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Charles (Chuck) Kirkpatrick
Webster defines courage as “mental or moral strength to withstand 
difficulty,” while fortitude is “strength of mind that enables a person 
to bear pain or adversity.” Have we ever seen these attributes better 
exemplified than that exhibited by our beloved Past President Chuck 
Kirkpatrick?

Despite the impact and complications of serious health issues, Chuck 
continued to serve our club. He valiantly completed his presidency last year with commitment 
and skill. This year he continued attending almost all Friday meetings, Executive Board 
meetings and many other club activities, supported by his great friend Dick Bradley.

Chuck became an active Senior Men’s Club member in 2000, and immediately launched 
all-out participation in club activities, including the Program Committee, the Computer 
and Classic Movie Groups, as well as attending many Special Events. He served as Editor of 
The Reminder during 2004-07, before moving through our officer ranks to club presidency. 
He became a Life Member on June 15, the day of his passing.

His memorial service at Christ Church Cranbrook was crowded with friends and SMC 
members. We heard Chuck remembered as a warm, caring and compassionate husband 
and father and of his extensive involvement in community activities. We often hear the 
suggestion that a departed friend “will be missed”. In the case of Chuck Kirkpatrick, truer 
words will never be spoken!

—Dick Harper              
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—Pete Kass, Membership Chairman
—Robert Beach, Database Chairman

—Bill Shaffmaster, Tom Booth & Gene Markel, 
Photography

New Members: New Associates:
Martin I. Reisig
927 Madison
Birmingham, MI 48009-5748
248-258-6222
E-mail: mireisig@aol.com
Sponsor: Stuart Shuster

George Ritter
28420 Sunset
Lathrup Village, MI 48076-2659
248-559-2998
E-mail: georitermd@comcast.net
Sponsor: Tom Schrift

Frank Mei
4041 Cranbrook Ct.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301-1704
248-647-6813
E-mail: jfmei@aol.com
Sponsor: Pete Kass

Anant Bhogaonker
4445 Rolling Pine Dr.
West Bloomfield, MI 48323-1445
248-225-5874
E-mail: anantbhog@gmail.com
Sponsor: Pete Mehra

Ted D. Wanamaker
798 Box Canyon Ct.
Rochester Hills, MI 48309-2326
248-375-5542
E-mail: twaw24@comcast.net
Sponsor: Ron Denton

Jay N. Kafarski
2345 Hidden Pine
Troy, MI 48098-4135
248-641-9961
E-mail: jaykafarski@gmail.com
Sponsor: Bill Munro

Norman E. Morrell
818 Edgemont Run
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-1458
248-334-8978
E-mail: nemorrell@aol.com
Sponsor: John Mahoney

Ralph H. Schick
4117 Penrose Dr.
Troy, MI 48098-6022
248-376-770
E-mail: rhschick@comcast.net
Sponsor: Cliff Wagoner

James G. Tittsworth
36476 Briarcliff Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312
586-939-5069
E-mail: metro-media@att.net 
Sponsor: Charles Basch

Gerald W. Stribbell
30469 Fox Club Dr.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331-1953
248-661-0627
E-mail: ogemaw@aol.com
Sponsor: Steve Kerns

Fredrick Simon
1787 Alexander Dr.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302-1204
248-855-8337
E-mail: fsimon1810@aol.com 
Sponsor: George Stern

Roger Krieger
731 Brockmoor Ln.
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304-1416
248-481-6621
E-mail: kriegerrb@gmail.com
Sponsor: Jim King

To Life Member:
Charles B. Kirkpatrick

New Contact Info:
Mark A. Richards
1 Sinclair Drive, Apt. #124
Pittsford, NY, 14534
585-248-1437

Bill Munro: bmunro2483@gmail.com

Deaths:
James L. Cameron, Jr., (Life) joined June 1977

A. Ray Swartz (Life) joined January 1978

Charles B. Kirkpatrick (Life) joined October 2000

...continued on page 7
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Games

Thursday Golf
The annual Three Club Day was held at Springdale 
on June 20. This made for some very unique scores. 
Winners were those who scored, while playing with 3 
clubs, closest to their league averages with a full 14 club 
bag. The winners are:

• First place: Phil Buccini with a score of minus 
3.2 strokes
• Second place: Tie with Tim McGee and Cliff 
Snedeker with a score of minus 2.7 strokes
• Heroic score of the day was Tim McGee with an 
Eagle on hole #3. Tim used 5-wood, 5-wood, and 
8-iron to score a 3 on this tough par 5.

Mark your calendars: Thursday Scrambles will be held on 
July 11. Pot will be made up of $3 from each participant 
plus $2 from the league. Get your teams together or be 
assigned by the league. To promote fellowship after the 
Scramble Round the committee has negotiated with 
Springdale a special priced food and drink selection.

Thursday Golf Tournament will be held August 22, 
August 29 and September 5. Golfers will be placed in 
three flights according to average. The scores of each 
golfer’s first two consecutive weeks will be used.

The Annual Stonycroft Scramble will be on Tuesday, 
September 10. The cost is yet to be determined.

Hit them long, hit them high, and hit them straight.
—The Golf Committee

Monday Golf
More is bustin’ out than June itself. 
The weather is better, participation is 
up, scores are lower, and excitement 
is growing. Many have returned from 
wherever they hibernate including: 
Ken Bugis, Frank Bujold, Clarence 
Cheff, Eldon Crawfis, Bob Hinytzke, 
Dave Key, Jim Schaefer, Roger Spry and Rich Wehling. 
Importantly, John Kary is back and having fun.

Birdies are being busted consistently by Bill Duncan, 
Tony Parrottino and John Perryman. Closest to the pin 
on hole #2 has been shared by many. So please come 
and join us on Monday at Lincoln Hills for good golf, 
useful exercise, the excitement of friendly competition 
and after-the-round libations and great conversation.

—Bill Spreitzer

Senior Health Matters
Types of Eye Care Providers
Ophthalmologists are physicians (MD or DO) who have 
completed 4 years of college, 4 years of medical school 
and at least 3 additional years of additional training in 
the medical and surgical treatments of patients with eye 
conditions. They:

• Perform routine eye examinations
• Diagnose and treat ocular diseases such as cataracts 
and glaucoma
• Diagnose systemic conditions that affect the eyes such 
as diabetic retinopathy
• Prescribe eyeglasses, contact lenses, low vision aids 
and medications
• Perform surgical procedures such as cataract surgery 
or refractive surgery

Optometrists are eye care professionals (Doctor of 
Optometry or OD) who have completed 4 years of college 
and 4 years of optometry school. They receive formal 
training in prescribing eyeglasses, contact lenses, low 
vision aids and in diagnosing eye problems. To administer 
a topical diagnostic and therapeutic pharmaceutical 
agent, an optometrist must obtain a State of Michigan 
certificate requiring an additional 160 classroom hours 
of study and pass a Board of Optometry approved 
examination. However, they are not allowed to perform 
eye surgery. They: 

• Perform routine eye examinations
• Diagnose ocular diseases such as cataracts and glaucoma
• Diagnose systemic conditions that affect the eyes such 
as diabetic retinopathy
• Prescribe eyeglasses, contact lenses and low vision aids

Opticians are eye care professionals. They:

• Adjust and fit eyeglasses
• Take facial measurements to determine appropriately 
sized frames
• Dispense eyewear
• Make sure clients know how to care for their eyewear
• Do not write prescriptions for glasses or contact lenses
• Do not examine eyes or diagnose or treat eye diseases

Orthoptists are eye care providers who specialize in 
caring for patients with problems with eye movement or 
eye alignment. They frequently assist ophthalmologists 
in caring for patients with crossed eyes (strabismus) or 
double vision (diplopia). They use prisms and other 
optical aids to help align the eyes. They do not prescribe 
medications or perform surgery.

—Augustine L. Perrotta, DO



Elder SMC Statesmen
By a strange quirk of fate, the SMC has just lost two long time and 
well respected members, who died within a few days of each other 
- Ray Swartz and Jim Cameron, both of whom had just reached 99 
years of age.

Ray Swartz had been a member since 1978, and died in his native 
Ohio, where he moved to be with family after his wife’s passing. Ray 
was an accomplished and dedicated bowler and golfer. He carried a 
170 bowling average well into his 70’s and bowled with our league 
until he reached 89. For golfing, Ray carried a small bag with only 6-7 
clubs and was very competitive. He chaired the Games Committee 
for many years - the Ray Swartz Memorial Trophy awarded to the 
bowling champion honors his legacy. When he presented Games 
reports on Fridays, Ray presented a dapper appearance, often wearing 
a bright red jacket and a warm smile. He received our Outstanding 
Service Award in 1990.

Jim Cameron joined the Club in 1977 and when he passed, was our 
longest serving member. Jim’s club passion was golf - he was totally 
dedicated to the game and to doing well on the course. When the 
undersigned first played golf at Springdale, I often played with Jim, 
along with Bill Hassberger and Omer Petti - all over 80. I was referred 
to as the “kid”. In his 80’s, Jim still drove the ball 160-170 yards and 
always “straight down the middle.”

Ray and Jim epitomized what our club is all about and clearly 
demonstrated how being active, particularly in the Senior Men’s 
Club, can extend life.

—Dick Harper

Jim Nordlie: A Flying Tiger
In February 1943, Jim Nordlie faced a life-changing decision: continue his education at the 
University of Michigan, School of Engineering, or be enlisted into the Army Air Corps. Jim chose 
the second option and was soon on a troop train to Miami. “I expected to do two things,” said 
Jim. “Serve our country in a time of need and have an experience unlike any other.”

During the next 14 months of training, Jim received his wings and commission. He then had what 
is termed “transitional training”—preparation for overseas. When Jim’s unit arrived in China, it 
replaced the original “Flying Tigers” which had been disbanded. But all who stayed, including 
Jim—were classified as  “Flying Tigers.” From its base of operations, the unit flew missions deep 
into China, the whole of which was controlled by the Japanese. Most of these missions were 
long, running from three to six hours.

Jim was discharged from military service in January 1946, having flown 40 missions. “To me, service was an invaluable 
experience,” said Jim. “I learned the real values in life and how lucky we were to be born in the U.S.A.” After serving his 
country Jim completed his degree in Business Administration at the University of Michigan. He then became involved 
in managing the family business, Nordlie Inc., a wholesale florist.

A Senior Men’s Club member since 1999, Jim is a long-time supporter of the club. “There are a lot of smart guys in 
this club,” he said. “It’s a good source for a variety of opinions and points of view.”

Jim and his wife Nancy are residents of Birmingham and members of St. James Episcopal Church. Their family includes 
five children.

—Chuck Ragains

Nate Mills is 100
One of the real, 
b u t  s o m e t i m e s 
u n a p p r e c i a t e d 
b e n e f i t s  o f 
membership in the 
Senior Men’s Club is 
that of living a better 
and often longer life. 
Experts tell us that 
an active social life, of associating and being 
involved with peers can keep us alert and 
healthier longer - with both physical and 
mental benefits.

Member Nate Mills epitomizes this finding. 
Nate, who reached the grand age of 100 
on June 18, is both our oldest and longest 
serving member, having joined in 1977. 
Until recently Nate was a frequent attendee 
at Friday meetings. We recall his proud 
acceptance of member accolades two years 
ago when he reached 98.

Nate was recognized and honored for his 
outstanding accomplishment at the club 
meeting on June 21. Congratulations and 
best wishes, Nate!

—Dick Harper
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Camera Group
We will miss the leadership and 
presentations that Jaap Delevie provided 

for the Camera Group, but great programs have been 
lined up for the fall. Now we need a new Chairman 
and Monthly Chairmen to organize meetings for next 
year. If you are willing to do one of these jobs or if you 
have something to present, please contact committee 
member John Slocum, Augie Perrotta, or Irv Poston. 
Meetings are scheduled each month except July, 
August, and December. Monthly Chairmen may make 
the presentation themselves or line up another SMC 
member or non-member.

—Irv Poston 5

Book Reading Groups
On Wednesday, July 3 at 10:30AM, we will 
discuss “On China” by Henry Kissinger” 

In this sweeping and insightful history, 
Henry Kissinger turns for the first time at book-length 
to a country he has known intimately for decades, 
and whose modern relations with the West he helped 
shape. Drawing on historical records as well as his 
conversations with Chinese leaders over the past forty 
years, Kissinger examines how China has approached 
diplomacy, strategy, and negotiation throughout its 
history, and reflects on the consequences for the global 
balance of power in the 21st century. In “On China,” 
Kissinger examines key episodes in Chinese foreign 
policy from the classical era to the present day, with 
a particular emphasis on the decades since the rise of 
Mao Zedong.

On Monday, July 15 at 3:00PM, we will discuss “The 
Signal and the Noise” by Nate Silver. Nate Silver built an 
innovative system for predicting baseball performance, 
predicted the 2008 election within a hair’s breadth, 
and became a national sensation as a blogger—all by 
the time he was thirty. In keeping with his own aim to 
seek truth from data, Silver visits the most successful 
forecasters in a range of areas, from hurricanes to 
baseball, from the poker table to the stock market, from 
Capitol Hill to the NBA. What lies behind their success? 
Are they good—or just lucky? What patterns have they 
unraveled? Nate Silver’s insights are an essential read.

—Ted Chapekis

Groups

Investment Group
Once again, we learned that diversification 
may not be essential to positive market 
performance. With his all-Ford portfolio, 

Ted Chapekis was the Stock Game winner for the third 
time in the last five years. The recent surge in Ford stock 
price resulted in a 54.3% gain for Ted plus first place 
winnings of $235. John Flintosh won $135 for finishing 
second with a gain of 50.2%, while Tom Booth (last 
year’s winner) was in third place, up 47.6% and won $90.

Forty of our 59 players had overall gains, which averaged 
9.3%, slightly below the overall Dow performance, 
which was up about 11%. Attending Investment Group 
meetings expands our investment know-how.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, September 11, 
and the stock game will be launched October 4. Stand 
by for some possible rule changes under consideration 
by the committee.

—George Miller and Dick Harper

Computer Group
There will not be a Computer Group 
meeting in either July or August.

—Ron Denton

Classic Movie Group
“Some Like it Hot,” a 
screwball comedy film, by 
Hollywood mogul, Jon 

Haber, will be shown on July 8 from 
1:00-3:00PM.

Directed by Billy Wilder who won the 
Academy Award for Best Director, this is 
Marilyn Monroe’s film and her greatest 
role. Condemned by the National Legion of Decency 
in 1959 for its sexual innuendos and men in drag, this 
movie was a comedic milestone for its risqué banter and 
overtones but without profanity.

The top-shelf supporting cast for Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemmon included Joe E. Brown, George Raft and Pat 
O’Brien. The American Film Institute listed “Some Like 
it Hot” as the greatest American comedy film of all time.

—Augie Perrotta
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Special Events

Stratford Festival
Join us on Wednesday, September 25, 2013 for our annual trip to the Stratford Festival to 
enjoy the play “Fiddler on the Roof”. This musical opened on Broadway in 1964. It was the 
first musical in history to surpass 3,000 performances and remains today the fifteenth longest 
running show on Broadway.

The play is an affectionate portrait of village life in Tsarist Russia. The play is based on Sholem 
Aleichem’s 1894 stories about Tevye and his daughters and takes its title from the painting 
“The Fiddler” by Marc Chagall. Amidst challenges from his daughters and the uncertainties of 
the world beyond his village, the milkman-philosopher Teyve strives to maintain his sense of tradition and of joy.

We have arranged for one luxury coach and we expect a quick sellout of this event. The price for this special event 
is $125 and includes transportation, lunch, excellent seats for the play, post theatre snack/dessert, and all gratuities. 
Tickets will go on sale at 9:00AM on Friday, September 6.

• The bus will depart from the First Presbyterian Church at 8:15AM.

• Lunch will be at the Stratford Country Club in the main banquet room.

• “Fiddler on the Roof”  will begin at 2:00PM at the Stratford Festival Theatre.

• Following the play, a quick stop will be made at the Stratford Rheo Thompson Candy Shop.

• A sandwich snack/dessert will be served on the return trip. We should arrive home about 8:30PM.

IMPORTANT: Travel to Canada requires a valid passport or an enhanced driver’s license or ID. Your ID will be 
checked prior to boarding the bus.

—Bob Gualdoni, Riggs Miller, and Joe Samyn

River Cruise 2013
Ticket sales for our 2013 River Cruise started on June 28 and have been 
brisk. If you intend to join us, please purchase your tickets quickly, 
as we expect a sellout.

Our River Cruise will be on Wednesday, July 24, 2013. We will depart 
the First Presbyterian Church at 9:45AM, travel downtown for lunch at 
Andiamo’s Riverfront restaurant, located in the atrium of the General 
Motors Renaissance Center. Some walk-around time to view and 
explore the waterfront and the Center is provided in the schedule.

Following lunch, we will board our cruise ship “Diamond Queen” 
for a leisurely cruise down the Detroit River to the Bishop Park Dock 
in Wyandotte. A special attraction in route, we will detour into the 

Rouge River to view the Ford Rouge complex from the water. After landing at Bishop Park, our buses will pick us 
up and we should be back in Birmingham by 5:30PM.

The price for the event is $55 and includes the bus, lunch, the cruise and all gratuities. A cash bar will be available 
at the restaurant and aboard ship. When you purchase your tickets, you will be asked to make your lunch and 
dessert selections. For lunch we have chicken Marsala or broiled whitefish. For dessert, the selections are a cannoli, 
a small chocolate sundae or raspberry sorbet.

—Bob Gualdoni, Riggs Miller and Joe Samyn 
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Life Member: Dave Schwartz
The latest member inducted into 
our most prestigious category, Life 
Membership, is Dave Schwartz, 
a club member since 1999. Dave 
was born in Owosso and grew 
up in Detroit. He graduated from 
University of Detroit High School in 
1946 and earned a BS degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of 
Detroit in 1951.

Dave served in the U.S. Navy during 
the Korean War as a Line Officer, mainly with the 6th fleet in the 
Mediterranean. He later was transferred to the Civil Engineering 
Corps, and with his engineering background was in charge of 
new Navy construction - first in Denver and then in Chicago 
before being discharged in 1955.

He joined Cunningham-Limp, which specialized in industrial 
design and construction, rising to the position of VP - 
Construction. In 1983, Dave joined the Argonaut AEC division 
of GM in Detroit as a senior scheduler on new construction 
projects.

Dave’s first wife, Dorothy, passed in 1992. A year later he married 
Mary. He has three children, ten grandchildren and three great 
grandchildren, and lives in Bloomfield Hills. He is a long 
time member of St. Hugo of the Hills. Dave has contributed 
importantly to the SMC, serving as Chairman of the Attendance 
Committee, on the Table Setting Committee and in various club 
officer positions. Congratulations and welcome Dave!

—John Steele

Guest Check-In
Procedure
Members with guests at Friday meetings 
should register them at the Life Member 
name tag table. Please list your guest’s 
name as well as yours in the log. A name 
tag bearing the club logo will be provided 
for guests as a souvenir of their attendance.

Members introduce guests - briefly. Please 
wait for the microphone so all can hear. Note 
that a guest may only attend meetings twice. 
In addition, any lady guests must be seated 
with you at a head table.

Visitation - Health
Committee
As previously reported, Augie Perrotta has 
accepted responsibility for chairing the 
Visitation - Health Committee for 2013, 
following the passing of Jaap Delevie.

Augie is requesting that all information 
on member and associate member health 
problems and especially hospitalizations be 
directed to him at APerrotta2150@att.net 
or his cell phone 248-496-3550. He in turn, 
will provide this information to committee 
members responsible for individual month 
visitations and contacts.

—Dick Harper

New Associates
Edward J. Biskup
32867 Robinhood Dr.
Beverly Hills, MI 48025-2519
248-647-3061
E-mail: edbiskup@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Roger Struck

Henri Romain
1507 Bloomingdale Dr.
Troy, MI 48085-5096
248-619-1700
Sponsor: Ron Denton

Paul J. Miller
1355 Northlawn
Birmingham, MI 48009-5007
248-540-2879
Sponsor: Edward Sharples

Local Restaurants Support 
Annual Picnic
Once again local restaurants supported our annual picnic which 
was held on June 18 at Beverly Park. The door prizes were for 
“dinner for two”. The lucky winners have an enjoyable evening 
to look forward to.The contributing restaurants were: Peabody’s, 
Streetside Seafood, 220 Merrill Street, and Sweet Lorraines Café 
& Bar.

We urge Senior Men’s Club members to frequent these 
restaurants to show our support and to identify yourselves to 
the management and give them our thanks. Thanks also to 
The Community House for a much appreciated event-voucher.

In addition, we received a generous contribution from the 
Heathers Golf Club. They donated a one-year weekday golf 
membership including dining room privileges at the clubhouse. 
They also deserve our thanks and support.

—Picnic Committee

...continued from page 2



Mystery Lyrics
We expected a lot of correct answers to 
last month’s mystery lyrics and were not 
disappointed as 11 correctly identified 
these lines:

Let’s take a trip to Niagara
This time we’ll look at the falls

as being from “Let’s Get Away From It All”. 
Congratulations to Ben and Judy Ewing, 
Bill and Dolly Johnson, Jeanne (Merrill) 
Miller, Tom and Rose-Marie Venier, Dave 
and Mary Schwartz, Midge (Roger) Gettel, 
Paul Gieger, Stan Rogell, Sherwin Vine, 
Clay Gordon and Tom McNally.

This month we have lines from a Spike 
Jones “classic” for you.

In the land of San Domingo
Lived a girl called  ___   ___   _____

Can you name that tune? (This one is 
older than most of us - written in 1919).

Sports Trivia
The Tiger trivia challenge suggested by 
member Harold Brown proved to be 
difficult. We asked if you could identify 
the Tigers who did the following:

  - had an unassisted triple play
  - served on the Detroit City Council
  - was the starting pitcher for both
    games of a double header
No one got all three. Dave Schwartz, 
Tom McNally, Clay Gordon, Dick Smith 
and Leonard Borman recalled that Billy 
Rogell had served on the Council and 
that Bobo Newsome started both games 
of a double header (actually he did this 
four times). Stan Rogell,Sherwin Vine 
and Lynn Evans knew about Rogell. 
However, no one came up with the Tiger 
who had an unassisted play - and with 
good reason - it was an obscure first 
baseman named Johnny Neun in 1927. 

July Tiger Trivia:  Many major leaguers 
had well known nicknames. Can you 
remember the nicknames of these 
Tigers?

Sparky Anderson (in addition to Sparky, 
that is), Ty Cobb and Hal Newhouser.

—Dick Harper 
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River Cruise, Wednesday, July 24, 10:00AM
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Annual Picnic
Tuesday, June18, 2013

Photographs courtesy of Tom Booth

As you can see a good time was had by all!

Tom Booth snapped a lot of great pictures 
and then created a special photo montage 
which includes even more classic cars. For 
your viewing pleasure that group of images 
is being sent in a separate email so as not to 
overwhelm your system. Enjoy!


