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A Publication of the Senior Men's Club of Birmingham, Michigan

VOL XV, No. 5 May, 1982
PROGRAM FOR MAY - JAMES K. FLACK, CHAIRMAN
Friday, May 7 - Speakef: Dr. Allan M. Smiley, M. D.
Subject: "Rheumatology (Arthritis)"
Friday, May 14 = Speaker: Wayne G. Davis, Special Agent in Charge

Friday, May 21

Friday, May 28

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Subjects M"The FBI"
NO MEETING
Speaker: Bruce Richard

Subject: "Highlights from the American Revolution;
Stories Our Postage Stamps Tell"

FOR JUNE - BAYLOR F. SUTTON

Friday, June 4

Speaker: Dr. Dan M. Martin, President,
Cranbrook Educational Community

Subject: "Acres of Diamonds"

DISCUSSION GROUP

SUBJECTS - BILL WILSON, CHAIRMAN

Friday, May 7

Friday, May 14

Friday, May 28

Friday, June U

"The Highs and Lows of Austria"
Bud Angevine, Leader

"Energy in 1982"
Durand Brown, Leader

"What's New in Cardiology"
Dr. Henry Smith, Leader

"Poland Now"
Chet Ruecinski, Leader

DATES TO REMEMBER:

No Meeting, Friday, May 21

Tuesday, May 6, Bowling Banquet, 6:00 P.M.

Tuesday, May 11, Executive Board, 10:30 A.M.

Tuesday, May 11, Camera Group, 2:00 P.M.

Wednesday, May 19, 25th Anniversary Dinner Party
(See Page 3)
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THE REMINDER
EDITOR: Al Riebling THE REMINDER is published monthly
ASST. EDITOR: Ernest D. Nathan except for August when we do not
CIRCULATION: Thompson Darling hold meetings. Copies are usually
Paul Keener distributed at the first meeting of
Harold Hewitt each month and are mailed to
Associate Members by the Corresponding
Published by the Senior Men's Club at The Secretary.
Community House, 380 S. Bates, Birmingham,
Michigan, 48009
25TH ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE TO OUR EARLY MEMBERS -- Part 3
A Man of Words and Music -- our 1962 President, Clarence W. Johnson

Born in Michigan, Clarence Johnson began a career in the automobile business
in 1916 with Packard, moving over to Chrysler Corporation in 1929, where he
eventually became Director of Labor Relations for Dodge, with headquarters
in the famous old Dodge Main.

At the same time his avocation (as a member of North Congregational Church)
was playing end man in the church minstrel show -- a popular annual event for
27 years at his church, with engagements in many other churches and clubs.
It was there that Clarence accumulated his huge compendium of farm jokes,
salesman jests, and other funnies..... not to mention all those good old
barbershop melodies.

In October, 1958, Clarence retired from Chrysler. Later that fall, having
read about the Senior Men's Club, he called Earl Roy, 1958 President, who

asked, "Do you play bridge?" Clarence became a member almost immediately--
actually in January, although our roster shows February, 1959. (No waiting
Taet, )

When he joined, the songs were led by Leo Stiers, Past President. But Leo
was often absent, so Clarence was asked to lead the singing. With his mins-
trel show background, this was duck soup for Clarence--a job he welcomed and
enjoyed. And so did the members from that time on. He became President in
1962. He not only presided at the meetings, but led songs and told stories--
whenever there was time or a dull moment. '

Programs in those days were planned month by month. He recalls an outstanding
program in which Rabbi Morris Adler of Congregation Shaarey Zedek held the
members spellbound.

But many of the programs were simply built around motion pictures by the
automobile companies and others. Whatever the program might be, however,
the members knew that Clarence Johnson would whip up their spirits with his
well=practiced musical and story-telling leadership.

1982 is the 23rd year of his role as "Master of Ceremonies." Tor his contri-

bution, over the years, he has more than earned the gratitude of all of our
members.

So here's a salute to our pioneer member and song leader--CLARENCE W. JOHNSON.
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25TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY, MAY 18 -- AL KILLEEN, SPECIAL EVENTS CHATRMAN

One of the premier events in the history of the Senior Men's Club of Birming-
ham takes place at The Community House on Wednesday evening, May 19, when
Club members and their ladies celebrate our founding.

A gala evening is planned with a "happy hour" starting at 6:30 p.m., dinner
being served at 7:15 p.m., and an old friend Bud Guest as the featured speaker
after dinner. Other guests will include Mose Henshaw, an original member of
the Club, and several long time friends from The Community House and Birming-
ham Parks and Recreation.

Complimentary champagne will be served with dinner, a giant anniversary cake
will serve as our dessert, and soft background music will put us in the mood.

Tickets are $12.50 per person and individual seating arrangements may be made.
It is suggested tickets be purchased early since an overflow crowd is expected.

ADDITIONAL PARTY TNFORMATION FROM WALT MEYERS, DINNER CHATRMAN

Remember, it is Ladies' Day and 25th Anniversary Party, Wednesday, May 19.

Cash bar opens 6:30 p.m. Dinner served at 7:15 p.m.
DINNER MENU: London Broil
Baked Fotato
Carrots

Fresh Fruit Salad-Lime Yogurt Dressing
Mixed Rolls and Butter
Champagne
Coffee, Tea, or Milk
Special tiered, decorated 25th Anniversary Cake

APRIL BRIDGE REPORT -- CHARLES E. BLACK, CHAIRMAN

There were 288 Players for the 4 weeks in Aprll for an average of 72 Players
per week. = # s ——— ——— e :

10 Highest Scores 10 Highest Averages
1. Henry Wholihan 5530 1. Les Wilder 3060
2. Bob Watson 5340 2. Henry Wholihan 2980
3. Jerry Bartlam W4 40 3. Carl Schorn 2930
4. Frank Hanson 4290 4. Ray Pletcher 2850
4. Ray Pletcher 4290 5. Al Voss 2820
5. Russ Smith 4160 6. George Howell 2810
6. Les Wilder 4100 7. Clarence Johnson 2800
7. Baylor Sutton 4070 8. Bob Varnum 2730
8. Rolle Nette 3830 8. Jerry Bartlam 2730
8. Carl Schorn 3760 9. Baylor Sutton 2710
10. Vern Bryant 3720 10. Frank Hanson 2680

There were 9 Small Slams.
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1982 COMMUNITY HOUSE FUND DRIVE -- CHICK HOLMES, CHATRMAN FOR SMC

As of April. 22, fifty-five (55) Regular, ten (10) Life and_nin@teen (19)
Associate SMC Members have not as yet made their 1982 contributions to
the Community House Fund Drive.

By now, all members (both old and new) must understand the importance of our
SMC support of this vital community institution. I feel sure most of you
have simply overlooked turning in your check or pledge. If you don't know
where you stand, please see me and I'll find out promptly.

On May 11, 13, and 17, we will conduct our .annual telephone campaign among
the community at large. I trust that already forty-five (45) of you have
answered the call of my three captains. It is a fun kind of experience and
highly important to the success of the yearly fund drive.

This year we do not think we will be needed to personally contact the local
merchants as the revised mail solicitation seems to be doing the trick.

My thanks to you for your generous donations.

GAWLPHING: 9:07 A.M. to 11:07 A.M. EVERY THURSDAY --. RAY SWARTZ, GH@IRMAN

Although the course was definitely too wet for opening day, April-.15,; the
next two days were beautiful (though a little cool at the start).

It appears some of the "gawlphers" are in mid-season form: Craine with a 37
and Barr a 39! An there were 40's and 41l's. The Golf Dome sessions must
have helped our scores. As the weather gets warmer we should equal ocur record
of 81 Gawlphers, so remember all your Rules of Golf Etiquette! Such as: Keep
the game going; but don't drive into the.group ahead, just be ready when it's
your turn. Mark your scores after you have moved to the next tee. Repair
ball marks on the green and in the traps. And no Fivesomes! Not because

you may move as fast as four--but the Golf Course has rules (and every golf
course has the same rule): No Fivesomes! . If other players, other than our
League, see fivesomes on the course it is very hard to enforce that rule. ©&5o
please, never a fivesome.

e e B — - 5 - = S

Thanks again for your fine cooperation, and may we continue with an excellent
beginning. Good "Gawlphing" to all.
. A.R.5.

WHEN MAILING DUES, SEND TO COMMUNITY HOUSE ADDRESS, NOT TREASURER

Recently, while our Treasurer was basking among the snowbirds for a month in
the south, a few members mailed dues to his home, and the Post 0ffice, of
course, held all this mail until the Treasurer's return. Meanwhile one
member was "dropped" -- but he has now been reinstated, with apologies.

When mailing dues send them to the club at The Community House address,.
380 S. Bates Street, Birmingham, 48009. The address was omitted from this

year's handbook for some reason, but always appears at the top of page 2 of
THE REMINDER.
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CORRESPONDING SECRETARY'S CORNER - BY MARDY POLANER

Snowbirds: When you come back north, please let me know your summer address,
and when you expect to be there, etc.

Frequently, members have asked me to send THE REMINDER to fellow members who
are too ill to attend meetings. The Club is always glad to do this. This
month, for instance, we will be sending about 20 copies to shut-ins. If you
know a member who is actually a shut-in, please tell Ross Wagner, because
the Health Committee has the responsibility of certifying a member as a
"shut-in."

Associate Member News: Only one Associate has a birthday this month. He is
Herb Nette, who was born on May 21.. Congratulations, Herb. Bill Renton has
moved to Minnesota, and has become an Associate Member. His new address is
on the last page of this issue. The address is near Duluth. Brrp-r-r-r-»r.

CAMERA GROUP® REPORT -- PAUL FITZPATRICK, CHAIRMAN

Next meeting of the Camera Group will be at The Community House at 2:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 1l.  Entertainment and education will be supplied by Cliff
McClew. Any SMC member is welcome at these meetings. You don't have to be
a pro. :

FINAL REPORT ON BOWLING SEASON -- MARCEL DESMET, CHATRMAN

April 19, 1982 was the last day of bowling for 1981-1982 Season.

THE WINNERS ARE:

First : Sand Baggers Fourth: Hole Rollers Seventh: Half & Half
Second: Grey Heads Fifth: Bright Stars Eighth: Wise Guys
Third: Cheaters Sixth: Smartees Ninth: Foot Draggers.
- Tenth: Grey Beards.
"FOR THE SEASON: ) T ' FOR THE SEASON: =
Team Hi Single Team Hi Three Games
Sand Baggers - 713 - Grey Beards - 1907
Individual Hi Single Individual Hi - Three Games
Henderson - 235 Swartz - 585

Hi Average - Henderson - 167

MYSTERY GAMES won for April: Falke, Massey, Jeffries and Henderson -
donated to Kitty.

Mystery game 4-19-82 won by Hassberger.

1982 - 1983 Bowling Season will start on September 13, 1982.

00D LUCK™ HAVE A NICE SUMMER! M. DeSmet
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VITAL MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

NEW MEMBERS IN APRIL

WIDER, Martin F. /82 6u9-5Z261
451 N. Eton Apt. E8 B Lgone
CLIP OR WRITE INTO YOUR 1982
. MOCK, C. Deane L/82  eub-uz217 HANDBOOK. :
1704 Hazel B 48008
. P.0. Abbreviations are on
DILLON, O'Neill L. U4/82  643-0537 Page 65.
1865 Yosemite B 48008

RESIGNATIONS: Charles I. Follis, who joined in March, 1981.
J. Nelson Brown, Associate Member, who joined in July, 1972.

BECAME LIFE MEMBER: Walter J. L. Ray, who joined in April, 1972.

REINSTATED: Lloyd T. Bishop, Associate Member, who had been dropped in error.

BECAME ASSOCIATE MEMBER: Renton, William 5. T. 3/72
47 Sixth Street
Cloquet, Minnesota 55720

IN MEMORY

Claude H. Steveng, a Life Member, died April 5, at the age of 98. He joined
the Club in 1970. Claude was a former State Senator and a retired attorney.

He served for 33 years as a trustee of Adrian College; as Board Chairman from
1948 to 1960, and was elected Trustee Emeritus in 1973.

Edgar C. Thorne, who joined in 1980, died April 12. He was to have been the
speaker at our April 30 meeting. Ed was with General Motors for U5 years,
retiring as manager of GM Photographic in 1974. He was a volunteer manager
of greenhouses for the Cranbrook Auxiliary and chaired the Club Tour of
Cranbrock Gardens. Mrs. Thorne (Grace) has served for many years as a host-
ess for our Friday luncheons._

Paul L. Shryock died April 22. He joined the Club in March, 1975, where he

was known as "Pete." He was a plant engineer with Michigan Bell Telephone
retiring 20 years ago after 41 years of service.

William S. Harrington died April 23. He joined the Club in December, 1980.
His career was 1n the accounting field with the Kresge organization, contin-
uing in that area when Kresge became K mart.

Thomas L. Osberger died April 26. He joined the Club in 1974 and was an
active member until poor health last year made it impossible for him to attend
our meetings. He was a long-time member of the Birmingham Country Club, the
Knights of Columbus, and the Birmingham Rotary Club. He was the owner of a
wholesale plumbing supply business.




