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The Reminder — 50th Anniversary Edition
The Senior Men’s Club launched activities and membership solicitation more than 60 
years ago. As the Club expanded over time, keeping members informed as to activities 
became increasingly challenging, leading to the decision to launch a Club newsletter. 
In the fall of 1968, the first edition was published, perhaps appropriately called The 
Reminder.

The initial monthly issues were simple mimeographed pages which listed planned 
speakers and subjects for the current month plus other significant activities. Distribution 
was via handout at Friday meetings. As the Club expanded in terms of events and 
activities, The Reminder gradually became a larger publication with a more professional 
appearance, moving from 4 to 6 to 8 pages, and sometimes more over time. Content 
has been considerably broadened, with monthly issues detailing Club activities and 
events, plus articles about individual members, reports on changes in Club policies plus 
selected photos of new members, notable speakers and Club personalities. 

Mail distribution was launched in 1997 followed by email availability in 2005. In early 
days, we mailed over 600 copies monthly. As more and more members used email, 
postal delivery counts declined – now about 150. The email version offers two significant 
advantages – early arrival plus dynamic color printing, which adds considerable appeal 
to The Reminder. In addition, email delivery achieves cost reductions. Past editions of 
The Reminder are fully available on the Club website. 

Research conducted with members has contributed importantly to The Reminder. The 
great majority (77%) of Reminder readers indicated they “read almost all articles.” A 
number of suggestions as to content and flow were implemented. We even learned that 
about half of our member wives read The Reminder. 

The Reminder has benefitted from solid and professional editorial leadership over time, 
including Frank Angelo, former Detroit Free Press Editor; Alvie Smith, author and GM 
Top Management Speechwriter; and Chuck Kirkpatrick, innovative leader and later 
Club President. The undersigned served as editor for ten years. Lee Trumbull of The 
Community House staff has contributed importantly for many years, ensuring that The 
Reminder is professionally developed and complete and accurate as to content.
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Camera Group
We will meet on Tuesday, September 11 
at 2:00PM to discuss topics for the rest 
of the year.

—Bob Frank
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Groups
Reading Groups
On Wednesday, September 5, at 10:30AM, 

we will discuss "American Indians in U.S . 
History" by Roger Nichols. Although popular opinion 
and standard histories often depict tribal peoples as 
victims of U.S. aggression, that is only part of their 
story. The author, Roger Nichols, focuses on the 
ideas, beliefs, and actions of both individual Native 
Americans and whole tribes, showing them to be 
significant agents in their history. Don Haffner will 
lead the discussion. 

On Monday, September 17, at 3:00PM, we will 
discuss the book "New England Bound: Slavery and 
Colonization in Early America," by Wendy Warren. 
This finalist for the Pulitzer Prize fundamentally 
recasts the history of colonial America as Wendy 
Warren shows how the institution of slavery was 
inexorably linked with the first century of English 
colonization of New England. Featuring original 
research culled from dozens of archives, the author 
brings to light the lives of thousands of reluctant 
Indians and Africans caught in the early colonial slave 
trade. Roger Timm will lead the discussion. 

—Frank Snower

Classic Movie Group
The Classic Movie Group is pleased to 
announce our two Monday shows plus a 
special Friday show for September. First, 

Waller Harris will present two film versions of Philip 
Barry’s hit Broadway comedy - "The Philadelphia 
Story" – about a divorced society girl who yearns for a 
“down to earth” romance. The 1940 version stars Cary 
Grant, Katharine Hepburn and Jimmy Stewart and will 
be presented on Monday, September 10, at 1:00PM. 
Then on Monday, September 24, at 1:00PM, Waller 
will present the musicalized version – "High Society" 
(1956) – that stars Bing Crosby, Grace Kelly and Frank 
Sinatra as well as Louie Armstrong and his jazz band. 
Our special third presentation will be held on Friday, 
September 14 at 12:45PM. Fred Hansz will present 
the outstanding comedy/mystery film - "All Through 
the Night" (1942) - staring Humphrey Bogart, Kaaren 
Verne, Conrad Veidt and Peter Lorre. The action is fast, 
funny and furious as Bogart’s gang of good natured 
gamblers (including Jackie Gleason, Phil Silvers and 
William Demarest) stumble upon and ultimately 
capture a group of Nazi spies operating in heart of 
Manhattan. If you enjoy, Broadway comedy, great 
songs and music and love classic mystery/comedy 
films from the 40’s then you will want to plan to see 
all three of these top rated motion pictures. Our new 
projection system provides a brilliant image and we 
will have plenty of popcorn to make your movie going 
experience complete.

—Fred Hansz

Investment Group
We will meet on Wednesday, September 
12 at 2:45PM. Joe Carter, 1st V.P. Merrill 
Lynch in Bloomfield Hills will address the 

group. Joe and his partners will share Merrill Lynch 
proprietary indicators of current investor sentiment, 
interest rate forecast, and provide a detailed overview 
of Merrill earnings estimates. His team will provide an 
outline of structural investment themes, which they 
believe will drive the market in a transforming world. 
The new Stock Game will start on October 12. Get in 
the game; Bill Halbert won $290 last year.

—George Miller

Computer Group
We will meet on Wednesday, September 
19. Topic and time TBD.

—Tom Allen

Genealogy Group
We will not meet in September due 
to the Labor Day weekend. Our next 

meeting will be Monday, October 1.
—Dave Bakos 



4

New Life Member
First Vice-President Tim McGee 
recently honored a Club member 
who had received much-respected 
Life Member status – Irv Poston. 
Irv is a real Hoosier, being born in 
Indianapolis and grew up in Attica, 
IN where he attended elementary 
and high school. Staying in Indiana, 
Irv attended Purdue University, 
receiving Bachelor and Master 

degrees in Mechanical Engineering. He also served in 
the Military Band at Purdue for four years. He then spent 
a long and multi-faceted career with General Motors, 
where he served as the Director of Plastics Development 
at the GM Tech Center, and as the GM representative 
to USCAR and the Society of the Plastics Industry. Irv 
married Lois in 1954, who sadly passed in 2017. But 
their 63 years of marriage produced four children, 
nine grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter. He 
joined the SMC in 1997 where he contributed often and 
significantly, culminating with the Club Presidency in 
2010. Welcome to Life Membership, Irv!

—Tim McGee & Dick Harper

SMC Leisure Wear
Based on member requests, we have arranged for 
the availability of leisure wear embossed with the 
SMC logo, via arrangements with the Varsity Shop 
in Birmingham. Golf shirts, sweat shirts, jackets 
and baseball caps in various colors and sizes will be 
offered – each with the SMC logo. Apparel will be 
available on line at https://smcb18.itemorder.com 
during designated periods which will be detailed 
via eBlast. Items can be viewed at the Varsity Shop 
or at SMC meetings in September. Purchases to be 
made online via credit card with several delivery 
alternatives. Questions can be directed to Marc 
Secontine at the Varsity Shop (248-646-4466). 

—Malcolm Hendy 

SMC Dues – 2019 
The Executive Board has approved an increase of $10 
in annual Club dues to address increasing expenses. 
Our dues have been at $40 for some years but will 
move to $50 for 2019. Thanks to John Groves, 
Treasurer and Tim McGee, First Vice President who 
chaired a working group to review Club expenses 
and project future requirements. 

—Dick Bradley
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New Members:
M
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s
Michael J. Maher
25923 Dundee 
Huntington Woods, MI 48070
248-398-3868
michael_maher48070@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Art Pope

Steven M. Pomaville
39751 Urbana Dr. 
Sterling Heights, MI 48313
248-840-1537
Stevenpomaville@gmail.com
Sponsor: Tom Booth

John S. Skubik
345 Golf View Blvd.
Birmingham, MI 48009-1541
614-286-4423
SkubikJ@yahoo.com
Sponsor: Swarn Rajpal

To Life Member:
W. Robert Chandler

Mark A. Kelly

Resigned:
Michael D. Alioto
Arthur W. Buczkowski
Henry R. Coucke
Dennis T. Currier
Deepak V. Dighe
Robert H. Gillow
Donald T. MacKinnon
Yash P. Malhotra
Edward J. Pustelak
Henri Romain
Michael N. Speer
Jeff J. Wachler
H. Eugene Weiss
Associate Tom E. Austin
Associate Keith A. Brown
Associate Keith Famie
Associate Osman F. Jacobson
Associate William H. Kersten
Associate Henry P. Lee
Associate Puranchander Shetty
Associate Larry O. Smith
Associate William J. Winter
Associate John Zack

—Pete Kass, Membership Chairman 
Frank Snower,  Database Chairman 

Tom Booth, Gene Markel & Roger Timm, Photography

New Associates:
Roy E. Nesler
51025 Gulfstream Park Lane, Canton, MI 48188
734-787-8354; rnesler@gmail.com
Sponsor: Jon Reed

Thomas P. Obear
725 Woodchester Dr., B'field Hills, MI 48304
248-613-1744; Tob224@gmail.com
Sponsor: Jerry Stribbell

Ken R. Pape
1505 Quarton Ridge Circle, B'field Hills, MI 48301
248-644-8135; kenneth.r.pape@gmail.com
Sponsor: John Skubik

Marc V. Secontine
242 E. Church St., Lake Orion, MI 48362
248-496-7415; vsmarc@comcast.net
Sponsor: Malcolm Hendy

John L. Williams
17043 Coral Gables St., Southfield, MI 48076
248-569-0824; swsouthfield@aol.com
Sponsor: Dave Dinger

Deaths:
W. James Haidle, joined July, 2002

...continued from page 1

The Reminder at 50 Years 
Looking to the future, The Reminder team is 
committed to continual improvement in both 
content and development and will continue 
to be responsive to comments and suggestions 
from Club leadership and members. A great 
publication will always strive to be better. The 
Reminder will continue to promote our basic 
Club values of fellowship, shared interests and 
the rendering of community service. 

—Dick Harper



8

Special Events

SMC Christmas Party
Our annual Senior Men’s Club Christmas Dinner 
Dance will take place on Tuesday, December 11 at 
the San Marino Club in Troy. The festivities will 
begin with a social reception at 5:30PM, with snacks, 
punch, and a cash bar. We will be seated at 6:45PM 
for announcements and introductions, followed by 
dinner at 7:00PM and dancing to follow. Tickets 
will go on sale at the Special Events table on Fridays 
beginning in November. More details will follow in 
the October Reminder. 

—Jim King

Annual Picnic & Car Show
Ticket sales ($20) continue on September 7 & 14 
for our traditional picnic, held again rain-or-shine in 
Beverly Park (on Beverly Road, just west of Southfield 
Road), on Tuesday, September 18 from 9:30AM to 
2:30PM. With shaded seating in the Pavilion, the 
program features the "Men's Club Chorus", a bocce 
ball tournament and a memorable classic car display. 
Buffet lunch includes pulled pork, chicken, cole slaw, 
sweet corn, potato salad and bread rolls, with coffee & 
lemonade "on-tap" all day. Car owners, please contact 
Stu Shuster (248-642-7490) or register at the Special 
Events Table on September 7 or 14. The organizing 
Committee (Bob Stevenson, Charlie Blank, Tony 
DiMarco, Riggs Miller, Martin Rowell, Stu Shuster, 
Gerry Stribbell) looks forward to a strong turnout!

—Martin Rowell

Frankenmuth Trip
On Wednesday, November 7, join us for an unusual 
multi-attractive special events program. The first 
stop on a charter 56 passenger motorcoach will be 
to view the country's largest public display of Medal 
of Honor winners along with our state's astronauts 
at Michigan's Military and Space Heroes Museum. 
Next we will enjoy lunch at the famous Zehnder's 
Restaurant and Marketplace while also shopping 
culinary wares and gift items. Last stop is at Bronner's 
Christmas Wonderland to shop at the "World's 
Largest Christmas Store." Departure is at 8:30AM 
from the south parking lot of First Presbyterian 
Church (1669 West Maple). We plan to return at 
about 5:00PM. Tickets ($40 per person) will be sold 
October 5, 12, 19 and 26 at our weekly meetings.

—Larry Price

Outstanding Service Award
Each year, our Policy Committee considers the selection 
of member(s) to receive the Outstanding Service 
Award. This prestigious honor is intended to recognize 
longstanding and meritorious service to our Club. The 
Policy Committee will be meeting in October to select 
member(s) to be honored this year. Awards, if presented, 
are traditionally announced at the end of the calendar 
year. Club members and associates are encouraged to 
recommend candidates for the OSA. Suggestions can 
be made to any member of the Policy Committee – 
Gene Jacoby, Chairman, Dick Bradley, Dick Kamp, Stu 
Shuster or John Steele. Recommendations should be 
made by the end of September. 

—Gene Jacoby, Chairman 

Schoolcraft Dinner Planned 
A special dinner will be offered for members and 
guests at the Culinary American Harvest Restaurant 
at Schoolcraft College, on Thursday, October 11 at 
6:00PM. This will be a self-drive event – sharing rides 
suggested. Dinner is priced at $35 including tax and 
gratuity. Only 54 tickets are available and should 
sell fast – contact Malcolm Hendy or Larry Imerman 
ASAP to ensure participation at this unique culinary 
experience.

—Malcolm Hendy 

Special Discussion Group 
Following our recently established practice, a special 
Discussion Group meeting will be held Friday, 
September 7 following our regular meeting. In 
recognition of the tragic events of 9/11/2001, members 
will be invited to share their memories of that day 
and how they were impacted by what happened. 
We all remember where we were and what we were 
doing during events like this – the death of President 
Kennedy as well as 9/11. Some of us may even 
remember Pearl Harbor. All members are encouraged 
to join us for what could an emotional day. Past 
President Dick Harper will lead this discussion. 
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Games
Golf Notes 
The contracted golf season at Lincoln Hills has 
ended for the year, but we are still golfing at 
Springdale on Thursdays until the course closes 
due to winter weather. Don’t forget the Turkey 
Shoot on November 10th. In August we completed 
the Best 2 Consecutive Rounds and the 3-Club 
Tournaments at Springdale; as well as the 20th 
Annual Stonycroft Hills SMC Tournament. 

BEST 2 CONSECUTIVE ROUNDS TOURNAMENT 
Best 2 consecutive rounds in a 3 week period 
averaged against the golfer’s seasonal average. 
Championship Flight 
1st Tim McGee (-1); 2nd Greg McComas (-0.8) 
1st Flight 
1st Kirby Callam (-3.4); 2nd Swarn Rajpal (-3.1) 
2nd Flight 
1st Ed Sharples (-7); 2nd George Stern (-5) 
3-CLUB TOURNAMENT 
Player can use only 3 clubs and his score is 
compared to his seasonal average. 
Championship Flight 
1st Tim McGee (+1); 2nd Roger L’Heureux (+3) 
1st Flight 
1st Frank Bujold (+0.7); 2nd Ken Pape (+1) 
2nd Flight 
1st George Stern (-3.1); 2nd Gil Livingston (-2) 
STONYCROFT HILLS SMC TOURNAMENT 
First Place  31 (-4) 
Ralph Cowie, Maynard Timm, Bill Klindt, George 
Stern & Bob Wider 
Second Place  33 (-2) 
Kirby Callam, Tom Rankin, Pete Kass, Jim Cleary 
& Steve Pickett 
Honorable Mention a.k.a. Most Honest  38 (+4) 
Jim Suhay, David Underdown, Joe Schulenberg, 
Tom Halsted & Tom Varbedian 

The Annual Golf Banquet will be Tuesday, 
October 2 at 5:30PM…tickets are on sale now 
at $50. 

Bowling Notes 
The SMC Bowling League will start on Monday, 
September 10 at the Troy Lanes. We need more 
bowlers…contact Denny Winowiecki or Phil 
Owens for more information. 

Senior Health Matters 
Immunization of Older Adults 
Against Seasonal Influenza 
Classical influenza symptoms include the sudden onset of 
fever, body aches, and fatigue; commonly there may also be 
a headache, muscle ache, dry cough, sore throat and nasal 
congestion. Older adults frequently present with loss of 
appetite, mental status changes, and unexplained fever, or 
with worsening of underlying lung or cardiovascular disease. 
The flu season is during the fall and winter, typically between 
October and April. People aged 65 years and over account for 
an estimated 71% to 85% of all seasonal influenza-related 
deaths and 54% to 70% of related hospitalizations. 

There are three types of influenza viruses, classified as A, B 
and C. Only A and B cause clinically significant disease. There 
are five subtypes of influenza A. Influenza A (H3N2) has 
predominated in the last eight years and has been associated 
with increased hospitalizations and deaths especially among 
adults aged 65 years and over. Influenza B viruses can be 
divided into 2 main lineages, B/Yamagata and B/Victoria. 

Vaccination is by far the best way of preventing influenza. 
The CDC estimates that for the 2015-2016 influenza 
season alone, vaccination prevented 5.1 million cases of 
influenza-related illnesses, 2.5 million medical visits, 71,000 
hospitalizations and 3000 deaths from pneumonia and 
influenza. Annual vaccination is required because of changes 
in circulating strains together with waning immunity over 
time. There are several different types of influenza vaccine 
available in the U.S. containing either 3 or 4, World Health 
Organization-selected, inactivated viruses. There is a 
recombinant vaccine for those with an allergy to eggs. For 
those 65 years and older, there is a high dose, inactivated, 
split-virus influenza vaccine which has been available in 
the U.S. since 2009. It has shown a 24% reduction in the 
risk of laboratory-confirmed influenza compared with 
the standard dose containing three inactivated influenza 
viruses. A reduction in the risk of influenza-related hospital 
admissions and death, even in high-risk populations such 
as older adults living in long-term residential care homes 
has been observed. 

Ask your doctor about getting the high-dose influenza 
vaccine for the 2018-2019 flu season. 

—Augustine L. Perrotta, DO  

Dress Code
Our summer dress code (sport coat and tie optional – 
collared shirt, please) will continue through September. 
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Mystery Lyrics
W e  w e r e 
s o m e w h a t 
surprised that 
m o r e  r e a d e r s 
didn’t recognize 
our July challenge 
as to the song 

with these beautiful lyric lines: 

“Like a summer with a thousand July’s-
You intoxicate my soul with your eyes.” 

Only Tom McNally and Fred Leydorf 
recognized that the song title is “You 
Go To My Head.” We did get other 
guesses, including “Night and Day.” 
This month we will repeat an old 
favorite with these lines: 

“I viewed the morning 
with much alarm 

The British Museum had 
lost its charm.”

Hint – think George Shearing. Can 
you name that tune?

Sports Trivia
We did a little better with the July 
sports trivia item, asking if you could 
recall the major league trade with two 
teams exchanging star players. The 
trade was quite controversial, with the 
fans in one city stating that they had 
traded “steak for hamburger.” The 
trade involved the exchange of Rocky 
Colavito moving from the Cleveland 
Indians to the Detroit Tigers for 
Harvey Kuenn. Colavito was a big 
favorite in Cleveland and a home 
run hitter. Kuenn hit well, but mostly 
singles. He only lasted one year 
with the Indians. Ben Mangiapane, 
Dave Ladd (first timer), Pete Kass, 
Julian Prince and Clay Gordon knew 
this one. Let’s try another baseball 
trade. Many years ago, an unusual 
trade took place – two major league 
teams exchanged managers! Can you 
remember the teams and managers? 

—Dick Harper 

Executive Board Meeting:  Tuesday, September 11, 9:30AM
Reminder Deadline:  Friday, September 14
Bowling:  Wednesdays at 10:00AM at Troy Lanes (practice)
Bridge:  Tuesdays at 9:00AM; Fridays after lunch
Golf:  Thursday at Springdale, 7:00AM

Special Events
Annual SMC Picnic & Car Show: Tuesday, September 18, 9:30AM
Schoolcraft Dinner: Thursday, October 11, 6:00PM
Frankenmuth Trip: Wednesday, November 7, 8:30AM
Annual Christmas Party: Tuesday, December 11, 5:30PM

Group Meetings
Book Reading Group A:  Wednesday, September 5, 10:30AM
Classic Movie Group:  Monday, September 10, 1:00PM
Investment Group:  Wednesday, September 12, 2:45PM
Classic Movie Group:  Monday, September 14, 12:45PM
Book Reading Group B:  Monday, September 17, 3:00PM
Classic Movie Group:  Monday, September 24, 1:00PM
Genealogy Group:  Monday, October 1, 2:00PM
Camera Group:  Tuesday, September 11, 2:00PM
Computer Group:  Wednesday, September 19, time TBD


