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July 2005 Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham, Michigan

1 Robert Jagers, Author, Whales of World War II ........................... “Personal Experiences of Four Invasions in WWII”

8 Richard Schalter, Executive V.P., Spartan Motors and President, Spartan Chassis ........................................................
.................................................................................................................. “Motor Homes—Luxury Living on Wheels”

15 Michael Dzialo, Founder and President, Managed Asset Portfolio LLC ..... “Searching For Value Around the World”

22 Leon La Brecque, La Brecque, Jackson, Price & Roehl, LLC ............ “Act Local, Think Global: Recession or Recovery”

29 Nolan Finley, Editorial Page Editor, Detroit News ........................................................................... “Fixing Michigan”

1 Bill Sprague, SMC Applicant ................................................................................................ “After Gas, What’s Next?”

8 Carla Reeb, Executive Director, Michigan Unit ............................................... “Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic”

15 Elson Spangler, SMC Member .............................................................................................. “A Tour of Beaver Island”

22 The Honorable Edward Sosnick, Judge, Oakland County Circuit Court ................................. “Juvenile Drug Court”

29 Mark Coir, Director, Cranbrook Archives & Cultural Properties ........................................................ “Eero Saarinen”

2 Henry Nabors, President, BASCC .................................................................................................................. “BASCC”

2 Jaap Delevie .................................................................................... “China: Its International Trade, Past and Present”

JULY PROGRAMS JULY CHAIRMAN: George Miller

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS SEPTEMBER CHAIRMAN: Bob Campbell

SEPTEMBER DISCUSSIONS SEPTEMBER CHAIRMAN: Ned Finkbeiner

JULY DISCUSSIONS JULY CHAIRMAN:  Bill Sprague

Self Starters
Life members, the most prestigious segment of the

Birmingham Senior Men’s Club, not only have varied
background but also are self starters. Nothing could stop them
from attaining their goals. Yes, they had setbacks as a result of
many problems but in all instances they overcame their
difficulties and progressed to greater success in life.

Bert A. Swanson, who joined the Senior Men’s Club on July
1945, is a prime example of the above statement. He owned and
operated the Happy Home Appliance Shop for thirteen years
and was forced to close the doors due to big discount stores. Bert
did not let this situation deter him from his goals in life. He
spent the next twenty years working with Arctic Cat and Bombardier Corp. The highlight
of these twenty years was selling past president John Spomer, manager at that time of J.L.
Hudson Sports Department, 1000 snowmobiles.

Bert who will become a life member at the July 22 meeting was born in Wilmerding,
PA, the birthplace of Leon Hart. His family moved to Detroit in 1918 and his Dad took a
job with General Motors. He graduated from Northwestern High School, attended Henry

“Self Starters” continued on Page 5
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

22222

Resigned:
LOA Member Joseph J. Ganci

Deaths:
Life member Thomas F. Daly joined November 1987

Life Member Robert V. Hackett joined April 1994

Member Eugene E. Feinthel joined February 1989

Member Stephen J. Kadar joined January 1996

Life Member:
Vincent J. Caputo, joined January 1989

Thomas M. Perkins, joined January 1988

Elbert Van Kempen, joined March 1988

George L. Weaver, joined March 1989

Birthdays of Associate Members and Members on Leave of Absence:

Special Birthday Greetings for Life and Active Members 85 or Older:

Change of Address:
Granville Sharpe, 41360 Fox Run Road #221, Novi, MI 48377-4853, (248) 960-1119

Peter C. Zemnickas, 118 Canal Street, Milford, MI  48381, (248) 685-7472

Frank M. Allen, Maple Village,  6257 Telegraph Road #242, Bloomfield Hills, MI  48301-1649

David E. Sayler, 41120 Fox Run Road #T15P, Novi, MI  48377-4849, (248) 960-3760

New Members:
Andrew P. Mucha, (Doris)
739 Westchester Way
Birmingham, 48009-2953, 248-644-6795
Sponsor: John O’Brien

To Leave of Absence:
Arthur T. Lewry

James C. Salrin

Applicant Drops:
John F. Knutson

Duane K. Ralston

Sherm Vine, Life Member—88 on July 3

Steve Kulesa, Life Member—88 on July 6

Stan Skaistis—85 on July 7

Tom Harrison, Life Member—86 on July 9

John McCabe—85 on July 11

Harold Twietmeyer, Life Member—86 on July 16

Pete Zemnickas, Life Member—88 on July 16

Grant Barber, Life Member—93 on July 17

Edward Bush, Life Member—93 on July 22

Joe Chalmers, Life Member—90 on July 24

Stanley Fiol, Life Member—90 on July 24

Ted Olson, Life Member—89 on July 25

Roy Wheatley, Life Member—87 on Aug 1

Harry Mitchell, Life Member—89 on Aug 17

Ken Bertschy, Life Member—90 on Aug 21

Bob Gree—85 on Aug 29

Steve Vanden Brook, Lv of Abs.—74 on July 17

Leon Snapp, Lv of Abs.—88 on August 1

Dick Sullivan, Lv of Abs.—76 on August 1

Bill Kelly, Lv of Abs.—85 on August 15

Fran Cook, Lv of Abs.—81 on August 19

George D. Miller, Jr., Lv of Abs.—77 on August 20

Carver Wood,  Assoc. & Past Pres. (’01)—78 on
August 29

Bob Derderian, Lv of Abs.—83 on August 30

John Schafer, Assoc.—81 on August 30

Al Violassi, Lv of Abs.—81 on August 30

“Membership News” continued on Page 5



BE IN THE KNOW!
The Discussion Group meetings give you the

lowdown on a lot of interesting topics. You are
encouraged to attend these meetings after lunch every
Friday from 12:45 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. whether you
want to join in the discussion or just simply listen.
Questions and comments are more than welcome. Bill
Sprague has lined up some great programs for July,
including one by himself, and others that he is involved
with. The schedule of topics and presenters is on the
front cover of The Reminder.

Bill will be the presenter for our first meeting,
discussing the fuel for your next car and asking “What’s
Wrong with Gasoline?” He will discuss the pros and
cons of alternative vehicle propulsion systems

including battery, electric,
hybrid and fuel cells.

The second meeting
will feature Carla
Reeb and Ron David

of the Michigan Unit
of Recording for the

Blind and Dyslexic in Troy, telling you about their work
and its importance. At our third July meeting, recently
inducted SMC member Elson Spangler will present a
slide tour of Beaver Island, a unique place in Michigan
with a colorful history and where he has a home. At the
fourth meeting Judge Sosnick will talk about the
Juvenile Drug Court in Oakland County. And finally,
week five will feature the Director of Cranbrook
Archives and Cultural Properties discussing famed
architect Eero Saarinen.

These meetings should help you know what’s going
on right around home. Plan to spend your time after
lunch on Fridays at the Discussion Group meetings.
You’ll be glad you did.

—Irv Poston 33333

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
The recent untimely passing of Corresponding Secretary Gordon Miller resulted

in a vacancy in the Senior Men’s Club officer lineup. As specified in our constitution,
President John McLaughlin appointed a Nominating Committee to select and
present a candidate to the membership to fill this vacancy.

The candidate selected by the Nominating Committee was member Robert A.
Pullar. In accordance with the Club constitution, this nomination was presented to
the membership and posted on the bulletin board on May 20, 2005. At the meeting
held on May 27, 2005, Robert A. Pullar was unanimously elected to serve as
Corresponding Secretary for the remainder of calendar 2005. Congratulations and good luck Bob!

—Dick Harper

Annual Picnic Coming Up
Our Annual Picnic is coming up on Friday,

August 5 in Beverly Park which is located on Beverly
Road several blocks west of Southfield. Time for fun
and games is from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The cost
is $10 which includes food—Mr. Pita’s scrumptious
box lunch and ice cream—the Straw Hat Band,
prizes and fellowship. Bridge players should bring
their own table and chairs.

Advance ticket sales ONLY for members and
applicants. They will be on sale July 8, 15, 22 and
29. No guests.

It is recommended that you car pool as much as
possible. Overflow parking is not allowed on the
streets. Violators will be ticketed. However, the
parking lot at Beverly School, a short distance east
of the park, is available.

—Frank Cleary

THE REMINDER

A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club of
Birmingham, which meets on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. at The
Community House, 380 S. Bates, Birmingham, Michigan
48009.

Officers for 2005 are:  John McLaughlin, president;
Frank Barnes, first vice president; Bill Johnson, second vice
president; Ken Urwiller, recording secretary; Bob Pullar,
corresponding secretary; Bill Minard, treasurer; Don Foehr,
assistant treasurer; William H. Crabtree, parliamentarian;
Bob Gualdoni and Roy Halmhuber, officers at large.

THE REMINDER  includes: Chuck Kirkpatrick, editor;
Dick Harper, Paul Pentecost, Bill Reilly, Dick Davis,
associate editors; Bob Hadley and John Dudash,
photography; Kim Duenow and Lee Trumbull, computer
layout; Bob Jordan and Bert Swanson, mailing.
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Song Lyric Contest
A number of The Reminder readers

recognized the lyric line “I got the horse
right here, the name is Paul Revere” as
being from Guys and Dolls.
However, only three readers
correctly identified the title “Fugue
for Tinhorns.” In order of receipt, they
were Bill Sprague (a repeat winner), Mike Harper,
and Herb Dansiger - all applicants.

This month’s mystery lyric, suggested by
Sherwin Vine, might be a little more familiar.

The beautiful words start:
“Sometimes I wonder why I spend the

lonely night dreaming of a song.”
Can you “name that tune,” and who

was the famous composer? Send your
answer to The Reminder.

Also, do you have a mystery lyric to
challenge our readers?

—Dick Harper

FAVORITE RECORDINGS
Many Club members are music fans, and have

sizeable record collections - CD’s, LP’s and maybe
even some old 78’s. We might not play them very
often, and may not have bought any recordings in a
while. But, we do have our favorites.

This leads to a thought. Did you ever think about
listing your favorites - maybe the ten recordings you
would want if marooned on a desert island? Why
not send your list to The Reminder and it might be
published.

Here is one member’s list:
“Moonlight Serenade” - Glenn Miller
“Let’s Dance” - Benny Goodman
“Artistry Jumps” - Stan Kenton
“No Name Jive” - Glen Gray
“Boogie Woogie” - Tommy Dorsey
“Trumpet Blues” - Harry James
“Easy to Love” - Errol Garner
“Desafinado” - Stan Getz
“Sophisticated Lady” - Duke Ellington
“The Victors” - Michigan Marching Band

Readers Group Organizes
The fledgling SMC Readers Group at its June

meeting adopted procedural guidelines for the
selection of books to be read and discussed. The
guidelines were framed as a format that can be
used for the creation of additional groups.

Librarian Sarah Ormond said space can be
made available at the Baldwin library for use by a
second SMC readers group.

The Group #1 roster totals 17, and the
participants recommend that the size be no
greater, as this configuration is proving adequate
to allow for seasonal and personal-needs absences.

Research indicates there are various procedures
book clubs use to manage themselves. Group #1
requires each participant to take a turn as
discussion leader. Participants recommend and
provide information about books that they believe
will be of interest. Selection of discussion books
and identification of moderators will take place
every four months.

A record of books discussed, and a summary of
the discussion characteristics will be maintained.
For June, the book discussed was Michael
Crichton’s State of Fear, a suspenseful story of
manipulated research and information on global
warming and other environmental topics.

A recommendation that the Readers Group be
formally recognized by the SMC Executive Board
will be made at an upcoming meeting.

Readers Group #1 will meet July 6. Bill
Crabtree will lead a discussion of Joseph Heller’s
book, Catch-22. Books to be read and discussed in
October, November, December and January will
be chosen.

In addition to ideas and information presented
by authors in their books, many participants are
discovering that book discussions provide
opportunities to learn more about fellow SMC
members and their rich experiences.

—John Reddy
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Ford Trade School and Wayne University.
He has been married to Pat for 58 years and they

have three sons and ten grandchildren. They have
lived in Bloomfield Hills for 46 years.

Bert, all locks have been opened for your
entrance to the “Golden Oldie Clubhouse.”

Another self starter is Stan Skistis who was born
July 7, 1920 and who will become a life member at
the July 8 meeting.

Stan, a full blooded Lithuanian, started life in
Benlo, Illinois and later moved to Chicago where his
father found employment.

After one year at a community college, Stan
received a scholarship to Northwestern where he
attained his bachelor degree in engineering in 1942.
He went to work for Chrysler for $175 a month and
the chance to get a master’s degree.

Two years later, Stan
joined the Navy and became a
Mine Disposal Officer. His
ship, AMC 88, the USS
Loyalty was only 97 feet long.
The highlight of his naval
career was diving on a sunken
Japanese ship to free one of
our ships’ anchors which
somehow was entangled on
the Japanese ship. After the
anchor was freed, Stan
examined the ship’s hold and found it full of 500 kg
bombs. He couldn’t wait to tell this to the skipper
who turned white in spite of his deep tan. The next
day they blew up the sunken ship’s contents.

After losing his ship in a typhoon in 1944, Stan
was granted a 30 day leave, during which he met his
future wife Jean. They have been married for 52 years
and have two sons and a daughter.

Soon after his discharge, Stan returned to
Chrysler, later worked for Ford Tractor and Vickers
from which he retired in 1982. At Vickers Stan was
hired to set up a stress laboratory and had a thriving
activity. After a period of time Stan started to learn
about sound and became the leading world
authority on the sound of hydraulic equipment. In
1981 he received the annual achievement award
from the National Fluid Power Association.

Stan, the “Golden Oldies” have taken soundings
on you and they say, “welcome.”

—Bill Reilly

New Applicants:
James F. Dunleavy, (Carol)
1866 Sutton Place Drive, Troy, 48098-4320
248-641-5185, E-mail: JimDunleavy@aol.com
Sponsor: Anthony J. DiMarco

Richard S. Ellis, (Doris)
42160 Woodward Ave. #4, Bloomfield Hills, 48304-5158
248-335-9323, E-Mail: DorisRichardE@aol.com
Sponsor: Kenneth L. Urwiller

Michael Q. Frank, (Judith)
2477 Kingston Drive, Troy, 48084-2706
248-649-6658, E-Mail: Dujybelle@aol.com
Sponsor: Anthony J. DiMarco

Ralph L. Frederick, (Polly)
1817 Apple Ridge Court, Rochester Hills, 48306-3206
248-656-6087, E-Mail: RalphFred@earthlink.net
Sponsor: John S. Flintosh

Theodore R. Fredley, (Carolyn)
8811 Edgewood Park Drive, Commerce Twp, 48382-4444
248-363-3971, E-mail: TRFCWF@sbcglobal.net
Sponsor: Charles R. Gates

Robert T. Hinytzke, (Barbara)
4611 Hedgewood Drive, Bloomfield, 48301-1142
248-855-3723
Sponsor: Eugene P. Jacoby

James M. Newcomer, (Martha)
1878 Hunters Ridge Drive, Bloomfield Hills, 48304-1034
248-335-5558, E-mail: JNewsaok@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Michael J. Scivoletti

Noel L. Peterson, (Patricia)
1841 Greenleaf Drive, Royal Oak, 48067-1013
248-548-1096
Sponsor: John S. Wells Jr.

Herbert J. Robb, (Mary Grace)
2706 Comfort Street, West Bloomfield, 48323-3708
248-626-7124
Sponsor: James M. Colville

—Jim D’Allemand and Bill Peschel

“Membership News” continued from Page 2

“Self Starters” continued from Page 1
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The Reminder
Senior Men’s Club of Birmingham
380 S. Bates St. Birmingham, MI 48009

FIRST CLASS
PRESORT

US POSTAGE PAID
BIRMINGHAM, MI
PERMIT NO. 142

Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, July 12, 2005, 9:30 a.m.

Reminder Deadline:  August 19, 2005 (September Issue)

Bridge:  Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. and Fridays after lunch.

Golf:  Monday, 8:00 a.m. at White Lake Oaks Golf Course.
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. at Springdale Golf Course.

All events at The Community House unless otherwise stated.

CLUB DATES TO REMEMBER

Address Service Requested

The HIPAA
Privacy Act

You and your wife may have a
Durable Power of Attorney to make
special decisions on your behalf in
the event that either of you is
disabled and needs special medical
care. However, you may not be able
to receive the necessary information
you need from your doctor or
hospital on your medical or mental
condition, until two physicians have
declared you mentally incompetent.
To overcome this limitation you and
your wife may need, in separate
documents or ones attached to the
Durable Power of Attorney or other
such acts to specifically
waive the provisions of
the new Privacy Act
(HIPAA). You should
discuss this problem with
your attorney. For
additional
information you
may contact Jaap
Delevie.

—Jaap Delevie

Tournament Time—Thursday Golf
The mighty drivers are flexing their muscles, the sharp putters have perfected their stroke

and the short game artists are lying in wait to demonstrate their skills at the Senior Men’s
Scramble on July 21. Cash prizes will be awarded to the various bracket winners. More
details will be available as the event draws nearer. You do not have to participate in the
scramble to play on July 21. However, if a foursome decides to play in the scramble, all
members of the foursome must participate.

For future planning, the fourth annual Ray Swartz Golf Outing
will be held on Tuesday, September 13, 2005 at the StonyCroft Club.
This is a great event with a good opportunity to play on an excellent
course, enjoy a gourmet lunch and enjoy the hospitality of our
StonyCroft hosts.

Three Club Day was held on June 16. Forty-eight golfers played, but only 39 played
with three clubs. Nine decided they needed all of their clubs to register a good score.Roy
Halmhuber finished first with 1.33 under average, Ted Chapekis was second with 1.30 under
average and Bill Johnson was third with 0.8 under average.

Our attendance has been above  last year’s average, but there is always room for more golfers. Why not get
into the swing of things!

—Bill Reilly


