G. Waffen  
	 Member since 4/16/2004

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
NEW ASSOCIATES

Steven Kaplan
6823 Post Oak Drive
West Bloomfield, MI  
48322-3835
(248)410-0919
SKAPLAN@WBTOWNSHIP.ORG

Ronald E Michalak
4912 Fairway Ridge Circle
West Bloomfield, MI  
48323-3320
(586)805-3029
ronsnipper@aol.com

DROP

Ravi Dhar

		  The Genealogy Group will hold a Zoom meet-
ing on Monday, December 7, 2020 at 2:00 PM. 

Many of us have known each other for several years as SMC 
members, but know little about each other’s background, except 
possibly our profession and current activities. Since Genealogy is 
about our personal family history, many in our group suggested 
we have members share their life story, not only for us to know 
you better as a member, but to document your history for your 
relatives. Each of us have spent a lifetime in a world filled with 
changes that your younger relatives would also find interesting, 

David Dinger, who has been an SMC member for many years, 
has agreed to be the first to share his background in detail. David 
is also a Civil War buff and will include his vast experience with 
those related activities. 

An E-BLAST will be distributed the week before the meeting. 
Dave Bakos 

Groups, continued

		  The next meeting will be Wednesday December 
9 at 2:45 PM. Leon LaBrecque, JD CPA CFP CFA,Wealth 
Manager, Sequoia Financial Group located in Troy will speak 
for the 20+ year. Title is “Now what? An overview of estate and 
financial planning ideas after SECURE/CARES/Election.”  Year end 
planning tips, IRA/Roth planning, future taxes, 2021 economic/
market outlook and other timely subjects will be discussed. Leon 
frequently appears on CNBC, Bloomberg, Reuters, Yahoo TV 
and other media outlets. He is an enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
speaker. Worth a listen. Tune in.

Dave Ehlen leads the Stock Game with a 46% gain after three 
weeks. Jerry Peck is 2nd with a 42% gain. Bob Veres is 3rd with 
a 38% gain. 38 of 66 entries have gains. An excellent start in a 
difficult market. GREED can be GOOD.                                                                             

George Miller
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Visit SMC at
https://www.seniormensclubbirmingham.com/

MYSTERY LYRICS
Last month we asked if you remem-

ber an old singalong tune with these lyric 
lines. (Remember the bouncing ball on the 
screen?)

“If I had Aladdin’s lamp for only a day
I’d make a wish and here’s what I’d say”

Only four astute readers recognized 
that the song is “Carolina in the Morning” 
– sung by Al Jolson and others (including 
some of us). Congratulations to Joel Adel-
man, Charlie Clippert, Ray Buratto and 
Dan Bonbrisco. Welcome to Charlie and 
Don.

We have another old one for you this 
month, with these lines:
“I was walking along, minding my business  

When out of an orange-colored sky”
Can you name that tune?

Dick Harper
Club Dates to Remember

The Reminder
A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club, which meets Fridays at 10:30am via ZOOM 
during the stay-at-home orders. 

Officers for 2020 are: Jerry Stribbell, President; Maynard Timm, First Vice President; 
Swarn Rajpal, Second Vice President; Paul Kovceses, Recording Secretary; Larry Imerman; 
Corresponding Secretary; Leonard Borman, Treasurer; John Groves, Assistant Treasurer; 
Posh Gulati and Martin Rowell, Officers-at-Large.

THE REMINDER includes: Dick Harper, Editor Emeritus; Jay Kafarski, Publisher; Maynard 
Timm, Co-Editor; Tim McGee, Co-Editor; Tom Booth, Gene Markel and Roger Timm, 
Photography.

Executive Board Meeting: Tuesday, December 8 at 9:30 AM

Reminder Deadline: Friday, December 18

Reading Group A: Wednesday, December 2 at 10:30 AM

Genealogy Group: Monday, December 7 at 2:00 PM

Investment Group: Wednesday, December 9 at 2:45 PM

Classic Movie Group: Monday, December 14 at 1:00 PM

Reading Group B: Monday, December 21 at 3:00 PM

MEETING RESPONSIBLY IN PERSON:
Walking Group: 11:00 AM, Tuesdays & Thursdays - Somerset North 

Bowling Group: Suspended due to Covid-19 Executive Order

ALL MEETINGS VIA ZOOM

NOTICE OF CHANGE
OF MAILING ADDRESS

Effective July 1, the Senior Men's Club's mailing address has changed from 
The Community House, 380 South Bates St., Birmingham, MI, 48009, to:
	 Senior Men’s Club
	 P.O. Box 1149
	 Birmingham, MI  48012-1149

All mail should be sent to the new address.
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SPORTS
TRIVIA

Last month we asked the many baseball 
fans in our Club if you could name the one 
major league team that doesn’t have player 
names on either home or away uniforms. 
Six baseball fans knew the Yankees are this 
team (referred to as “damn Yankees” by two 
members) These observant fans are Julian 
Prince, Dick Kamp, Tom DeCorte, Joel 
Adelman, Ray Buratto and Dan Bonbrisco.

This month we have a Tiger trivia ques-
tion suggested by member Tom McNally. 
Years ago the Tigers had a manager who 
had his son-in-law on the team – somewhat 
unusual. Can you name them? 

Dick Harper

http://www.seniormensclubbirmingham.com

