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Windows 10 Upgrade Notes

Rev 1.0; Oct 29, 2015

Many of you may be considering (or have recently completed) an upgrade from Windows 7 or Windows 8.1 to Windows 10.  If this is true for you, the following will describe, in part, the steps required to make Windows 10 “look and feel” like Windows 7, which is a much more familiar and has an easier-to-use user interface (how you get things done).

1. Pre-Upgrade notes:

First off, be sure you have added any new user accounts before the upgrade. Note that Windows 10 does NOT support the “Guest” account (like Windows 7). 

Be sure to install any applications you want, e.g. Microsoft Office 2003 or 2007.  Office (Office 365) under Windows 10 is a pay-by-the-month (or year) rental, no longer a one-time purchase.

Be sure your Windows installation is activated with a genuine Microsoft license activation key.  If you right-click on the desktop “Computer” icon, at the bottom you should see a “Genuine Windows” icon.  If your installation is not properly activated, the Windows 10 upgrade will prompt you for a new license activation key (5 groups of 5 characters separated by dashes).  If you have no key, you will be taken to the Microsoft website and be allowed to purchase a new one ($99 to $199); if you do, do NOT forget or misplace it!.

I prefer Windows Professional vs. Windows Home Premium; be sure to upgrade before upgrading to Windows 10, if you want the Professional version of Microsoft Windows.

2. Upgrade notes:

The windows upgrade media may be either: (1) downloaded from the Internet, (2) On a DVD, or (3) on a USB thumb drive.  The download will take approximately 2 to 3 hours, depending upon Internet connection and computer speeds, followed by the actual upgrade of approximately 3 to 4 hours, and is the slowest upgrade method.  Purchasing (or otherwise obtaining) a Windows 10 Upgrade DVD is a faster method of installing, and the thumb drive option (if you know how or where to get it; e.g. from me), is the fastest upgrade method usually completing in about 1 hour or less.

You must start your Windows 7 or 8 System, then load the installation media, and do the upgrade.  Booting from the install media will perform a “clean install” requiring a new product activation key ($$$), and will wipe out your complete system (everything!) and replace it all with a bare, “virgin” Windows 10 system with none of your personal applications or data files.

During the upgrade you will be asked to choose from various options; you will want to choose the option that transfers all of your applications (programs) and personal data into Windows 10.  Please note that if you had a Guest account under your “old” system, it will no longer exist after the upgrade.  Also, there will be no desktop “gadgets” (weather, clock, calendar, etc) and no games (solitaire, etc) that were there in Windows 7 or 8.

3. Post-Upgrade Notes:

After a successful upgrade, you will want to install several programs that will restore some of the functions removed by Windows 10, and if you desire, make it “look and feel” like Windows 7.  Here is a list of these programs:

a. IOBIT Windows-7-look-and-feel-like Start menu: sm8-setup

b. Desktop gadgets: DesktopGadgetsRevived-2.0

c. Desktop Weather Gadget: the-weather-channel-vista-sidebar-gadget-win7gadgets-com

d. Windows 7 Games: Windows-7-Games-For-Windows-8-8.1-32-and-64-bit

Also after a successful upgrade, you will want to perform a “Tune-Up”. Please see the appropriate documentation for that (e.g. “Rod’s Computers Tune Up Notes”).  A Google search will help you find these in most cases.  Be sure to specify the FREE versions! These applications include:

a. Avira Antivirus: avira_free_antivirus_en

b. AVG Antivirus: avg_free_stb_all_6086p1_177 (or later)

c. WinPatrol: wpsetup

d. Advanced System Care: asc-setup

e. Malwarebytes: Malwarebytes_Anti_Malware_v2.1.8 (or later)

f. Glary Utilities: Glary_Utilities_Pro_v5.29.0.49 (or later) Permanent license key: 1788-6167-9583-4282

g. Auslogics Disk Defragmenter: disk-defrag-setup

Each of these programs has its own set of installation questions. Be sure to UNCHECK any boxes (options) that start with “Install [or include] Trial Version of …” or words to that effect; you will lose the “Free” version and be hounded to pay for the “Pro” version which you do not need or want.  Close any pop-ups (in the lower right corner of the screen), which tell you to upgrade any of these programs.  If you are not absolutely sure what you are doing, NEVER upgrade ANY of these applications, as many upgrades install “trial” versions that expire (usually after 30 days) and you must then pay for the program if you want to continue using it!

If you desire, I can do any or all of the above steps.  If I do them, I always update each application to the appropriate level.  Please call to schedule an appointment if you would like me to do the upgrade and/or all the post-upgrade installations and/or Tune-Up.  My standard rate is $40 per hour for any work (or tutoring) I do for customers.  The Windows 10 upgrade usually takes about 2 to 3 hours, and the Tune-Up usually takes about 2 to 3 hours as well, depending upon your system specifics (CPU speed, hard drive type, amount of memory, etc).  If I do all the work (upgrade and tune-up), I give you a nice “package” discount rate on the whole job. I always look forward to helping anyone who asks for it.  My main goal is a happy customer (and a good referral) (
If you have any problems, please be sure to call; trying your own “fixes” may make matters worse.

Thank you!

- Rod

Rodger (“Rod”) Gach

Rodger Gach, Ph.D.

Rod’s Computers

1810 Barrett Ave.

Royal Oak, MI  48067

248.546.6938
