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President’s Page

It’s celebration time for our club!
In May we mark the 65th anniversary of founding of the Senior Men’s Club of 
Birmingham and celebrate our growth as a vibrant and premier organization. 
The SMC was founded on January 11, 1957, with election of three officers. The 
first Constitution and Bylaws were adopted on November 8, 1957. As membership 
grew over the years, it adapted to changing circumstances with multiple changes in 
the administrative structure and amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws. The 
process continues as we shift our home from The Community House to The Baldwin 
Library.

Today our membership and reputation extend far beyond the boundaries of Birmingham. We are proud to be a leading 
group of mature men, respected in the community. We believe in healthy lifestyles and a tradition of excellence. Recently 
we added the principles of friendship, integrity, compassion, lifelong learning, humor, charity, mutual support, diversity, 
and civility to our core values of fellowship, shared interest, and community service. Together, we are moving forward in 
the spirit of continuous improvement.

Our Friday meeting at the Iroquois Club on May 20 will be a birthday party. We invite every member to come, and bring 
a guest. We will joyfully reminisce about our past successes and accomplishments to celebrate our 65th anniversary.

MAY LUNCHES
AT THE IROQUOIS CLUB:

Following are the lunch offerings to consider when making your reservations to attend the 
May in person meetings at The Iroquois Club. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

May 6th 2022 – Cinco de Mayo
Chips & Salsa, Spanish Rice, Refried Beans (vegetarian), Beef Quesadillas and Cheese Quesadillas , Chicken Enchiladas

  DESSERT: Chocolate Chip Cookies 

May 13th 2022
Rolls & Butter, Caesar Salad, Green Beans, Mac N Cheese, Chicken Piccata

 DESSERT: Brownies

May 20th 2022
Rolls & Butter, MI Maple Salad, Mixed Vegetables, Baked Mostaccioli, Parmesan Cod

DESSERT: 65th Anniversary Cake

May 27th: NO MEETING
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Take Me Out To The Ballgame! - Wed. May 25, 2022
                   Once again we are going south to visit beautiful Fifth Third Field ballpark in Toledo to
                      watch the Mud Hens play.  The date is Wednesday, May 25, and the Mud Hens’ 

opponent will be the Nashville Sounds, a farm team for the Milwaukee Brewers.
We have reserved a block of 56 excellent first base side seats under the 2nd deck overhang.

Please join us for a day of fun and fellowship!

The game starts at 11:05 AM, and our bus will leave the Birmingham First Presbyterian
Church promptly at 8:15 AM.  Following the game, we will go to Packo’s on the Park, 

right next to the stadium, for a late lunch (self-pay).  After lunch we will return to Birmingham, 
arriving by 5:30 PM.

Tickets sales will begin on Friday, April 29, on a first-come, first-served basis at $35 per ticket.
Spouses and significant others are invited to join us. 

This trip is often a sell-out so don’t forget to buy your tickets early.  See you on the bus!
—Jim King



The Genealogy Group met April 4 at 2-3pm, this time at 
Baldwin Library (also Zoom), to hear a presentation 
“Researching Your European Ancestors” presented by 
Nancy Keuffel. Her presentation was informative and very well 
received, many attendees commenting that they learned a 
lot about information sources previously unknown to them 
in both Europe and the U.S.

The next meeting will be Monday, May 2 at 2-3pm at 
Baldwin Library and by Zoom. Our topic will be ”The 1950 
Census” presented by Dave Bakos, due to the recent release 
by the Census Bureau. All are welcome.

Jack Withrow

SMC GENEALOGY
GROUP
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MAY INVESTMENT 
GROUP

Please join us at our next Investment Group meeting being 
held on Thursday May 12, 2022 at 2:45PM. The in-person 
and Zoom meeting will be held in the basement level of the 
Baldwin Public Library. Our speaker will be Dawn Schluter, 
member of Schluter & Hughes Law PLLC.   Schluter & 
Hughes Law specializes in estate planning, estate and trust 
administration, trustee services and estate, gift and fiduciary 
tax matters. Schluter & Hughes Law also has dedicated 
professionals who have the ability to assist with care 
coordination.  Dawn has been honored in the past by 
HOUR Detroit and DBusiness, Best Lawyers in America and 
Michigan Super Lawyers!

Dawn became a lawyer at Miller Canfield in 1989 and has 
devoted her career to helping families and individuals with some 
of their most difficult and most personal needs. Her practice 
focuses on estate planning, estate and gift taxation, estate 
and trust administration, business planning, wealth transfer 
and preservation planning, antenuptial and cohabitation 
planning and family law matters. Dawn has spoken to the 
Club in the past and she will provide her wisdom related to 
Estate Taxes and Planning at our meeting.

As of the Reminder deadline, there are eleven positive players 
in the stock game.  George Miller has taken the lead in the 
game followed by Jay Hall and Gordon Allardyce.  Cleveland- 
Cliffs (CLF) has seen an uptick, and is the highest stock up 
67% since the game started in mid-October.  

The stock game ends May 31st. If you wish to buy or sell a 
stock or have any questions reading or printing the Stock 
Game on your PC, please do not hesitate to email or call me 
at 248-990-0305.  Also, watch for an eBlast in May as will 
have a demonstration of the stock game, which could be of 
value for members between monthly meetings.    

Happy Investing!

Mike Korsak



5
GROUPS

The reading groups continue to engage members and guests in 
discussions of a wide variety of fiction and non-fiction books.  In May 
we’ll begin with Galgut’s award-winning novel and continue with Ted 
Widmer’s account of Lincoln’s journey to Washington prior to his 
inauguration
The Wednesday group will continue to meet via Zoom while the 
Monday group will meet at the Baldwin Library with a Zoom option.
We are pleased to report that the complete schedule of books for both 
groups is now available on the club’s website.

Wednesday, May 4, at 10:30 AM: The Promise  (A novel)  
by Damon Galgut  (New York: Europa Editions, 2022)

This 2021 winner of the Booker Prize for literature is a compelling 
family story that mirrors the history of South Africa.  In his NY Times 
review Rand Richards Cooper wrote, “The Promise offers all the 
virtues of realist fiction, plus some extras. A reader can shrug it all off  
and  focus on the family’s story, or take pleasure in a brash writer’s 
narrative norm-breaking… Galgut is a gleeful satirist, mordantly 
skewering his characters’ fecklessness and hypocrisy”.

From another review: “In The Promise Damon 
Galgut makes a strong, unambiguous commentary 
on the history of South Africa and of humanity itself 
that can best be summed up in the question: does true 
justice exist in the world?”

This discussion will be led by Paul Lieberman.

Monday, May 16, at 3 PM: Lincoln on the Verge: 13 Days to Washington 
by Ted Widmer (New York: Simon and Schuster,2020)

 Lincoln scholar James McPherson describes this book 

 as follows: “Lincoln's journey by train from Springfield 
 to Washington in February 1861 was full of  drama 
  and tension caused by a nationb reaking in two as
  largest Northern states helped unify them for the 
 impending struggle, even as delegates from seven
 seceded states met a thousand miles to the south to  
 form the Confederacy and conspirators in Baltimore 
plotted to assassinate Lincoln as he passed through their city, a con-
spiracy that was foiled by a secret midnight transit.  Ted Widmer's 
narrative captures the drama and tension with sparkling prose that 
projects the reader back in time to that fateful journey.” 

Paul Liberman will lead this discussion also.

Looking ahead to June

Wednesday, June 1 at 10:30: AI 2140 
by by Kai-Fu Lee and Chen Qiufan (Pete Mehra)

Monday, June 20at 3 PM: How to Avoid a Climate Disaster 
 byBill Gates (Bob Stevenson) 

Submitted by Bob Maxfield and Roger Timm

MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY
READING GROUPS

CLASSIC MOVIE
GROUP 

On Monday, May 9th at 1:00 PM,  
Joel Adelman will present, via Zoom, 
one of his favorite movies, the award- 
winning film CITIZEN KANE, which 
was released by RKO Pictures in 1941 
with a running time of one hour 
and fifty-nine minutes.  The film was 
produced and directed by Orson Welles, 
who also plays the leading role and 
co-wrote the screenplay with Herman Mankiewicz. 
The firm won the Academy Award for best Original Screenplay. 
Citizen Kane is considered by many critics and experts to be 
the greatest film ever made.  It has consistently topped the 
American Film Institute's 100 Years / 100 Movie list and for 
50 consecutive years, it stood at the #1 spot in the British 
Film Institute's "Sight & Sound '' poll of critics. 

The film depicts the controversial life of an influential publishing 
tycoon, Charles Foster Kane, played superbly by Wells, and 
is generally regarded as having been inspired by the life of 
William Randolph Hearst.  When Hearst learned about the 
film, it so enraged him that he threatened to sue RKO if 
they released the film and demanded that Radio City Music 
Hall not screen the film.  Failing in both of those efforts, he 
banned every newspaper and radio station in his vast media 
conglomerate from reviewing or even mentioning the film, 
which caused many movie theaters not to screen it.
The battle between Hearst and RKO over the film was 
so bitter and intense that it led to the Oscar-nominated 
documentary "The Battle Over Citizen Kane".  
So, mark your calendars now and plan to join us on May 9, as 
you will not want to miss “Citizen Kane”, a true masterpiece 
of film making. 

Watch for our access information eBlast as we near the 
show date.  

– Joel Adelman / Monthly Chairman
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SMC is SPECIAL.
Individuals are welcomed and encouraged to “get involved”.  We formed the Walking Group and the CHORUS 
which afforded me the opportunity to develop lasting friendships. During my recent bout with bladder cancer, 
the members’ good wishes and prayers helped me immeasurably.  That is why I say - SMC is SPECIAL.

I decided to join SMC because of the following reasons: the brotherhood factor; fellow veteran
members; longstanding status as an organization; professional men with distinguished backgrounds; 
and excellent array of speakers

Every week I look forward to the Friday meetings that feature excellent speakers and are topped off 
with a great lunch.  The friendships that I have made in the golf league, special trips and the Christ-
mas Party have enriched my life and I will cherish them forever.  The SMC is an organization that I am 
proud to be a member of.

I attended my first meeting of the SMC, some years ago, after I had been made aware of the existence 
of the SMC by a friend of mine. I attended a Memorial Day event at one of the Birmingham Schools, 
some time after that. I met a Veteran named John Reddy, who invited to come to a meeting at the 
Community House of Birmingham.  

I did. I sat in the back of the room. When the meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance, and the 
singing of the National Anthem, I saw quite a number of hand  salutes being presented. I was hooked.

I am very happy with the SMC. I am now the Chairman of the Sergeant-at-Arms group, and am begin-
ning to get a Veterans group active. I've made a number of good friends, and will be looking forward to 
getting some friends to join this OUTSTANDING !!! group of men.

New to the area in 2015, I was searching for new friends and activities to help fill my time when I was 
approached by Mike Wisok at a party.  He told me a bit about the Men’s Club and mentioned that an 
upcoming speaker would be Al Kaline!  I thought “I could meet Al Kaline??” and attended that meeting.  
Within a few weeks, I decided to join and found the outpouring of friendship by men I had never met 
to be very gratifying.  
I was very privileged to be asked, then elected, to be the 2020 Recording Secretary.  The election to 
2nd VP provided me with the challenge to ensure I, and my monthly Program Chairs, could provide 
the Club with interesting and informative speakers on a weekly basis.  COVID, and other issues, then 
gave the Club a challenge to find a new location to host our Friday meetings.  As the Alternative Site 
Committee Chairman, the team searched for a suitable location, and found The Iroquois Club to be the 
“hands down” winner.  This year I have become involved with the first ever Strategic Plan.  The fore-
thought of several Club Officers to acknowledge the need for a Plan, and then work to develop it, will 
ensure the future and vibrancy of this now 65-year-old Men’s Club of Birmingham. Looking forward 
to the future!!!

Charlie Blank

Sid E. Taylor

Walt Kowal

John Williams
Chairman, Sergeant-at-Arms 

Committee/Group
Chairman, Veterans Group

Paul Kovceses  
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I retired spring of 2017, went to Lincoln Hills to join a golf league, ran into Tim McGee, who said, 
“Give me 50 bucks and fill out this application”.   My first round was with Gino Salciccioli’s group.  
Then I found out SMC also has a Springdale League!  Pretty soon I was bowling (on Jack Corey’s 
team – his average is still higher than mine), the Monday Reading group, Investment group, Computer 
group, Special Events, maybe someday Bridge, right Kirby?   Oh, the Friday meetings, with terrific, 
important speakers, and camaraderie with a bunch of really great guys. 

The inspiring examples of past President George Stern and the late Bill Duncan, both of whom I’d 
known socially since the last century, brought me to SMC.  They were always talking about the club, its 
activities, and what it meant in their lives.  They were two friends with great attitudes widely admired 
for their intelligence, wit and kindness, and dedication to community service, and I wanted to emu-
late them.  I had been retired for a year and found in SMC something I neither sought nor anticipated; 
a camaraderie and range of activities offering an exceptional return on my investment of time and 
money.  From the welcoming handshake from Geoff Morgenstern following my introduction at a May 
2019 meeting, to the acceptance into the Sergeant at Arms Committee by Dave Dinger, I felt fully 
engaged and a valued part of this organization.  That feeling continues and I am revived each and every 
Friday by being with other members. The relationships, perspectives, and insights the entire SMCB 
experience has given me are so much more than I might ever give in return.  With thanks to my fellow 
members and in anticipation of our shared benefits from continued membership.

My decision to join the Senior Men’s’ Club in 2017 was a wise one indeed.   Since then I have valued 
the programs, activities, and opportunities to meet a wide variety of new people.  In reflecting on the 
past five years I particularly want to highlight three ways in which the club has enriched my life.
First, the Friday speakers have been remarkable.  Where else could we hear and interact with business 
leaders, physicians, authors, media personalities, athletes, and politicians representing the entire polit-
ical spectrum?  Where else could these presentations be enriched and amplified by the probing ques-
tions from members of our group.  For me, some of the most memorable programs dealt with subjects 
that I knew or cared little about.  This is a real plus.

Second, the two reading groups have been a source of constant stimulation.  The books selected rep-
resent the varying backgrounds and interests of the men who recommended them.  Some of these are 
recent best-sellers, and others are obscure studies dealing with different issues.    Whether a book deals 
with race relations in America, technology, environmental issues, relationships, history or whatever, 
the discussions are provocative, thoughtful and demonstrate respect for varying opinions.  These are 
qualities too often missing in America today.

Finally, and most important, I cherish the sense of community that characterizes SMC.  This is evident 
in the informal time before Friday meeting, during “field trips” and during other small and large group 
gatherings.  I really appreciate the opportunity to get to know men from a variety of business, ethnic, 
religious, political and special interest backgrounds.  What we all have in common is a commitment to 
each other and to the mission of the club.  

As I reflect on the 65th anniversary of SMC, I want to express my appreciation and gratitude to all of 
the men who are part of the club and to those before us who established such a strong foundation.

Greg McComas

Ray Buratto  

Bob Maxfield

6565thth  ANNIVERSARY TESTIMONIALS  ANNIVERSARY TESTIMONIALS cont.cont.
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I had always looked forward to being able to join SMC.  Looking back, I've never been disappointed.   
SMC has provided a positive community that has made these years meaningful.  The camaraderie and 
support of fellow members has more than ever expected, and the many program groups have offered 
a number of opportunities to keep current and active.  I value the relationships, and know it has made 
my life richer.

SMC has the most diverse and welcoming activities for seniors that I can imagine. SMC has the most diverse and
welcoming activities for seniors that I can imagine.     ~ Paul Lieberman

SMC members are: A-alert; C-concerned; T-thoughtful; I-imaginative; V-vibrant; E-energetic…ACTIVE     ~Mike Albright

I most enjoy the reflection and celebration of the club’s patriotism and recognition of America and its citizens that each SMC
member shares at our Friday meetings.  I find this ritual very refreshing, heartwarming and a bond to our true American spirit.
 ~  Dave Bakos

“The Senior Men’s Club has a special spot in my heart. I count members as personal friends.  I value 
the qualities (fellowship, shared activities, and service) of the organization. I am proud to be a mem-
ber. I look forward to continuing to participate in the Friday meetings and other activities. The Senior 
Men’s Club is a key part of my ‘golden years’.”

I value my relationship with SMC because
the Club provides service to senior men
by providing informative, qualified, 
speakers and an opportunity to have 
fellowship with other men who attend 
with me at special interest activities.

SMC is a group of engaged, enthusiastic 
and energetic men who strive to make 
each other’s lives more meaningful and 
rewarding.

The SMC’s programs and activities attract 
and encourage participation of physically 
and mentally talented retired men.  We 
might wear out but we won’t rust out.

I joined an organization of strangers and 
walk away every week with new friends.  
The club’s organizational discipline creates 
a stable atmosphere that nurtures those 
friendships.

Dick Rappleye

Dick Bradley  

Bob Kenning  

Maynard Timm    

Al Roberts

John Reddy  

6565thth  ANNIVERSARY TESTIMONIALS  ANNIVERSARY TESTIMONIALS cont.cont.
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MAY 2022 CALENDAR - AT A GLANCE

MAY REMINDER DEADLINE:  MAY20, 2022
NOTE: Due to potential fluxuations in venue location (staffing or operating hours) or schedule, revisions to this

calendar are possible. Please watch your email and www.seniormensclub.com for updates or potential cancellations.
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Th e Reminder

Contact Us:

Th e Reminder

The Senior Men's Club mailing 
address for general Club or SMC 
Foundation correspondence is:

 Senior Men's Club
 P.O. Box 1149
 Birmingham, MI 48012-1149
All mail should be sent to the above address 

The Club may also be contacted via
email at:

seniormensclub@gmail.com

Visit SMC at:
www.seniormensclub.com

A monthly publication of the Senior Men's
Club, which meets Friday at 10:30 AM
at the Iroquois Club* in Bloomfield Hills.

Officers for 2022 are:
- President, Swarn Rajpal;
- First Vice President, Paul Kovceses;
- Second Vice President, Larry Imerman;
- Recording Secretary, John Maten;
- Corresponding Secretary, Ray Buratto;
-  Treasurer, Jim Suhay;
-  Assistant Treasurer, Rich McGee;
-  Officers at Large, Jim King, Tom Russell

THE REMINDER Team:
- Dick Harper, Editor Emeritus;
- Jay Kafarski, Publisher;
- Maynard Timm, Co-Editor
- Tim McGee, Co-Editor
- Tom Booth, Photography.

 *The Iroquois Club is located on the east
 side of  Woodward Avenue, just north of
 Square Lake Road in Bloomfield Hills.
 The meeting is also accessible via ZOOM
 for those not able to attend in person.


