
The Special Events Committee will of-
fer a tour of the Great Lakes on Wednesday, 
October 14 at 1:00 PM. The tour will be via 
ZOOM and is being presented by NEXT.  
There will be no charge for members of the Se-
nior Men's Club.   Click on "Member" when 
you open the announcement.

The tour will be conducted by best-selling 
author and adventurer Loreen Niewenhuis 

and is expected to last about 45 minutes with a question and answer period following 
the presentation. See the side bar for more details.

All are invited to take the tour in the safety and comfort of your home.   Look for a 
further announcement in late September/early October with specific instructions for 
joining via ZOOM.                                                                                                  Mike Clement     

President’s Page
This has been a very challenging year for all of us.  On March 13, 

we had our last in person meeting because The Community House 
closed and has not reopened. Since then we started ZOOM meetings 
which have been very successful. Our ZOOM “Master” John Maten 
has done a wonderful job. We have had excellent speakers drawing an 
audience equal or close to those we had before Covid-19. 

We have now received a letter from TCH advising that they will 
begin charging Room Rental Fees beginning in 2021 and we have re-
ceived a fee schedule. However, no one has any idea when or if we will be able to meet in 
person at TCH or anywhere else.  We will keep you advised of further developments.

So please be safe.  Wear a mask and keep safe distancing. 
Jerry Stribbell
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Fellowship • Shared Activities • Community Service

In this presentation, best-selling author 
and adventurer Loreen Niewenhuis will 
take you to the edges of all five Great 
Lakes and many waterways connect-
ing them. In words, photos, and video, 
you’ll explore the geology, hydrology, 
and natural history of the largest sys-
tem of freshwater lakes in the world. 
She will also illuminate the threats to 
this massive ecosystem: invasive spe-
cies, pollution, destruction of wetlands, 
and the gradual warming of the lakes. 

SPECIAL EVENT - OUR MAJESTIC GREAT LAKES via ZOOM



SMC 2021 DUES COUPON - $50.00
2021 dues are payable before January 1, 2021.  A $10.00 late fee must be added for dues paid after January 1, 2021. 
Make checks payable to SMC and pay by mail.                                                        Contact info has changed from 2020 Handbook

Please use this coupon 
and mail to: 

Senior Men’s Club/Dues
P.O. Box 1149
Birmingham, MI  48012

Life Members pay no dues, but may use the coupon to make a voluntary contribution for financial support of our club.
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Name____________________________________________________________________

Street____________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:_____________________________________________________________

Phone: (____)___________________ 	 Email:____________________________________

PLEASE PRINT  

DUES REMINDER
It’s that time of year again.  The Executive Board has decided to keep dues at the current rate of $50.  Please make your $50 check payable 
to The Senior Men’s Club.  Complete the coupon  below, enclose your dues check and mail to: 

The Senior Men’s Club/Dues Committee
P.O. Box 1149

Birmingham, MI, 48012

PASS THE “VIRTUAL” JUG
Every year in October, SMC has traditionally “passed the jug” 

to raise money for Christmas gifts for the boys & girls of Oakland 
County Children’s Village [OCCV]. This year, we can’t meet in 
person or physically pass the jug.  We would like to continue the 
long SMC tradition by passing a “virtual” jug to help the children 
have a Christmas.

There will be reminders via eBlast and announcements from 
the podium. Please consider making a donation by October 24 
to help the children. You may donate by check made payable to 
OCCV or Oakland County Children’s Village (no cash please). 
Send your generous checks to Richard Halsted, 4053 Spur Hill 
Dr., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304. He will coordinate delivery to 
OCCV.

John M. Steele

PETER DALY’S HOLE-IN-ONE!
SMC Newcomer Peter Daly aced the sixth hole at Springdale 

last week for his second hole-in-one ever.  However, more amaz-
ingly, his shot never hit the ground.  Using a wedge from 100 yards, 
his ball flew directly into the cup jarring it against the COVID-19 
ring.  Peter then had to dig into the hole with that same wedge to 
retrieve his ball.  

Maynard Timm
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LIFE

Ronald T. Denton

NEW MEMBERS

Thomas E. Anderson                                                              
2080 Redding Rd
Birmingham, MI  
48009-1052                                            
(248)646-1803
TEAnderson97@gmail.com

John T. Anderson
966 N Glenhurst Dr	
Birmingham, MI  
48009-1110	
(248)943-0131	
JToddAnder@yahoo.com

Dennis C. Callan
2307 Benjamin Ave
Royal Oak, MI  
48073-3704	
(325)207-6196
DenniscCallan@gmail.com

Mark E. Chmielewski
6732 Wildridge Ln
West Bloomfield, MI 
48322-3878	
(248)851-5384

Patrick J. Cronin
4060 Cranbrook Ct
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48301-1714
(248)396-2630
CroninP.nd@gmail.com

Khalil G. Dirani
555 Rudgate Rd
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48304-3354
(248)709-8086 
KDmd23@hotmail.com

Robert J. Gibbs
240 Martin St
Birmingham, MI  
48009-3352
(248)642-4800
RGibbs@gibbsplanning.com

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
NEW MEMBERS continued

John D. Meehan
656 Chester St
Birmingham, MI  
48009-1437
(248)224-0225 
John.Meehan@att.net

Gary P. Melikian
101 Rugby St
Birmingham, MI  
48009-5923
(760)832-1142 
garypetermelikian@gmail.com

Roy E. Nesler
51035 Gulfstream Park Ln
Canton, MI  
48188-2593
(734)787-8354
RNesler@gmail.com

James Noble
1160 Lake Park Dr
Birmingham, MI  
48009-1002
(248)417-6041 
Jim_Carmco@hotmail.com

Douglas A. Richman
1660 Lockridge Rd
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48302-0737
(248)860-0100 
DA.Richman@att.net

Logan G. Robinson
4131 Echo Rd
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48302-1942
(248)646-1729
LoganR@comcast.net

Al Sasson
4785 Ranch Ln
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48302-2445
(248)840-8825 
AlSasson007@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERS continued

John S. Wenskay
2752 Windsor Dr
Troy, MI  
48085-3729
(248)672-4880
WenskayJ@aol.com

NEW ASSOCIATES

John C. Carter
3781 Darlington Rd S
Bloomfield Hills, MI  
48301-2003
(248)258-6783 
JCC371@comcast.net

Peter K. Daly
2860 Timberwyck Trail Dr
Troy, MI  
48098-5901
(734)355-9337 
PDaly44@gmail.com

Fred H. Freeman
33678 Haritage Hills
Farmington Hills, MI  
48331-1563
(248)661-3678
FredFreemanatty@Aol.com

Michael S. Leib
5171 Corners Dr
West Bloomfield, MI  
48322-3934
(248)563-2500 
Michael@Leibadr.com

ASSOCIATES
MEETING via ZOOM

All associates, who have not attended an orien-
tation, are invited to attend a ZOOM Orientation 
Meeting:

Date: Friday, October 2, 2020
Time: 9:00 AM
The meeting will be conducted via ZOOM.
Information including the ZOOM link will be 

available in the orientation invitation.
John Klein
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MICHIGAN’S
AGING POPULATION

Recently the Detroit Free Press reported that Michigan’s pop-
ulation is aging faster than any other State in the Union.  Let me 
summarize the article and then offer my own perspective.

Across the country Americans are living longer.  However, 
here in Michigan, by 2026, people aged 65 and over will outnum-
ber those 17 and under.  Nationally this will not occur until 2035. 

The baby-boomers, born between 1946 and 1964, thankfully 
are living longer.   In addition, birth rates recently have declined, as 
couples marry later and have fewer children.  

What’s so unique about Michigan?  Over the past 20 years, 
many Michiganders in their 20s have left the State for better jobs, 
particularly during the 2008-2012 Great Recession, when Mich-
igan’s job market tanked.  Another factor here is that immigrants 
have flooded other parts of the country, mainly the South and 
Southwest.  And because immigrants tend to be young and have 
more children than other Americans, they inflate a state’s share of 
under age 17 citizens, at Michigan’s expense.  Finally, Michigan’s 
seniors overall have less income than those in other States, leading 
them to decline to retire in Florida and Arizona and elect to age 
in place here.

What are the effects of this phenomenon?  Because seniors 
tend to vote in large numbers, politicians of both parties will be 
more attentive to their needs.  Moreover, more seniors will be able 
to volunteer in churches and other nonprofits, attend concerts, 
visit libraries and art galleries, thereby enhancing the quality of 
life for everyone.

So what does this mean to the SMC?  Clearly we will have a 
deeper pool of candidates to recruit from and become members.  
So I urge each of you to be on the lookout for the ever growing 
number of Michiganders who will be seeking ways to serve others, 
enjoy camaraderie and fellowship, and remain active during their 
retirement.  They just need to be invited.  

Maynard Timm

FLUVAX DURING
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
IN 2020-2021 SEASON

Health is something uppermost in the minds of our seniors, 
each and every day of their lives.  That concern is only exacerbated 
now as we confront a pandemic the likes most of us have never 
seen before. 

As Fall and Winter approach, we now confront the imminent 
complication of the co-existence of both the novel Covid-19 in-
duced pandemic and the seasonal flu, which some are now refer-
ring to as Twindemic.  This raises many questions and concerns for 
public health experts, public health professionals and scientists.  
Our seniors are similarly seeking answers to some basic questions. 

 1.	 Do respiratory flu symptoms overlap with those of Covid-19? 
If so, how do you differentiate or diagnose anyone of these 
two conditions?

	 The coronavirus-flu “twindemic” is already here and the reli-
ability index for definitive diagnosis is low based on symptoms 
alone. Confirmation of diagnosis will likely require specific 
PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) tests which can be ob-
tained at Doctors' offices and urgent care clinics.  

2.	 Can anticipated flu strains this year worsen Covid-19 out-
comes?

	 Not known. But it is anticipated that flu will worsen severity 
and outcomes of coronavirus.

3.	 Is flu vaccine (FluVax) necessary, safe and available for those 
over 65 Years? 

	 For numerous reasons, it is more important than ever to get 
a flu shot, particularly for the elderly, diabetics, immunosup-
pressed individuals etc. FluVax is already in market and best 
taken around mid-October. Its effect starts with generation 
of antibodies in two weeks and lasts for approximatley six 
months. There are four types of vaccines available, but CDC 
recommends High Dose quadrivalent for those over 65 years. 

4.	 Who all should take this FluVax and when?
	 The CDC recommends that, with the exception of babies be-

low 6 months of age, everyone get the vaccine.  

5.	 Who are the individuals in whom FluVax may not be safe?
 	 The CDC gives specific and detailed guidelines in individuals 

with varying degrees of allergy to eggs or other ingredients in 
the vaccine. Consult your physician please.

 6.	 Could there be any complications between the FluVax and a 
potential Covid 19 Vaccine? 

	 The two viruses are structurally distinct and, hence, there is 
little chance for cross immunity or cross interference.

     Less than 46% of those over the age of 65 got FluVax last 
year.  I highly encourage all of our seniors to follow CDC recom-
mendations and take Flu Vaccine ! 

Posh Gulati, M.D.
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Groups

		  The next meeting will be Wednesday October 
14 at 2:45 PM. Bill Halbert, Senior VP Morgan Stanley and 
SMC member will speak to the Group for the 34th consecutive 
year.  His topic will be “What To Make Of The Market’s Record 
Round Trip”?  The market has had record volatility since February. 
What is the future? Bill has extensive experience and has shared 
valuable advice for many years. Do not miss it.

The Stock Game begins Friday October 16 at the market close. 
The Game rules are unchanged and are available on-line. Please 
submit entries online or mail to Carl Fisher or me. The optional 
$10 fee can be paid in cash or check payable to me at your conve-
nience. Jay Hall won the game and $300 last year with a 96% gain. 
Get in the Game. It is fun and educational. Remember GREED 
is good.                                                                                

George Miller

		  The Genealogy Group will meet via a Zoom 
Meeting on Monday, October 5, 2020 at 2:00 PM. 

First, we will review several new resources for investigating 
family history that I have received this past month. 

Secondly, we will have an open discussion on anyone’s latest 
research activity.  One great thing about having a genealogy group, 
such as ours, is to share your latest investigations into your family 
history.  Most of us learn from your resources and aid in how we 
can improve our own family history.   

I will send out the ZOOM Meeting email address link the last 
week of September via SMC’s eBlast. 

Dave Bakos 

		  October promises to be another opportunity 
for the two reading groups to explore two very different books.  
One is a novel suggesting how history might have changed and the 
other is a memoir by one of the famed Tuskegee Airmen.  These 
discussions will be led by Bill Price and Roger Timm.  We will, of 
course, continue to meet via ZOOM.  Thanks to Roger Timm for 
continuing to serve as “ZOOM Master” for both groups.

Wednesday, October 7 at 10:30 AM: The Plot Against America 
by Philip Roth. (New York: Vintage Books, 2005)

In this alternative history, Franklin D. Roosevelt is defeated 
in the presidential election of 1940 by Charles Lindberg.  The 
novel follows the history of the Roth family during the Lind-
berg presidency as anti-Semitism becomes more accepted in 
American life.  In many ways it reflects Philip Roth’s experi-
ence growing up in Newark, New Jersey.
The story is also available as a six-part Netflix series.
This discussion will be led by Bill Price.

Monday, October 19 at 3:00 PM:  Soaring to Glory: A Tuske-
gee Airman’s Firsthand Account of World War II by Col. Harry 
T. Stewart and Phillip Handleman. (Washington, DC: Regnery 
History, 2019) 

We were all impressed and inspired by Col. Harry Stewart’s 
presentation earlier this year.  His is truly an American story.  
It is only appropriate that this book was chosen for inclusion 
in list of books for the Monday group.  The former President 
of the Tuskegee airmen writes, “This book is a masterpiece…. 
The action sequences made me feel that I was back in the 
cockpit of my P 51C.
Roger Timm will lead this discussion.

Bob Maxfield
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Groups, continued

		  On Monday, October 12 at 1:00 PM, Jon 
Haber will present, via ZOOM, the election year classic movie 
“Dave” (1993) (1 hour and 50 minutes).  In this film, a (not very 
nice) President of the United States suffers a severe stroke and 
is replaced by a (good natured and everyman) lookalike, Kevin 
Kline,  who proceeds to win over the press, public and even the 
President’s estranged wife, Sigourney Weaver, in this outstanding 
political comedy.  The farfetched premise of this story is made be-
lievable by a winning cast and cameos by celebrities, real reporters 
and actual members of Congress from the early 1990’s.  If out-
standing heartwarming political comedies appeal to you, then 
this is a must-see film for you to enjoy.  Recent technology im-
provements now allow us to bring you a film with a crystal clear 
and steady picture with subtitles along with outstanding sound.  
All you need to do is mark your calendars now and bring your 
own popcorn on the twelfth to make your movie going experience 
complete for you, your family and friends. Watch for our access 
information eBlast as we near the show date.  Looking forward to 
seeing you then.

Fred Hansz

CLASSIC MOVIE GROUP
ANNUAL MEETING
REMINDER NOTICE

The Classic Movie Group will hold our Annual Meeting on 
Tuesday, October 6, from 1 to 2 PM, via ZOOM, to select 
the films to be shown during the coming year.  If you enjoy 
the movies and would like to make some suggestions, or pos-
sibly sponsor one of your favorite movies for presentation 
next year, please plan to join us.  You can also let any member 
of our Group know about any films that you would like to see 
in 2021.  We will send out an eBlast with the ZOOM Link a 
few days prior to our Meeting.  We hope to see all interested 
film buffs at our October 6 meeting. 

Fred Hansz

CLASSIC MOVIE GROUP
SCHEDULE FOR

BALANCE OF 2020:  

	 October 12 	 Jon Haber 
		  “Dave” (1993) 110 minutes

	 November 9 	 Tom Booth
		  “Blazing Saddles” (1974) 93  minutes 

	 December 14 	 Waller Harris 
		  “Remember the Night” (1940) 94  minutes 
 

All Shows are presented via ZOOM at 1:00 PM 

Fred Hansz 



Visit SMC at
https://www.seniormensclubbirmingham.com/

Visit TCH at
www.communityhouse.com/supported-groups-nonprofits/senior-mens-club/
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MYSTERY LYRICS
We did a little better with a Sinatra 

song last month, with four readers recog-
nizing that these lyrics:
   “Keep Betty Grable, Lamour and Turner
    She makes my heart a charcoal burner”
are from Frank’s tribute to his wife and 
daughter? (both named Nancy) in the song 
“Nancy With The Laughing Face”. (No song 
about Ava?)

Congratulations to Ray Buratto, Joel 
Adelman, Fred Hansz and John Dueweke.

Let’s try an oldie this month. These are 
lyrics from the first big hit of a singer who is 
older than many of us, but is still perform-
ing. The mystery lyrics are:

“I only live for your love and your kiss
   It’s paradise to be near you like this”
Can you name that tune?

Dick Harper

SPORTS TRIVIA
We did well asking you to identify the 

baseball great who is possibly best remem-
bered for this line “It’s a beautiful day for 
baseball – let’s play two!”

The answer is “Mr. Cub” – Ernie Banks 
– correctly named by Ray Buratto, Tom 
DeCorte, Joel Adelman, John Zarek (who 
commented he should know this, having 
lived in Chicago for years), Bill Burnie (wel-
come back, Bill!), and Pete Good.

This month we have a different chal-
lenge for you. Many of you likely watched 
Dustin Johnson win the last major golf 
tournament a few weeks back. After he 
holed his last putt for a finishing birdie, the 
camera panned around the green and brief-
ly focused on Dustin’s very attractive “sig-
nificant other”. Can you name her? Vague 
hint – think number 99.

Dick Harper

Club Dates to Remember

The Reminder
A monthly publication of the Senior Men’s Club, which meets Fridays at 10:30am via ZOOM 
during the stay-at-home orders. 

Officers for 2020 are: Jerry Stribbell, President; Maynard Timm, First Vice President; 
Swarn Rajpal, Second Vice President; Paul Kovceses, Recording Secretary; Larry Imerman, 
Corresponding Secretary; Leonard Borman, Treasurer; Posh Gulati and Martin Rowell, 
Officers at Large.

THE REMINDER includes: Dick Harper, Editor Emeritus; Jay Kafarski, Publisher; Maynard 
Timm, Co-Editor; Tim McGee, Co-Editor; Tom Booth, Gene Markel and Roger Timm, 
Photography.

Executive Board Meeting: Tuesday, October 13 at 9:30 AM

Reminder Deadline: Friday, October 16

Genealogy Group: Monday, October 5 at 2:00 PM

Reading Group A: Wednesday, October 7 at 10:30 AM

Reading Group B: Monday, October 19 at 3:00 PM

Computer Group: No October meeting

Classic Movie Group: Monday, October 12 at 1:00 PM
	 CMG Annual Meeting: Tuesday, October 6 from 1 to 2 PM

Investment Group: Wednesday October 14 at 2:45 PM

MEETING RESPONSIBLY IN PERSON:
Walking Group: 8:00 AM, Tuesdays - Shain Park
			   Thursdays - Barnum Park

ALL MEETINGS VIA ZOOM

NOTICE OF CHANGE
OF MAILING ADDRESS

Effective July 1, the Senior Men's Club's mailing address has changed from 
The Community House, 380 South Bates St., Birmingham, MI, 48009, to:
	 Senior Men’s Club
	 P.O. Box 1149
	 Birmingham, MI  48012-1149

All mail should be sent to the new address.


